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JPIC AND FRANCISCAN VOCATIONS IN INDONESIA

It is surprising that in recent years the number of young friars in Indonesia has increased, des-pite a decrease in religious voca-tions in general. The Province of Indonesia has two formation houses for postulants: in Pagal, Flores, and in Jogya, Central Ja-va.

The formation of postulants, es-pecially in Pagal, is done in a ve-ry contextual manner.  It inclu-des the real experience of the local people who are mostly farmers.  Since 2000 the Pro-vince, through the JPIC Office, has promoted the “Ecopastoral Program”, which integrates care of creation with organic agri-culture.

The number of farmers who take part in the Ecopastoral Program is increasing and many new groups have been formed in se-veral regions around Manggarai, Flores.  But it is not only the farmers that are attracted by the Ecopastoral Program; their chil-dren and other young men have been attracted to the Minor Se-minary.  They are beginning to understand that the spirit of the Ecopastoral is the Spirit of St. Francis of Assisi.

Besides the Ecopastoral Pro-gram, the JPIC Office has worked with people in Lembata and Flores to help defend their lands against Mining Corpora-tions. The advocacy of OFM-JPIC for the people in Lembata and Flores has inspired many religious groups to become in-volved in the struggle for the ECOSOC rights of the people.  This kind of involvement and concern has been a way of pro-moting Franciscan values among the people, which in turn has inspired the young people to commit themselves as followers of St. Francis in the Franciscan Order.

It seems that our work and concern for JPIC values is also an effective way to promote vocations.

Br. Peter Aman ofm

“PAENIM”

“Project of Scholastic Accompaniment to Promote Standardization and Integration of Youth”

The parish of Saint Peter Baptist and our presence as Friars Minor here on the outskirts of Madrid, in Alcorcón, are as old as the neighborhood itself.  Established about thirty-five year ago, local housing was going up just as construction of the parish was being completed.  As life was starting in the area, the friars were already working with and for the people.  They worked out of a borrowed factory and in a local school that welcomed them.

More than thirty years later the character of our neighborhood and its people is very similar to what it was: many young people and children, residents from the middle and lower-middle class, a calm life and simple human relationships.  The difference in the Alcorcón of yesterday and of today lies in the richness of diversity that has arisen in our midst: the immigrants.

There are substantial groups of immigrants from Northern Afri-ca, Ecuador and Bolivia.  They are joined by an army of who knows how many from the four corners of the earth.  All of them help to paint a different face in our neighborhood and parish community.

The work accomplished in the parish since 2002 with “remedial classes” is the basis for PAE-NIM. These efforts have focused on the large number of immi-grant families that struggle with issues of communication and integration.

Today the identity and structure of our project is shaped entirely by an analysis of the problems of our young people and their families: increasing absence from school, academic failure, lack of job security, family instability, violent and discri-minatory patterns of behavior toward women, low self-esteem and a “ghetto” psychology.

All of the boys and girls who come to our project and our parish are capable of benefitting from it.  The time spent together and interaction in activities which are both playful and for-mative, provided in a loving atmosphere, promote mutual en-richment and help each one to overcome negative character-ristics.

The human environment in which we live is very pluralistic, with great ethnic, social and religious diversity. For this rea-son we consider the value of living together in respect and tolerance as one of our strongest integrating elements, and a cen-tral characteristic of the evan-gelical-Franciscan identity of our project.  The fact that one or our monitors is Muslim (the teacher of Arabic) visibly contributes to this process.

To promote this atmosphere, we seek to provide activities (dance, English and Arabic classes, com-puter class, remedial classes for school, etc.) and leisure ga-therings like parties or trips for young people of all races, na-tionalities and religions.  These activities include families from both the parish and from the larger community, thus encoura-ging interaction between them so that it appears that there is truly only one group.

Another world is possible; ano-ther world is necessary.  We believe in this world, and are trying to plant something new and fresh in these children and young people, whom we welco-me among ourselves in the Spirit of Assisi.

Br. Victor Manuel Alcalde ofm

STATEMENT OF THE OFM JPIC OFFICE FROM THE PHILIPPINES AGAINST BATAAN NUCLEAR POWER PLANT REVIVAL

February 2009

The Order of Friars Minor - Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation (OFM-JPIC) Office of the Franciscan Province of San Pedro Bautista supports Bishop Socrates Villegas and the Dio-cese of Balanga in strongly rejecting any attempt to operate the Bataan Nuclear Power Plant (BNPP).

We are alarmed that, even without sufficient public con-sultation, the bill to re-commission the BNPP has alrea-dy been approved by the Energy Committee and is now pending in the Appropriations Committee of the House of Representatives.

We agree with Bishop Villegas that the negative effects of opening the nuclear power plant far outweigh the claimed positive effects.

According to the international environmental group Greenpea-ce, nuclear power is risky and highly expensive.  The health and life of our people and environment would be placed under great risk by nuclear waste and by the threat of a nuclear reactor accident.  Instead, we advocate the development of safe, indigenous, and environ-menttally-friendly alternative e-nergy resources.

We refuse to entrust the opera-tion of an unsafe and substan-dard BNPP to a corruption-riddled and morally bankrupt administration.  In the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of ecologists, we join our voices with those of all Filipinos of good will to keep the Philippines a NUCLEAR-FREE ZONE!

SAVE THE ENVIRONMENT! SAVE OUR PEOPLE!

NO TO BATAAN NUCLEAR POWER PLANT REVIVAL!

YES TO A NUCLEAR-FREE PHILIPPINES!

COURSE OF JOURNALISM FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE (Nairobi)

 “Being able to report injustice from the four different angles of the country, and became the spokesmen for a new age of peace by making ourselves the amplifiers of the voices of the excluded”. That is the target that Fr.Gianfrancesco Sisto has indi-cated as he was officially ope-ning the first “Course of Jour-nalism for Justice and Peace” promoted and organized by the Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Franciscan Africa Offi-ce (JPICFA). 
The course kicked off on Sa-turday 21st February, 2009, around 9 am, with a good turnout of participants out of the 60, among the members of the Fran-ciscan Family and of associa-tions close to the JPICFA, which had booked a place. “We could not expect a better beginning  –  says Fr.Sisto, the executive director of the Office. “All the available places were booked well in advance, and so far we have not encountered any major obstacle on our way”.

The “Journalism Course for Justice and Peace” has been structured around four Saturdays, between February and March. In each of these meetings there are facilitators – who have been in the journalism industry for years – that are coming to uncover some secrets of their profession. In the first day Mr. Oscar Obonyo and Mrs. Maximilia Muninzwa, both writers of “The Standard”, introduced an interes-ted and attentive audience to a general history of journalism and to some techniques of print jour-nalism. The following lessons will deal with television and radio journalism (28th February), Internet journalism (7th March) and a final evaluation and gra-duation day (28th March). 
“As it was requested when the course was still in its making, we have tried to keep it as practical as possible – declares, Fr. Sisto. And he continues: “for this rea-son we have asked to our stu-dents, already in the first meeting, to produce two articles, one about their city, and one about their culture. Then, they will be asked to write one longer article for the final session. And the best ones among those will be published on the JPIC FA web site. Our hope is that in this way the participants will gain both a theoretical understanding of what journalism is about, and some practical skills, experience and maybe their first publica-tion”. 

The long term project that the JPIC FA Office hopes for is the institution of a commune plat-form where the members of the Franciscans family can contribu-te with their articles and stories denouncing the injustice that the poor have to face in their every-day life.  “The excluded have their voice – states firmly Fr. Sisto – but it is like an impalpa-ble breeze. They need an am-plifier, so that everyone can hear what they are crying out. And that is exactly what we want to become through this course. At the end of the day we all know it: information is power”. 

Paolo M C Cravero 

HUMAN RIGHTS FOR MIGRANTS WORKERS

In 1990, the General Assembly adopted the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (resolution 45/158). 
To manage migration, a coope-rative and multi-lateral approach is necessary to meet the issues that come with migration. In or-der for migration to be success-ful, international migration ma-nagement cannot be carried out by governments unilaterally. This joint approach should inclu-de policy-making for migration and development, facilitating migration, regulating migration, and addressing forced migration. 

At the light of this perspective the ratification of the UN Inter-national Convention on the Pro-tection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, assumes a greater importance. 

The Convention is a compre-hensive international treaty that aims to protect the migrants’ workers rights and underlines the connection between migration and human rights. 

The treaty aims to be a guide and a stimulus for States, providing them with a reference framework in order to create a more com-prehensive, coherent and human rights focused migration policy. 

Human rights for migrant workers? 

Why must we, as Franciscans mobilize to encourage States to ratify the Convention on the protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families? 

We at Franciscans International strongly support the ratification of the Convention as we think that concrete actions must be taken in order to defend all migrants and their families. 
The Convention, innovating, is clearly states for the first time that all migrants should have access to a minimum degree of protection, stressing the fact that not regular migrants must see their human rights respected. 

It also proposes actions to be taken in order to eradicate clan-destine movements and sanctions against traffickers and those who decide to employ an un docu-mented migrant. 

As new trends of xenophobia and racisms are arising around the world a definite legal frame-work can contribute to support integration and a more peaceful cohabitation. 

· The Convention fills a void in the protection of the rights of migrant workers and their families. They often find themselves in a situation of vulnerability because of, among other reasons, their distance from their home country and the difficulties that may arise because of their presence in the desti-nation country. 
· The convention sees migrant workers as more than labour or economic entities. 
· The convention provides, for the first time, an interna-tional definition of a migrant worker, categories of mi-grant workers and members of their families. 
· The convention guarantees a minimum of universal hu-man rights to all migrant workers and members of their families, even if they are in an irregular situation (the third part of the con-vention sets out these mi-nimum rights, while the fourth part dictates the rights of migrant workers and members of their families with documentation of in a regular situation) notably e-quality in treatment with na-tionals of the State of em-ployment in certain sectors. 
· The convention promises collaboration between States to eliminate exploitation of all migrant workers and members of their families as well as sanction for violence against migrant workers in irregular situations or mem-ber of their families. 
· The convention is a tool to encourage States to harmoni-ze their legislation with internationally –recognised norms.The international con-vention on the protection of the rights of all migrant wor-kers and members of their families aims in particular to: 
· Prevent inhuman li-ving and working conditions, physical and sexual abuse as well as degrading treatment (Articles 10-11, 25, 54) 
· Guarantee migrants their right to free-dom of opinion, expression and reli-gion (Articles 12-13) 
· Guarantee migrants access to informa-tion on their rights (Articles 33, 37) 
· Ensure their right to equality before the law. This implies that migrant workers must benefit from established procedu-res, enjoy translation services and not be condemned to unjust penalties such as expulsion (Articles 16-20, 22) 
· Guarantee migrants equal access to so-cial and educational services (Articles 27-28, 30, 43-45, 54) 
· Ensure migrants ha-ve the right to par-ticipate in union ac-tivities (Articles 26, 40) 
· The convention also guaran-tees migrants have the right to stay in contact with their country of origin.    This means . 
· Ensuring the right to permanently return to their country of origin if they so wish, to occasional visits and to main-tain a cultural link with this country (Articles 8, 31, 38) 
· Guaranteeing mi-grants’ participation in the political life of their country of ori-gin (Articles 8, 31, 38) 
· Ensuring migrants have the right to transfer funds from their salaries to their country of origin (Articles 32, 46-48). 
Franciscans International
December 2008

LETTER OF SAINT FRANCIS TO THE RULERS OF THE PEOPLES
Leonardo Boff: October 31, 2008

Near the end of his life, Francis of Assisi wrote an open letter to the rulers of the peoples.  In mid-October, more than one thousand Franciscans from around the world met in Brasilia and wor-ked to rewrite that letter.  My own contribution – which was prohibited by the local bishop – follows:

“To all the heads of State and all those who hold power in this world, I, Brother Francis of Assisi, your little and humble servant, wish you peace and all good.  I write to you from the depths of my heart, and with my eyes lifted up in supplication.  From all sides I hear cries being raised to heaven.  One is that of our Mother Earth, which is being horribly devastated.  Another is the excruciating cry of the millions of our brothers and sisters who are hungry, sick and excluded, those who are most threatened in all of creation.  These cries speak of environ-mental injustice and social in-justice, and demand urgent con-sideration.

My brothers and sisters who have been placed in positions of power, in the name of the One who declared himself “Lord and lover of life” (Wisdom 11:26), I beg you: let us create a global alliance in support of the Earth and of life.  We have little time and we lack wisdom.  The process of global warming on our planet is moving forward and we cannot stop it.  But we can slow it down and avert its most catastrophic consequences.  We do not want to see our Mother Earth, in order to save other lives threatened by us, be obliged to exclude us from her own body and from the community of li-ving beings.  For too long we have been acting like Satan, exploiting and devastating eco-systems, while our true vocation is to be like the Good Angel, guardian and protector of all that exists and lives.  For this reason, I advise you not to think of sustainable development only in your own region, but to consider the entire planet which has been given to us as a common home.  Let us work for its vitality and its integrity, and to foster the con-ditions necessary for our own existence and for that of the entire earthly community.

The technology that has helped to destroy the earth, should now be employed to help rescue it.  And its contribution will be posi-tive if “reason” is accompanied by feeling, sincerity, compassion and reverence.  My brothers and sisters, I humbly warn you that if you do not create this holy alliance of global concern and fraternity, you will need to give an accounting before the tribunal of humanity and face the jud-gement of the Lord of history.  We want our era to be seen as one of collective responsibility and loving care for our Mother Earth and for all of life.

Finally brothers and sisters, you who will help to model our common future, remember that the Earth does not belong to us.  We belong to her, she who carried us in her womb as loving sons and daughters.  It is difficult to accept that after so many millions of years on this won-derful planet, we might have to be expelled from it.  With the light that has been given to me from on high, I believe we are not living a tragedy with a disastrous ending.  Rather, we are faced with a crisis that will test us, purify us and make us better.  Life is called to life.  Born of dust and the stars, the Lord of the universe has created us to shine and to sing the beauty, majesty and grandeur of Creation, which is the home of the Spirit and the temple of the most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

If you observe all of these things which God has inspired in me, and which I have communicated to you in simple words, I assure you that the Earth will once again become the Garden of Eden, and we will be its faithful gardeners and caretakers.
Signed: Francis of Assisi.

WHAT ARE ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND ACTIVE NON-VIOLENCE?
Environmental justice
The phrase environmental justice links the concepts of ecology and social justice.  It highlights the strong relationship that exists between the ecological question, and the issues of justice, peace and the defense of the rights of individuals and peoples.  It calls for the fair treatment of all races, cultures, income classes and educational levels with respect to the development and enforce-ment of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.  Fair treatment implies that no population should be forced to shoulder a disproportionate share of exposure to the negative effects of pollution due to lack of political or economic strength. The worldwide attack on ecology has become, in reality, an assault on the poor and a form of environmental racism.
The destruction of the planet and the pollution of its resources arise in the context of neoliberal capitalism, a system that also produces much violence, hunger and inequality.  In this system it is the poorest who lose their lands and fields, who suffer the wars provoked by the great powers over natural resources, and whose lands are turned into dumps for the trash of the rich.  The poor are forced to leave their homes and lands in many parts of the world, not only because of traditional reasons like war and violence, but increasingly becau-se of environmental causes like drought, floods, desertification, disappearance of species, etc..  It is the poor who most suffer the consequences of the ecological crisis.

The quality of human life is integrally tied to the quality of the environment. Without healthy and sustainable ecosys-tems, the quality of life for all creatures will continue to dete-riorate.  So it seems only logical that promoting human dignity means promoting healthy eco-systems as well.  We need to rethink and to change our current economic model and consume-rist mentality, which are leading to loss of biodiversity and to climate change.

Active non-violence
In the Testament Saint Francis tells us: “The Lord revealed a greeting to me that we should say: May the Lord give you peace.” (Test 23).  Francis used this greeting, as did his brothers.  These words and this desire for peace were often transformed, in life of Francis and of the primitive Franciscan family, into genuine and concrete initiatives for peace (cf. AC 84, 2C 108, LFl 11, 1C 57, LFl 21).  The greeting of peace and the initiatives for peace were an integral part of the self-understanding, the style of life and the mission of the first friars, and for this reason they were recognized as a true peace movement.  Thus Thomas of Celano presents the primitive fraternity as a delegation, or an embassy, of peace (cf. 1C 24).

The Franciscan way of living and working for peace is that of active non-violence, which is not simply the absence of violence, but the force of truth and love as well.  Active non-violence is:

· A spirit (that of the Beati-tudes and of Franciscan spi-rituality): it is characterized by absolute respect for every human being, without judg-ment or condemnation of adversaries (ER 11); by not becoming upset with the sins of others; by working to prevent evil and by helping those who sin (ER 5, 7-8); by poverty of spirit (Adm 14); by welcoming all without distinction (ER 7); by love of enemies (ER 22 and LR 10); by reconcilia-tion.

· A style of life that is simple, fraternal, patient, attentive to others, ecologically-minded, does not appropriate any-thing to self, respects all beings, is willing to sacrifice for the common good and to disobey that which is unjust.  It should promote an open-ness to the Spirit of God, along with a desire to be free of aggressiveness, hate, jea-lousy, prejudice and hateful stereotypes.  Our style of life should demand of us a con-cern for personal impro-vement: self discipline, self control, self knowledge and confidence in oneself, which lead to the virtue of interior fortitude and to a sense of dignity.

· A methodology of social commitment (provided by Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Dorothy Day, Lanza del Vasto, Danilo Dolci and others) to address social and interpersonal conflict in a human and constructive way, and to foster profound social transformation.

Non-violence does not remain passive in the face of injustice and violence, it refuses to collaborate with them.  It confronts them without recourse to violence and without abandoning love for neighbor.  It works in an organized way with others to create a model of sustainable development, to guarantee the dignity of all human beings, and to foster a common life for all that is both peaceful and fraternal.
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