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WITH MY BROTHER IN PRISON….
Vacation is a great invention!  I have always appreciated it, but I must say that since coming to Morocco the possibility of breathing “our air” for a few weeks has become even more important (in spite of the comment of our French brother who says that “a Friar Minor never has a vacation…”).  But the moment arrives when I need to pack and cross sea and sky once again.  I arrive the day before the beginning of Rama-dan, and it arrives very hot, with temperatures soaring above 40 degrees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit).  And you cannot drink anything until after sunset!  I have to admit that this year I remained more Catholic, admi-ring my Islamic brothers from a distance.  But I did live one aspect of Ramadan: solidarity.  I received the grace of a dis-covery: among the classic seven works of mercy (the famous “five-finger Gospel” of Mother Teresa: what you have done to me) is found this one: I was in prison and you visited me.  In this spirit I received permission from the Ministry of Justice of Morocco to visit the Christians who are in the prison of Meknes.  As I waited outside the door of the prison, all sorts of questions went through my mind.  Will they let me inside?  Will I be able to visit all the prisoners?  Knowing that all of them are Spaniards who are in prison because of drugs, will we be able to communicate with one another sufficiently?  Will my visit mean anything to them?

From the very first visit all of my fears disappeared.  I was very well received by the guards (who were acquainted with our Com-munity…we are famous in the city!), and I established a great relationship with the prisoners.  We talked, joked, prayed…the Lord was in our midst.  After the third or fourth visit I had already left the prison and was driving home, when some thoughts came to mind.  What is a northern Italian, who grew up Catholic and had a good job in a pharma-ceutical company in Milan, doing in this corner of Morocco?  What happens to bring about a situation where an Italian Franciscan friar finds himself exchanging pats on the back with Moroccan jailers as if they were old friends, and visiting Spanish drug traffickers?  This led me to two conclusions.

The first is that the Church I have always dreamed of, where the Gospel is proclaimed to the ends of the earth, where the Church becomes all things to all people, where it sets out on the road to search for those who have been scattered and celebra-tes the mercy of God, this Church does exist.

The second hit me even more forcefully. This Church of proxi-mity, of universal fraternity, which is present hic et nunc, in this precise moment and place, even with its limitations and human frailties (perhaps even because of them), this Church is me.  I understood that it is God, in the infinite fantasy (and hu-mor) of God’s Spirit, who invites me to become a living member of God’s body, to promote an ever-deeper communion among all people.

So it was wonderful to let a cry of joy surge up within me: Allahu akbar!  God is bigger, always bigger, than our rash imaginations.  God does great things in the secret of the insignificance of each day.  And the miracle of the Kingdom, which breaks into the dullness and rigidity of daily life, is renewed every time that men and women put their trust in God and allow themselves to attempt the crazy adventure of saying “yes” without reserve or condition, without loopholes or compensa-tion for damages.

Br. Pietro Pagliarini OFM
MEETING OF JPIC ANIMATORS

Province of Sts. Francis and James, Mexico
The provincial JPIC Commission has programmed, along with its other activities, ongoing contact with the guardians, inviting them to name or to elect friars who will serve as local animators.  To carry out their animation work, each animator should form a team that includes lay people.  Besides programmed activities, the Commission also promoted a Meeting of the Provincial Ani-mators.  This meeting was held July 10-11 in Valle de la Mise-ricordia, Tlaquepaque, Jalisco.

The overall goal of the meeting was to motivate the local Ani-mators, while helping to expand their knowledge of JPIC.  This was done through talks, workshops and, above all, expe-riences.  The topics examined were Foundations of JPIC, Hu-man Rights and Environmental Issues.  Eleven friars and eleven lay people were present for the meeting, along with a team of eight who cared for logistics.  The atmosphere of the meeting was family-like, and participants showed great interest in the topics presented.

According to the final evalua-tion, participants rated topics and content as good to excellent; they rated the speakers and those who ran the workshops as good to excellent as well.

Conclusions:
· JPIC values teach us to see, judge and act from the pers-pective of the Gospel, like Saint Francis of Assisi.

· We looked at the Human Rights of liberty, life, edu-cation and equality, using the Political Constitution of Mexico and the Political Constitutions of some of the states of Mexico. We com-mitted ourselves to disse-minating this knowledge in our communities and to promoting these rights.  We will base what we do on Catholic Social Teaching.  We will provide information and formation on Human Rights and Ecology, making people aware of the damage we cause to the environment and fostering responsibility for care of creation.  We will work to analyze the reality around ourselves in order to find Human Rights viola-tions.

Decisions:
· We will organize JPIC commissions in our local communities.

· We will begin to recycle (separate organic and inor-ganic waste), and to en-courage an attitude that promotes the three r’s: recycle, reduce and reuse.

Among the written comments about the meeting, participants suggested that the workshops be continued and that they be offered in local communities.  They said that the topics covered were interesting because they awakened consciousness.  They felt that the results of the meeting were satisfactory, and commented that our new goal is to assure that each local fra-ternity name an animator and that the animator should form a team which will help promote JPIC.
Br. Antonio Galindo Carreón, OFM
Provincial JPIC Animator
ANIMATION COMMITTEE MEETING IN ROME
The JPIC Animation Committee of the Order met in Rome October 26-31.  Members shared their experiences of the last six months, and then the friars of the Rome Office gave an update of their recent activities.  The main topics for the meeting were elaboration of the JPIC plan for the next six years, and prepa-ration of the upcoming Interna-tional Council meeting to be held in Bolivia in February 2010.

The six-year plan for JPIC was presented to the General Defini-torium during their November meeting.  It is strongly based on the document of the 2009 General Chapter, Bearers of the Gift of the Gospel, which can be found on the webpage of the Order.  It calls on all Entities of the Order, with the help of the JPIC Office, to commit them-selves to:

· Promote in Initial and On-going Formation the values of our Franciscan spiritual-lity highlighted in JPIC.

· Examine the impact of our style of life on creation, especially regarding climate change, and promote envi-ronmental justice in order to highlight the relationship between social and ecolo-gical themes.

· Promote active non-violence in our lives, with particular emphasis on resolution of conflicts.

· Pay special attention to the excluded of our society, according to the reality of each Entity, with a parti-cular commitment to the defense and promotion of human rights.

· Consider and promote the ethical use of economic and natural resources in the life of the friars, in their ministry and in society.

The Chapter also requested continuation of the annual JPIC course at the Antonianum, and recommended that similar cour-ses be given in all Franciscan Institutes of Higher Learning.  JPIC was also directed to collaborate in the Amazon Project.  All of these issues are important aspects of the six-year plan, along with a commitment to help prepare the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the Spirit of Assisi in October of 2011.

The upcoming International Council meeting will be held in Tarata, Bolivia, from the 21st to the 27th of February, 2010.  The dates and the venue were con-firmed by the Definitorium at their last meeting.  It will include an overview of the reality of our 13 OFM conferences, with a special look at the reality of Bolivia.  Much of the work during the Council meeting will deal with the mandates of the General Chapter. Invited partici-pants include the General Secre-taries of Formation and Evange-lization.  We will work with them to find a strategy to cooperate on implementation of the Chapter mandates.  The Council will also consider three areas of cooperation with Romans VI, the group of JPIC directors for the Franciscan family.  These areas are:

· Awareness of the environ-mental crisis that we are facing, and concrete steps to deal with it.

· Cooperation on plans to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Spirit of Assisi.

· Collaboration with Francis-cans International to involve Franciscans in the new human rights instrument of the United Nations, the UPR (Universal Periodic Review).  Every country in the world must present a report to the UN every four years on the state of human rights.  Fran-ciscans of each country will be invited to help prepare an alternative report at the same time.

The JPIC presidents of each conference will receive a ques-tionnaire prior to the Council meeting.  It will help them pre-pare a report about the situation in each conference.

The Animation Committee also highlighted the importance of the JPIC bulletin CONTACT.  It allows us to share with one another concrete programs and activities of JPIC. The commit-tee noted that JPIC animators should be reminded of the need to provide short articles to the Rome Office to be included in the bulletin.
Br. Joe Rozansky OFM

ETHICAL INVESTMENTS

As religious, we take a vow of poverty. As Franciscans, our identity is characterized by minority-poverty-solidarity.  Because of this we are ne-cessarily led to reflect on our relationship to money: how do we earn it?  How do we use it?  How do we share it?  How do we invest it?  In this article we will consider the last aspect: where do we invest our money?

Money serves many needs: it provides for our simple upkeep; it supports our apostolic works and evangelizing mission, again with an eye to simplicity; it helps to maintain our brothers in formation and those who are sick or elderly; and it allows us to share with others in solidarity.

It also seems logical that the Provinces would have a reserve fund to cover unforeseen expen-ses.  It does not need to be very large, and in order that our Franciscan life might be a sign in today’s world, it should be clearly seen as an experience of “Gospel insecurity.” Our outlook for the future should be characterized by great trust in Providence.

Consequently, it is good that we fix beforehand a maximum limit for the reserve fund.  This limit will depend on the number of friars in the Province, their ages, the number of people in for-mation, etc.  Since circumstances can change the limit should be reviewed periodically, say every three years.  In any case, these reserve funds will be invested, and such investments raise ethical questions.

Moral reflection on financial issues is not new.  For centuries the Catholic Church had consi-dered it immoral to lend money at interest, and we Franciscans were pioneers in this area…  But as trade and the need for finance have grown, such concern has diminished, to the point of disappearing almost completely.  Today, in a very different econo-mic and social context, we should look to recover this ethical sense.  We do this so as to affirm that not all financial practices which are legal also meet the criteria of Catholic Social Teaching for equity and justice.

In spite of past history, this question is new for many of us Franciscans.  In regard to finan-cial management, many believers and religious institutes live a certain degree of contradiction.  On one hand, Catholic Social Teaching is highly critical of an economic system where the interests of capital seem to be placed above those of people (cf. Laborem exercens 12).  The core of the new “world order,” affected by “structures of sin” (cf. Sollicitudo rei socialis 36 and 37), is an international financial system that is increa-singly interconnected.  At the same time it is less controlled by political considerations, or by solid ethical reasoning.  It is more depersonalized and more oriented toward short-term spe-culative gain, evermore distant from the needs of people and from service to the real eco-nomy.

On the other hand, while many believers and not a few religious communities share this critical attitude and express their con-cern with conviction, when it comes to administering the communal patrimony (investing resources, using money market accounts, arranging loans, etc.) ethical considerations are often left aside in favor of the same criteria used by the rich and by the powerful financial institu-tions: profit, security and liquidity.

Of course, responsible adminis-tration of resources requires a care for these criteria.  But from a Christian perspective and with genuine social concern, it is increasingly clear that they are not sufficient.  We must also take into account the social profitability of our invest-ments.  What is done with our money?  With our savings?  Banks can invest them in arma-ments, in industries that pollute, or simply look for maximum profit at the cost of deteriorating labor conditions for thousands of workers. Alternatives surely exist.  We can find investments that support economic initiatives that are in line with our ideals of justice, of the struggle against poverty, and of environmental sustainability.

What can we do?
· Reflect on this issue and look for information on alternative opportunities that will make our investments more socially responsible and ecologically sustainable.

· Request that this issue be dealt with at a meeting of the Province.

· If they have not already done so, ask the Definitorium and the Treasurer of the Province to invest some provincial resources in a socially res-ponsible bank or investment fund.
Br. Vicente Felipe OFM

JPIC COURSE AT THE ANTONIANUM (13-24 April, 2010)
Our next JPIC course at the Antonianum will be held 13-23 April, 2010, with the possibility of one extra day (the 24th) for our JPIC animators who will be present.  

Please note that the course begins on Tuesday, so participants can easily arrive on the 12th and be ready to begin on the morning of the 13th.  

As has been the custom, the course will be offered in three languages: Italian, English and Spanish.  
Afternoons of the first five days will offer the theoretical foundations for JPIC, and the mornings of those five days will be reserved for our JPIC animators.  The last four days, mornings and afternoons, will be dedicated to the theme of peace-making and conflict resolution.  As always, the course is open to all friars, and to other interested religious and laity as well.

A NEW WAY: THE CLOISTER GARDEN

Today it is necessary to find new ways to approach people and announce the Gospel.  I would like to highlight a way I found to announce the good news of Jesus Christ in the spirit of the founder of our Order, Saint Francis of Assisi.  It came to me in a vision, allowing me to discover this approach to reach people, to touch their souls, to show them Creation and the Creator.  The idea was to create an oasis of silence, reflection and gathering in a fast-paced world.  With this in mind our friary garden got a facelift, and it was filled with the spirit of Francis of Assisi as expressed in the Canticle of Brother Sun.  This spirit touches all who enter.  Visitors to the garden can see and feel the abundance of Mother Earth’s beauty.  This is done in a calm and subtle way by use of the elements of The Canticle, which are presented in such a way that all who see them, whether believers or not, are invited to reflect on them deeply.

Many people speak with me about their experiences.  For example, Sister Bodily Death is represented in the form of a hollow log.  Through it a cross can be seen, made visible by a stream of light; it symbolizes a path to the afterlife. This symbolism has already helped many grieving people in their bereavement process. They were able to let go of their loved ones who have died because they understand that Jesus is now with them, and that their sins have been forgiven by God.

We also have a prayer corner.  It is very simple, featuring the San Damiano cross.  It is a place of solitary prayer and is often visited by people who have little contact with the church.  They receive new strength to find a path of faith to the Lord Jesus.  Nowadays many people are longing for the Lord but find themselves so far off the path that it can be difficult to join a church.  Once they come to our garden, however, their hearts open up and you can often hear them say: “It’s like a paradise here.”  The San Damiano alcove is an invitation and those who visit it are touched by the spirit of the place. Every time I receive this type of feedback I become more and more aware of the fact that the Holy Spirit is with us, and through us affects the people of today’s world.  Many different groups visit the garden and enjoy guided tours throughout the year.  They are from a wide range of backgrounds: students, church groups, secular groups.  They come from near and far.  Crea-tion and the spirit of Saint Francis of Assisi are always given top priority in our guided tours.  I always encourage young students to visit the San Damiano alcove if they are feeling sad or stressed or have problems.  I invite them to unburden themselves to our Lord Jesus.  The friary garden is open all day long to everyone, and the brothers are always available for conversation.  I am surprised at how often this offer is accepted by visitors. We have to learn to approach people in many differ-rent ways.

In all honesty, this journey has not been an easy one for the brothers.  We had been reclusive, living in silence and behind the walls of the monastery.  Now, although we live in the same building, we do so among and with the people.  One reason for this change is that interested people are now allowed to live with us as guests; another reason is the estimated 20,000 visitors that come to our garden each year (it has been in operation for three years).

The Vision has come true, and there are even more visitors than I expected.  It has come about through the workings of the Holy Spirit and the foresight of the leaders of our religious commu-nity, who allowed a brother to walk a path less travelled.  Our garden is a place filled with the spirit of Saint Francis of Assisi, right in the center of town.  It would be a blessing if more such places were to appear in our friaries. Our friary is the “world” and if we cannot go out to the people, we can invite them to come to us.  It works!
Br. Christoph Will OFM
Wangen, Germany
RIGHT TO LIFE MUST INCLUDE FOOD SECURITY FOR ALL

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI 
TO MR JACQUES DIOUF, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FAO 
ON THE OCCASION OF WORLD FOOD DAY 2009
 H.E. Mr Jacques Diouf, Director General of FAO 

If the celebration of World Food Day recalls the foundation of the FAO and its action in the fight against hunger and malnutrition in the world, it stresses above all the urgent need for interventions on behalf of all who are without daily bread, in so many countries, because of inadequate food security. 

The actual crisis that is hitting all sectors of the economy without distinction is particularly harshly affecting the world of farming, whose situation is becoming dramatic. This crisis demands that Governments and the different elements of the International Community make decisive and effective decisions. 

To guarantee people and peoples the possibility of overcoming the scourge of hunger is to assure them concrete access to adequate, healthy food. Indeed, this is a practical expression of the right to life which, although it is solemnly proclaimed, all too often remains far from being implemented fully. 
The theme chosen by the FAO for World Food Day is: "Achieving food security in times of crisis". It is an invitation to consider agricultural work as a fundamental element of food security and consequently as fully part of economic activity. For this reason, farming must have access to adequate investments and resources. This topic calls into question and makes clear that by their nature the goods of creation are limited: they therefore require responsible attitudes capable of encouraging the sought-after security, thinking likewise of that of future generations. Thus profound solidarity and farsighted brotherhood are essential. 
The realization of these objectives entails a necessary change in lifestyle and mindsets. It obliges the international community and its institutions to intervene in a more appropriate and forceful way. I hope that such an intervention may encourage cooperation with a view to protecting the methods of cultivating the land proper to each region and to avoiding a heedless use of natural resources. I also hope that this cooperation will preserve the values proper to the rural world and the fundamental rights of those who work the land. By setting aside privileges, profit and convenience, it will then be possible to achieve these objectives for the benefit of the men, women, children, families and communities that live in the poorest regions of the planet and are the most vulnerable. Experience shows that even advanced technical solutions lack efficiency if they do not put the person first and foremost, who comes first and who, in his or her spiritual and physical dimensions, is the alpha and the omega of all activity. 
Rather than an elementary need, access to food is a fundamental right of people and peoples. It will therefore become a reality, hence a security, if adequate development is guaranteed in all the different regions. The drama of hunger in particular can only be overcome by "eliminating the structural causes that give rise to it and promoting the agricultural development of the poorer countries. This can be done by investing in rural infrastructures, irrigation systems, transport, organization of markets, and in the development and dissemination of appropriate agricultural technology that can make the best use of the human, natural and socio-economic resources that are more readily available at the local level" (Caritas in Veritate, n. 27). 
Faithful to her vocation to be close to the most deprived, the Catholic Church promotes, sustains and participates in the efforts made to enable each people and each community to have access to the necessary means to guarantee an appropriate level of food security. 
In expressing these wishes, I renew to you, Mr Director-General, the expression of my high esteem and I invoke an abundance of divine Blessings upon the FAO, upon the Member States and upon all the personnel. 
 

From the Vatican, 16 October 2009. 
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