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JPIC PROGRAM FOR 2008-2010

SAINT CHARLES BORROMEO PROVINCE, LOMBARY, ITALY
Strengthen relationship with the Provincial and the Defini-torium

· Schedule a brief meeting once a year with the Defini-torium with the dual purpose of sharing information and proposing an initiative that can involve the friars (e.g., visits to a thermal incinerator or to a nuclear power station, to consider the environment-tal problems associated with trash or energy).

Promote work at the inter-provincial level

· Create a unified JPIC com-mission  with the Animators of the other Provinces of northern Italy in order to program common initiatives, especially in the area of ongoing formation.

Collaborate with Formation
· Initial formation: we are awaiting a response from COMPI (Conference of Pro-vincial Ministers of Italy).  At this time, we are involved at the level of Novitiate, and need to work at creating a common language.

· Ongoing formation: define a program together with the Animators from all the northern Italian provinces.  Take advantage of the recen-tly completed Supplement to the JPIC Manual “Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation” (prepared in Ita-lian by the national JPIC animators); offer it to the friars and fraternities as an opportunity to share infor-mation and to promote for-mation.  All members of the provincial JPIC commission will be involved in this task.

Become involved in concrete issues
· Micro-issues: local questions associated with individual fraternities.

· Macro-issues (e.g., immi-gration, pollution): work with other organizations on these issues (the diocese, other religious, NGOs, social movements); make use of the contributions of experts in the field.

Promote education in the area of Care for Creation
· Celebrate a Day for Crea-tion (in the period from September 1st to October 4th).

· Determine the “ecological footprint” of each fraternity (considering both the personal and the communal levels).

· Make use of solar panels and a photovoltaic generation system obligatory in provin-cial construction projects (in decisions of the Definitorium and of special assemblies).

· Promote simplicity of life style.

Organize and link up the charitable activities of the province (Provincial Statutes 43.3)
Provincial JPIC Commission

REPORT ON THE ACTIVE NON-VIOLENCE SEMINAR IN KENYA

The JPIC team at St. Francis of Assisi Parish of Lower Subukia, Kenya, facilitated an Active Non-violence Peace-building Se-minar at the parish center May 27-30, 2008.  The seminar targe-ted catechists and leaders of the 18 Mass centers in the parish. 
We saw a great need to deepen our peoples’ understanding of practical ways to work for peace in Kenya after the terrible clashes that followed the disputed election results in late December 2007. We had planned to continue implementing a program of planting trees to improve the environment in our area, where so many trees are cut each year for charcoal, but the urgency of the critical/violent situation in Kenya demanded an immediate response.  

On  short notice a group of 30 leaders of different tribes took part in the seminar.  They later shared how much the inputs on the Spirituality of ANV, Conflict Management and Peace-building encouraged and empowered them to become more effective peacemakers in the community.  We also discovered in our sharing the importance of seeing the real connection between protecting/enhancing the envi-ronment and fostering peace in every community (as Kenyan Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari Mathai made so clear).
We are now making plans to offer the ANV Seminar before the end of November to the wider community, inviting espe-cially the pastors and leaders of the various churches in our area.  We will also continue to expand the tree nursery and tree planting program, which was hampered by serious drought conditions in our area earlier this year. 
Reported by:

Br Joe Masumbuko OFM

INDONESIA: WORKSHOP ON GLOBAL CAPITALISM

To reflect the reality of global capitalism and its impacts on the third world was the main goal of the Workshop organized by OFM-JPIC Indonesia, in Jakarta, which took place in July 27th up to Agust 1st 2008. There were 32 sisters and brothers took part in the workshop.This was the first workshop in which several Fran-ciscan Congregations took parts. The theme of the workshop was: FRANCISCAN CALLING AMIDST GLOBAL CAPITA-LISM.

Through the workshop the par-ticipants were introduced some crucial issues on ecology, global market, energy crisis and Indo-nesian economic policy which has failed to offer a better con-dition for the life of Indonesian people. 

Besides discussing and reflecting the issues, the participants visi-ted some marginalized areas around Jakarta such as Muara Baru, Kamal Muara, Kampung Walang, and Bintaro Traditional Market. A day of exposure helped the participants to realize  that global capitalism has damaged even the life of the people on the grass-root.

At the end of the workshop the participants came to agree to form a network among francis-can families in order to organize better their involvement and concern in JPIC issues  in Indonesia. 

Br. Peter Aman OFM

INFORMATION ABOUT « ASSISI PAX INTERNATIONAL »

The Association Assisi Pax International was established in Assisi as a project for peace.  Its aim is to offer a realistic approach to the task of peace building, one that gets beyond the notion of a utopian dream.  The peace plan that we put forward is a concrete proposal for reshaping human civilization; it is a goal that is taking shape in the world.  We believe that peace has seemed unattainable through the centuries because it has often been presented in a moralistic and consoling manner. Our approach is based on the human capacity to construct relation-ships by accentuating the posi-tive nature of every person, creating in the process a human civilization where peace is the normal situation.  As noted in Gaudium et Spes, peace is not merely the absence of war, but it is the capacity of human beings to interrelate in a positive man-ner.

It is important to note that our current social arrangements rest on a pattern of conflictive rela-tionships and on power, manifest at all levels. Such a culture, which characterizes our world politically, economically and in so many other ways, is not able to conceptualize peace as the permanent state of humanity, but only as a temporary suspension of conflict.  In such a context, understanding peace as the per-manent state of humanity would surely be utopian. But we believe that peace is possible. It is fitting.  Because of this, we work for a civilization of peace.

A civilization of peace does not consist of a generic desire for peace, or of equally generic initiatives for peace, or of banner-waving at demonstra-tions.  Rather, peace is found in a culture where people think positively, where society is built on the positive attributes of people, not on the negative ones.  Furthermore, our relationship with other creatures will be based on the positive vision we have of them.  According to this way of thinking, true ecology is that which is based on respect, on the proper use of things, and on an appreciation for all created things; we at Assisi Pax call this condition  being at peace with creation.  Our task is to blaze the trail toward a new civilization based on that which is positive; it will be dedicated to the elimi-nation of both the reality and the idea of “the enemy” and of “conflict.” We learned this through a Christian reading of creation.

We need to explain something.  When we speak of peace, we habitually make reference to the Christian faith.  This, however, does not mean that our discourse is internal to the Christian faith, but rather that we use the language of faith to transmit our beliefs and proposals.  Faith, in fact, employs a language that allows us to know reality from the perspective of faith; and this perspective is not contrary to the knowledge that we gain from reason or science.  It is like looking at a panoramic view from different angles, or stu-dying reality using different cognitive modalities, like reason, poetry, painting, music, etc..  Each cognitive modality deals with the same reality, but uses a different language; the languages are rich and complementary.  Thus, we use religious language that must be translated into the other languages.

The understanding of our peace project is mediated by Francis of Assisi’s reading of the Gospel, as understood by Br. GianMaria Polidoro, ofm.  A commitment to peace is above all a commitment to rethink our approach to the way that we live and organize ourselves.  We need to look at and modify:

a- our way of reading reality and interpreting it;

b- our manner of speaking, trying not to use language that gives rise to images of conflict (verbs like “overco-me,” “defeat,” “shoot down,” etc..);

c- our manner of dialoguing with one another, looking for ways based on discovery, evidence and an appreciation for the positive elements in the viewpoints of others;

d- the way we position our-selves in society, always looking to promote non-violence;

e- our ability to see peace not only as a possibility, but as something that is expedient (and this expediency will be the mainspring that attracts and keeps the attention of others).

For more information see: www.assisipax.org
MEETING OF JPIC ANIMATORS OF THE AFRICA CONFERENCE

Nairobi, Kenya, 14-18 September 2008
It was a great honor and an intense joy for the Province of Saint Francis in Africa and Madagascar to host the annual meeting of the JPIC Provincial Animators of the Africa Conference in Nairobi.  On Sunday, September 14, Br. Joe Ehrhardt, vice-president of JPIC for the Conference, welcomed the participants.  Work began the following day with reports from the Entities present (Holy Land, Mozambique, St. Francis Pro-vince and JPIC FA) and the fraternal sharing of the achie-vements and challenges of each entity.
In the afternoon the friars visited the one-year-old office of JPIC Franciscans Africa in Lang’ata.  They were received by Br. Gianfrancesco and Sr. Kevin.  After a presentation of the acti-vities and dreams of the office and its growing importance for the Franciscan Family in Africa the friars visited the nearby “giraffe center”.  Evening Prayer and supper were celebrated in our theology House in Lang’ata.
The morning of September 16 was dedicated to a presentation on the upcoming publications of the JPIC office of the General Curia, namely: the book of reflections on Minority (Chap. IV of the GGCC) and the handbook for JPIC Animators.  Both publications will serve to advance the reflection on our charism and our commitment to the work of JPIC.
In the afternoon the friars were delighted by the accurate and updated presentation of Dr. Margaret Ogola on the “new challenges of HIV/AIDS to the Church and the African Continent.”  She is head of the Health department of the Kenyan Episcopal Conference.  Fr. David Kamau OFMCap. Followed, and he gave an overview of the historical reasons behind the post-election violence Kenya experienced early this year.  The presentations were followed by a fraternal dialogue with the experts.
During Mass on the 17th, feast of the Stigmata, Br. Joe reflected on the “new stigmata” affecting so many people in our African societies and the effect of neo-liberalism on their growth.  The morning session focused on the contribution of Franciscans to save mother earth.  A Franciscan sister, Mary Frances Wanagari LSSJ, shared her experience as an activist woman working for human rights and environment in Kenya on behalf of the Association of Sisters for Justice and Peace.  The rest of the day was spent visiting a poverty-stricken area of Nairobi, Kasa-rani and the work the Little Sisters of St. Francis are doing for the youth and most vulne-rable people of our society. The Board of Youth Alive, Peter, John and Lillian, together with Sr. Venantius, received us in their headquarters.  They told us of their efforts to change the behaviour of the youth, and of their challenge to pass on a pro-life message meant to rescue youth from drugs, violence and promiscuity.  A very friendly Franciscan sharing closed the day around a glass of water and some cookies.
After supper the animators eva-luated the meeting and recon-firmed its importance for the delegates. They stressed the need for better communication among themselves and reiterated their commitment to the service of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation in their entities, espe-cially in three critical areas:
1.  Special concern for the follo-wing categories of people: 
a) Those excluded and margi-nalised (as identified by each Entity).

b) Those infected by HIV/AIDS and/or other infectious diseases (malaria, TB, waterborne diseases)
2.  Work to eliminate as much as possible inequalities among the friars, and encourage a just distribution of resources among the people in the countries where we live and work.
3.  Since peace is necessary for development to take place, we urge the friars in all Entities to establish a process of conscience formation which will include formation and training in conflict management (prevention and resolution) and peace building.  This formation will be made available to the friars and to the people in the places where we are living.
Br. Gianfrancesco Sisto, ofm/JPICFA
HOLY SEE TO PUBLISH DOCUMENT 

ON POVERTY AND GLOBALIZATION
Cardinal Renato Martino, presi-dent of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, announced the forthcoming publication by the Holy See of a document analy-zing poverty in the context of globalization.  This news was released during a 4-day congress on evangelization last week in Dar-Es-Salaam (Tanzania).  In the course of the congress the cardinal officially presented the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, which was published in October 2004, to the Church in Africa. He pointed out that “an indispen-sable act of charity” is the “determination that has as its end the organization and structure of society so that a neighbor does not have to live in misery.”

As reported by Vatican Radio this past Tuesday, the cardinal also stated that “since the Second Vatican Council, the preferential option for the poor is one of the points that most characterizes the social doctrine of the Church….  Poverty and, above all, the growing inequality between areas, continents and countries, including within the latter, constitutes the most dramatic problem facing the world today.”

During the final talk of the Conference, when he presented the Compendium to Africa (as had already been done in Mexico in 2005 for America, and in Bangkok in 2007 for Asia) the cardinal explained that the new document will attempt to offer concrete answers to the problem of poverty in keeping with the Church’s social doctrine.

"The intention is to point out an evangelical approach to combat poverty, to identify -- both at the national and the international level -- those responsible for combating poverty, to sensitize the Church to greater and more articulated attention to and awareness of the problems of poverty and of the poor of the world," he said.  "It must not be forgotten that today extreme poverty has, above all, the face of women and children, espe-cially in Africa," the cardinal added.

Cardinal Martino said that the dynamism of evangelization "must drive the Church to privilege the poor, to direct our strength to the poor, to consider the renewal of society from the needs of the poor."  This concern should be all the greater if one takes into account that poverty "is a situation facing a great number of people, including whole populations, a situation that today has acquired the proportions of a real worldwide social issue."

September 2, 2008 (ZENIT.org).

LOWER ENERGY CONSUMPTION

DOES NOT MEAN LOWER QUALITY OF LIFE

Did you know that…?

….our current energy model causes climate change:
· A good part of the energy we consume comes from petroleum, coal and gas.  Production of energy and its consumption in homes, businesses and transport are responsible for most CO2 emissions (CO2 is the gas mainly responsible for the greenhouse effect, which causes climate change).

· The burning of fossil fuels is causing global warming.  To halt global warming we should not consume even one fourth of the current reserves of fossil fuels.

….nuclear energy is not an alternative because:
· It is highly dangerous, as shown by accidents like Chernobyl

· It is dirty, producing radioactive waste which will remain dangerous for tens of thousands of years.  There is no adequate plan to manage this waste.

· It is an economic failure, and survives only because of enormous government subsidies. 

….as a consequence of climate change:
· It is estimated that between 15 and 37% of plant and animal species will becomes extinct.

· Rainfall in south and southeast Europe has decreased by 20% between 1990 and 2000.

….there are alternatives for clean and renewable energy:
· Create a rational and efficient plan for energy consumption.

· Substitute fossil fuels and nuclear energy with renewable energy sources.

· Carry out the terms of the Kyoto Protocol established by the United Nations and ratified by 157 countries which, in order to ease the consequences of the greenhouse effect, propose a global reduction of CO2 emissions into the atmosphere.

For a more sustainable life, do something….

….use energy responsibly and save it:
· Lower energy bulbs consume 5 times less energy than incandescent bulbs and last 15 times longer.

· Be sure to turn off lights when not needed.

· Using cold water rather than hot in the clothes washer lowers energy consumption by 80 to 90%.

· For each degree that heat is raised or air conditioning lowered, energy consumption drops by 7%.

· A fan consumes 98% less energy than an air conditioner.

· Install good insulation, it can lower energy consumption by 50 to 90%.

· Covering pots while cooking lowers energy use by 20%.

….use renewable energy sources:
· Install solar panels to heat water.  Use of a solar water heater, supported by use of gas, can save 85% of the energy used by an electric heater, and 60% of the energy used by a gas heater.

· Connect solar energy to the electric grid.

….share car rides:
A car shared by two, three or four people uses 50, 66 or 75% less energy than one used by a person riding alone.
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