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CIRCLES OF SILENCE IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE “UNDOCUMENTED”

As in all of Europe, France is increasingly facing the problem of immigrants without docu-ments.  The French bishops have regularly communicated with the government against its arbitrarily chosen number of 30,000 expul-sions per year, against its excessively repressive methods, and against the disrespect that it shows for both human and fa-mily rights.  Various organiza-tions work directly with the undocumented and friars from the province work in these orga-nizations.  For two years, a De-tention Center for 126 people (practically speaking, more like a prison) has functioned at the gates of the city of Toulouse.  Immigrants and their families are crowded into this place and iso-lated before they are eventually deported.  
Since the end of October, 2007, friars from the community of Toulouse and lay people from the Franciscan family have gathered on the last Tuesday of every month at the central square of Toulouse.  We pray for one hour in silence to denounce the confinement of these people whose only crime is to have entered France to find a better or life, or to save their lives. We gather at this place in order to pray for the efforts of the organizations and the adminis-trations who work for the dignity of our brother and sister im-migrants.  We are there as “inter-mediaries” between the immi-grants and the rest of French society.  Many people stop, they discover what is going on at their gate, at times they enter our prayer circle.  If they are awa-kened, they will become invol-ved.

We are present in the square as a small plant which grows month by month, and which produces new branches.  From 15 people we have grown to more than 200 who regularly participate in this silent protest and prayer.  In France, more than 80 circles have arisen, created and nurtured by people of good will from all different walks of life: there are believers and non-believers; there are also the customary activists, but also other citizens who feel challenged by the fate of the immigrants and who are taking a first step toward a com-mitment to defending the human dignity of these people.

We are there in silence, a silence which does not judge but which leads to hope.  We believe that our nations must make a choice between opening our borders completely, or building an illu-sory wall around the continent of Europe.  This hope calls for a commitment by each of us, and for a change in the way that we look at “the other” who is out there, the other whom we often quickly label as dangerous.

Today we give thanks as we see how silence and prayer have raised questions for our contem-poraries in a France that is so often seen as secularized.  Along with them, we have rediscovered how we are “mendicants of meaning” in the following of Francis. 
Fr Stéphane OFM
Toulouse (France)
http://www.cercledesilence.info/les_cercles_de_Silence/accueil.html
60th ANNIVERSARY OF HUMAN RIGTS

On December 10, 1948, in res-ponse to the atrocities committed against millions of people in the course of the Second World War, the United Nations promulgated the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  
On the 60th anniversary of this important document, the parish of the Most Holy Crucifix in Milazzo (Sicily), in collaboration with the Piccola Orchestra Musi-cando (Children’s Orchestra), offered an evening of reflection and fellowship through images and music on December 7, 2008.  Friar Graziano Bruno has re-cently been assigned to the parish; the orchestra is directed by Fabio Sodano, and is compo-sed of children from 6 to 11 years of age.  They presented musical pieces based on symbols like nature, the beauty of nature, happiness and voyage, and the pieces were taken from a variety of sources, beginning with popular music from old peasant traditions and continuing with rock, jazz, techno-music, Latin American music, and other ethnic music from around the world.  During the musical presentation, passages from the Declaration were projected on a screen, alongside slides that were related to the various themes.

The show was concluded with a moment of prayer.  It included a reading, by the father of one of the musicians, of a text from Martin Luther King.  It dealt with suffering, solidarity and liberty, and helped to make those present even more aware of the issue of human rights which are denied to so many in today’s world.
The parish will continue to explore these kinds of important themes.  They are fundamental to help remind ourselves how we are all human beings, Christians, brothers and sisters….
Fr. Graziano Bruno OFM
JPIC PROJECT FOR TWO-YEAR PERIOD 2008-2010

OFM Province of Santiago de Compostela, Spain

GENERAL OBJECTIVE: to raise the awareness of all the friars of the province, and to educate and animate them, so that JPIC might become a part of the life and mission of all the fraternities.

TIMELINE AND 
ACTIVITIES

Activities throughout the year:

· Distribute the JPIC newsletter CONTACT to all the houses of the Province

· Update the JPIC section of the provincial website every two weeks

· Send to all the fraternities the homilies prepared by the Pontifical Council for JP

· Inform the friars about solidarity campaigns in which they can participate

Activities for 2008-2009
October 2008

· Creation of provincial JPIC Commission (Octo-ber 21)

· March for Peace in Santiago de Compostela (October 25)

· Celebration of the “Spi-rit of Assisi” in our fraternities (October 27)

January 2009

· Visits to all the frater-nities of the province to animate the friars to live JPIC values, which are part of our charism

February 2009

· Meeting of the provin-cial JPIC Commission to analyze the problems in our fraternities in regard to JPIC issues (February 10)

April 2009

· Inter-Franciscan gathe-ring: theme of JPIC (April 25)

· One member of the Commission will participate in the JPIC course in Rome

May 2009 to October 2009

· Pray for peace together with the pilgrims to Santiago de Compostela

June 2009

· Meeting of the provin-cial JPIC Commission to evaluate the year

Activities for 2009-2010
October 2009

· Meeting of the provin-cial JPIC Commission to plan the year

· March for Peace in Santiago de Compostela

· Celebration of the “Spirit of Assisi” in our frater-nities (October 27)

January 2010

· Presentations on JPIC values in the high schools of the province

February 2010

· Meeting of the JPIC Commission for ongoing formation

April 2010

· One member of the Commission will parti-cipate in the JPIC course in Rome

June 2010

· Meeting of the JPIC Commission to evaluate the year and to prepare a JPIC proposal for the Provincial Chapter

José Manuel Castiñeira ofm

JPIC ANIMATION COMMITTEE MEETS IN MEXICO
The JPIC Animation Committee met in Acámabaro, Mexico, 26-29 November.  The visit to the province of SS. Peter and Paul included meetings with the pos-tulants, novices and philosophy students; a meeting with the JPIC Animators of the Conferen-ce of Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean; and the regular meeting of the Animation Committee.

A good part of the meeting of the Animation Committee was spent discussing the JPIC proposals for General Chapter 2009, which repeat the proposals accepted by Chapter 2003.  Members of the committee will produce short re-flections on each of the propo-sals to help understand them and implement them.  The four areas to be covered are: ecology and the impact of our life-style on nature; non-violence and promo-tion of conflict resolution; work with the excluded; and ethical use of financial and natural resources.  The committee also reviewed preparations for the JPIC course at the Antonianum, which was established in res-ponse to another Chapter 2003 decision.  The next course will be held 20-30 April, 2009.  It is especially designed for new JPIC animators, but is open to all friars for ongoing formation, as well as to other religious and laity.  It will again be offered in three languages: Italian, Spanish and English.

Significant time was spent on a strategy to distribute the new resource booklet on Chapter IV of the General Constitutions.  JPIC Animators will receive a letter asking them to encourage all friars to use this book.  An update was given on the status of the book of orientations for JPIC animation, being prepared by the Rome Office.  The book will be ready for distribution in early 2009.

Committee members also re-ceived updates on the work of Romans VI (the group of JPIC directors for the six branches of the Franciscan Family); the current situation at Franciscans International and our relationship with that organization; and the upcoming World Social Forum in Brazil, along with the Franciscan Solidarity Seminar which is held prior to and in conjunction with the Forum.

The friars of the Animation Committee wish to express their deepest thanks to the provincial and friars of the province of SS. Peter and Paul (Michoacan) for their very warm hospitality.

WHY I CROSSED THE LINE AND RISKED ARREST AT FORT HUACHUCA
The horrible torture and disfi-gurement of Marta Alicia Rivera, school teacher from El Salvador, was a wake-up call for me.  It was the summer of 1983, and the place was the Mexican-Ameri-can Cultural Center (MACC) in San Antonio, Texas.  The story that Marta Alicia told of her ordeal made it impossible for me not to do something.  I had to at least accompany torture survi-vors and to learn from them.  Together with others, I needed to help tell the truth about who was responsible for such atrocities, and hopefully to help end them once and for all.  The Sanctuary Movement was functioning, along with the “underground railroad,” which helped to trans-port illegally Central Americans who were critically in need of safe havens.

Since 1983 I have been arrested many times and have earned about 5 years in jail, spread out over the last 25 years.  About a year ago, inspired by the example of Br. Louis Vitale, another Franciscan and a close friend, I decided to “cross the line” with two companions at Fort Huachuca in the state of Arizona.  Br. Louis had done the same thing in November, 2006, along with a Jesuit friend, Fr. Steve Kelly.  Fort Huachuca is the primary military base where soldiers are trained in methods of interrogation.  It has strong con-nections with the Central In-telligence Agency (CIA), and is responsible for the torture of many people in Latin America, Iraq, Afghanistan and other places throughout the world.

There are many reasons why risking arrest and spending time in prison have become a meaningful experience for me and for many others who share a similar vision.  One powerful motivation for my choice against torture has been the privilege of living at Catholic Worker-type shelters with torture survivors like Sister Diana Ortiz and seve-ral others.  My two months in an Arizona federal prison and the 500 hours of community service which followed our trial were well worth it.  Someday, I would like to share with you what these experiences have entailed.  Briefly, I would just mention that trials and jail time for me and my compañeros within the prison system have become truly meaningful and a blessing.  This is also true for others on the outside who are willing to take risks to end the curse of torture.

One more thought as I end this reflection.I have recently learned that Judge Jacqueline Marshall, who conducted our trial, now volunteers to help serve the homeless here in Tucson.  She claims that this decision came as a result of witnessing our testimony in her courtroom on February 4, 2008.

Risking arrest and time in jail is certainly not the only way to resolve the issues of torture, warfare, nuclear threat and the whole spectrum of preventable atrocities.  But it is one of many, and it has fit my journey over the past few years.  Throughout this process I have come to recognize the presence of Another who was tortured to death and who for-ever remains our number one model of perfect unselfish love.

Jerry Zawada OFM

Nov.  2008

MEETING OF THE “ROMANS VI”

Romans VI, the JPIC directors of the six branches of the Francis-can family, met at the OFM General Curia on December 13.  Meetings are held about every three months in an effort to collaborate in the area of JPIC.  The following issues were treated at the meeting.

· The JPIC promoters in Rome have finished work on a booklet dealing with ecology and environmental problems.  It was coordinated by Fran-cisco O’Conaire ofm.  Each congregation has been invi-ted to prepare an introduc-tion to the booklet, in light of its own spirituality.

· A report was given on the JPIC course to be offered at the Antonianum in April of 2009.  All branches of the family have been invited to participate in the planning and execution of the course.

· Participants discussed the relationship between Fran-ciscans International (FI) and Romans VI. Everyone agrees that there should be close contact between the two groups; to promote better cooperation, FI will be invi-ted to future meetings of Romans VI. It was also deci-ded to promote a campaign together with FI to encou-rage countries to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers.  Romans VI will seek the support of the Ministers General in this campaign.

· It was decided to discuss in greater detail Romans VI support for the JPIC Office of the Franciscan family in Nairobi, Kenya.  The discus-sion will take place at the next meeting.

· An update was given on the World Social Forum which will take place in Belem, Brazil, in January.

· Further discussion about establishment of a JPIC data base for the Franciscan family will take place at the next Romans VI meeting.

FRANCISCANS INTERNATIONAL IS APPALLED 

BY RECENT EVENTS IN GAZA AN SOUTHERN ISRAEL

Franciscans International is appalled by the recent events in Gaza and Southern Israel. The escalation of violence has com-pletely disregarded the most basic principles of International Humanitarian Law leading to the present humanitarian tragedy. 

FI calls the government of Israel and the Hamas leadership for an immediate cessation of all vio-lence. 

We call on the government of Israel to allow full access to Gaza for humanitarian agencies and the lifting of the blockade. 

The ceasefire is absolutely necessary in order to prevent the further suffering of the civilian population on both sides. This is particularly for: 

• those living in southern Israel towns (Ashkelon, Ashdod, Netivot and other cities), who are victims of rocket attacks; 

• those in Gaza who are victims of a disproportionate military offensive by the Israeli Defense Force. 

The military operation has led to the death of well over 600 Palestinians (according to the UN a large number of them are civilians); and has damaged essential civilian infrastructure including hospitals, electricity and water. It adds further suf-fering to the civilian population in Gaza enduring a long bloc-kade, which prevents the arrival of food and medicines and makes their humanitarian situa-tion even more difficult. 

Franciscans International calls upon the government of Israel and Hamas leadership to cease the hostilities. 

FI also calls upon the United Nations, the European Union, the Organization of the Islamic Con-ference, the United States, the Russian Federation and all con-cerned actors, to pressure both sides for an immediate ceasefire. 

While the immediate emergency calls for intense diplomacy to bring about a cessation of all violence, reciprocally, internatio-nal actors must not think that they will have met their responsibilities by brokering a localised cease fire in this instance. Rather their greater responsibility is to bring about a genuine peace treaty between the Israeli and the Palestinian Na-tions, within a regional frame-work, which alone can make such a peace possible and secure.
8th January 2009
www.franciscansinternational.org
Other News

J.A. MERINO OFM, Francisco de Asís y la ecología, PPC, Madrid 2008, 156 pp.
This book deals not only with the behavior of Francis of Assis in regard to nature and his special treatment of all beings (chapter 1), but also follows this theme through the masters of the Franciscan family: Saint Bonaventure, John Duns Scotus, Roger Bacon and William of Ockham (chapter 2).  The heartfelt and lived conviction of Franciscan spirituality is the recognition and celebration of life and of the world as gift.  From this recognition of the gratuitousness of existence, life is transformed into celebration, brotherhood and thankfulness.  Anyone who is able to discover the world and everything in it as grace and gift, is not able to destroy, damage or corrupt the natural world.  It is true that ecology involves interdisciplinary science, sound technology and protectionist policies.  But it is also true that ecology demands a new way of thinking on the part of the inhabitants of this universe, an attitude that should lead to respect, care and protection.  Franciscanism does not propose technical solutions; for such technicians are needed.  Nor does it propose political solutions; politicians are responsible for them.  Rather, it proposes something prior and more basic, which is to create a new consciousness of responsibility, solidarity and a deep sense of caring.  Franciscanism can be the catalyst for a peaceful revolution of conscience and behavior that can lead to the healing of the environment and to a cosmic brotherhood, which is the symbol of that which is missing for us (chapter 3).
WORLD SOCIAL FORUM, 27th January – 1st Fabruary 2009 
http://www.fsm2009amazonia.org.br/?set_language=en
MESSAGE OF BENEDICT XVI FOR THE WORLD DAY OF PEACE 2009

“FIGHTING POVERTY TO BUILD PEACE”

1. Once again, as the new year begins, I want to extend good wishes for peace to people everywhere. With this Message I would like to propose a reflection on the theme: Fighting Poverty to Build Peace. Back in 1993, my venerable Predecessor Pope John Paul II, in his Message for the World Day of Peace that year, drew attention to the negative repercussions for peace when entire populations live in poverty. Poverty is often a contributory factor or a compounding element in conflicts, including armed ones. In turn, these conflicts fuel further tragic situations of poverty. “Our world”, he wrote, “shows increasing evidence of another grave threat to peace: many individuals and indeed whole peoples are living today in conditions of extreme poverty. The gap between rich and poor has become more marked, even in the most economically developed nations. This is a problem which the conscience of humanity cannot ignore, since the conditions in which a great number of people are living are an insult to their innate dignity and as a result are a threat to the authentic and harmonious progress of the world community”.

2. In this context, fighting poverty requires attentive consideration of the complex phenomenon of globalization. This is important from a methodological standpoint, because it suggests drawing upon the fruits of economic and sociological research into the many different aspects of poverty. Yet the reference to globalization should also alert us to the spiritual and moral implications of the question, urging us, in our dealings with the poor, to set out from the clear recognition that we all share in a single divine plan: we are called to form one family in which all – individuals, peoples and nations – model their behaviour according to the principles of fraternity and responsibility.

This perspective requires an understanding of poverty that is wide-ranging and well articulated. If it were a question of material poverty alone, then the social sciences, which enable us to measure phenomena on the basis of mainly quantitative data, would be sufficient to illustrate its principal characteristics. Yet we know that other, non-material forms of poverty exist which are not the direct and automatic consequence of material deprivation. For example, in advanced wealthy societies, there is evidence of marginalization, as well as affective, moral and spiritual poverty, seen in people whose interior lives are disoriented and who experience various forms of malaise despite their economic prosperity. On the one hand, I have in mind what is known as “moral underdevelopment”, and on the other hand the negative consequences of “superdevelopment”. Nor can I forget that, in so-called “poor” societies, economic growth is often hampered by cultural impediments which lead to inefficient use of available resources. It remains true, however, that every form of externally imposed poverty has at its root a lack of respect for the transcendent dignity of the human person. When man is not considered within the total context of his vocation, and when the demands of a true “human ecology” are not respected, the cruel forces of poverty are unleashed,

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/messages/peace/documents/hf_ben-xvi_mes_20081208_xlii-world-day-peace_en.html
Guide on Environmental Justice. CARITAS INTERNATIONALIS 2006

http://www3.caritas.org/upload/env/environjusticeing_1.pdf 

Directrices para la justicia medioambiental. CARITAS INTERNATIONALIS 2006

http://www3.caritas.org/upload/env/environmjusticespa_1.pdf 

Directives relatives à la justice environnementale. CARITAS INTERNATIONALIS 2006

http://www3.caritas.org/upload/env/environjusticefra_1.pdf 
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