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FRIARS MINISTER TO COLOMBIAN ENVIRONMENTAL REFUGEES:

EFFECTS OF FUMIGATION

Three friars (one from the Santa Fe Province of Colombia and two from Ecuador) have been involved in providing services to Colombian environmental refu-gees who cross the border into Ecuador.  I am one of these friars and I deal with the issue of human migration for the Church of San Miguel in Sucumbíos, Ecuador.  The three of us live a life of insertion and fraternity which has helped us learn many things and meet many challen-ges.  Our task is to welcome, listen to, prepare and integrate these refugees into the local community: “I was a stranger and you welcomed me” (Mt. 25:35).  Between 2000 and 2007 I was also able to see the effects of spraying, which is used to eliminate illicit crops on the Colombian side of the border.  I observed these things while I served as a member of a moni-toring team of the UN High Commission for Refugees.  This situation affected not only Co-lombians, but the local commu-nities on the Ecuadorian side of the border as well.  Paul Hunt, a New Zealander who is Special Rapporteur for the Human Rights Council of the UN in the area of the Right to Health, said that: “There is nothing which allows Colombia to put at risk the Ecuadorean right to health.”

These refugees can be called “environmentally displaced peo-ple.” This classification must be studied in more detail to help extend the legal nature of their status, which is a result of human technology and/or natural disas-ters caused by global warming.  There are currently millions of environmental refugees in the world, and the number will grow in coming years.

Spraying on the Colombia/Ecua-dor border has affected 33 communities in the parish of Ge-neral Farfán. However between the San Miguel and Putumayo Rivers around 200 communities (more or less 1500 families) have also lost everything, including their land and cattle.  Communities that have come into direct contact with the spraying have experienced an increase in various diseases and deaths.  The government of the province, where 68% of the environmental refugees of the country reside, will not take responsibility for the situation.  Many of the environmental refu-gees are indigent.  They are also vulnerable because they are practically abandoned by the government.  When they have problems they count on the “law of the mountain,” searching out irregular groups like the guerillas and paramilitaries, a situation which highlights the inefficiency and lack of presence on the part of the State. 

With the appearance of new diseases and the low quality of production, these families re-ceived help in the form of the replacement of the floors in their houses.  This was done with help from the Juan Bonal Foundation, a program with I administered.  It caused me to reflect on the spirituality that we live as Friars Minor: giving back to the Highest Good that which we have received from Him.  This is done as we walk with our brothers and sisters and promote both environmental justice and human rights.

Br. Miguel Timanà, OFM

THE FORGOTTEN ONES OF PERU: THE INDIGENOUS
There were various stoppages in Peru in the month of June.  They were initiated by unions, workers and especially by the indigenous.  The main cause of these stop-pages was a lack of understand-ding of various government decrees.  This led to a blockade of the main road leading to the Amazon region; it continued for some weeks and left the popu-lation without access to ne-cessary goods. The police inter-vened on the morning of June 5th, and the resulting confron-tation left 30 dead, between police and indigenous. As is generally the case, this gloomy story occurs on the margins of our society, and affects the Andean and Amazonian indige-nous peoples.

The opinion of Peruvian presi-dent Alan García is that the Amazon region is underdeve-loped and that native populations have neither the ability nor the capital needed to extract the resources that the forest offers.  To address this situation he introduced a series of laws meant to facilitate investment in extrac-tive industries (oil, gas, mining and lumber). These new govern-ment norms made the market for land more flexible, which further erodes the ability of the Amazon indigenous people to control their own territory. “The original sin – perhaps the only sin – in regard to these governmental de-crees decried by the indigenous, is lack of consultation in their implementation.”  They were neither consulted nor asked for their consent.  Remember that the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples requires their free con-sent, prior and informed, before the State or any business can proceed with such undertakings.

Historically, the government has shown interest in the forest when it has been profitable to do so: gold in the colonial period, rubber at the beginning of the 20th Century, and oil, minerals and lumber today.  The dream of the government is a vision of the Amazon region as a great empty space, entirely at its disposal.  Indigenous groups, who do not speak Spanish and were already concerned with this government attitude, were tricked and used by some extremists, who told them that the government had sold their lands, their water, their forests, etc.  The extremists did this to provoke the ensuing stoppages.  Such stoppages do nothing to further dialogue and solve problems, or to find the lasting peace that we all desire.  The government did not sell indigenous land, but it has surely long ignored the situation of these peoples.  It needs to bring them education, health care, roads, infrastructure, title to their lands, etc…

The Church, through the office of the president of the Bishops’ Conference, has acted as media-tor in the situation.  This has led the government to repeal some of the norms that affected the indigenous peoples.  A high-level commission still needs to be formed, with indigenous re-presentation, to create projects that will benefit these peoples.  The government must fulfill the commitments it has made with the indigenous.  We Franciscans are near these forgotten people, and we struggle for justice, peace and the development of the poor of Peru.  We are also committed to protecting the natural resour-ces of the country.

Br. Victor Correa Vargas ofm

Missionary Province of Saint Francis Solano, Peru

YOUNG SECOND-GENERATION IMMIGRANTS ORGANIZE
When I got my first Identity Card at age 16 I was very proud.  We were told to carry it at all times since the police have the right to ask for it at anytime.  I found this very exciting, even though my card was never checked.  I have had it for more than 30 years now, and not once have I been asked to show it.

Since I live in Frankfurt I know why this is the case. It is because I am white.  The experience of my friends is quite different.  Because they are black or colo-red, every few days they are checked by the police.  Coming home from Church or school, or just going to the city for shopping, they are regularly stopped by the police and they consider themselves lucky if they are only asked to show their IDs, because these stops can also include body checks which can be rather humiliating.

Frankfurt is very international and the new and old German “Nazis” have no chance in the city, but such a police practice tends to exclude these second generation immigrants, and to make their integration into so-ciety more difficult. Even though the most of them are born in Germany and have German passports, this policy tells them: “you do not seem to be German” and “you are a potential crimi-nal.”  It is a form of racism because they are being checked due to the color of their skin. 

This kind of exclusion goes hand in hand with the housing and educational problems of the majority of immigrant families.  Of course, Germany has no law which prohibits immigrants from living in certain areas or going to better schools.  But most live in big apartment buildings together with people who have all sorts of problems, and many of the immigrant children have more problems in the school because their parents cannot help them in the same way that Germans parents can help their own chil-dren.

Our friary is located in an apartment building where there are many immigrant families.  In the last 18 years our apartment has developed into an informal meeting point for the young generation of those with a so-called “immigrant background.”  They come first of all to do their homework and to prepare for their exams.  But later they come to talk together and organize their free time. They have recen-tly created an action plan to make the public aware of police discrimination against them.  It is important to change this police policy. But it is equally impor-tant that the young people become aware of their situation, show solidarity with one other and overcome the exclusion. 

The first step of the “action plan” was to share their police stories with one another.  It helped them to see that no one is alone, to become aware of the injustice involved, and to see the need to organize themselves to overcome this practice.  They then had a meeting with a deputy of the German parliament in Berlin to discuss this situation of discrimi-nation. We also had many mee-tings with different groups who were interested in listening to their stories.  This helped the youth to understand that the police policy of checking their papers is not “normal” and that they should be accepted as Germans.  We are now collecting all the different stories in written form to present them to various politicians.  We are also trying to meet with the police to talk about the negative effect of this kind of policy. 

Whatever else is gained through this program, we have already attained one positive result: the young people have developed much more self confidence, and have come to see themselves as active citizens in German socie-ty.

Markus Heinze OFM, 

Frankfurt, Germany
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST THE “SEM TERRA”

In 2006 the OFM International Congress for JPIC was held in Uberlândia, Brazil.  During the Congress, participants were warmly received into the homes of the “Sem Terra,” the landless families of the region.  Brother Rodrigo Peret recently wrote to the Rome JPIC Office to tell us about two problems that these people have had with the police.
The first concerns Mateus da Silva.  He is 12 years old and lives in one of the landless camps near Uberlândia.  Because of a mental disability he is under a doctor’s care.  During one of his crises, he ran away from the camp.  His grandmother (an old woman who has raised 19 children, 14 of them adopted) has been responsible for Mateus since his mother’s death.  As soon as she noticed that her grandson was misssing, she asked four people from the camp to look for him.  When they found him, military police officers, who are always near landless camps, approached the group and arrested all of them.  They alleged that the boy was been harmed by the group.  The police did not listen to any explanation, nor did they try to talk to Mateus’ grandmother.  Instead, they handcuffed every-one, even Mateus, and drove them to the police station in Uberlândia. The grandmother arrived soon after. She explained the entire situation, and told the police that the four were doing her a favor, but they did not accept her story.  All, including Mateus, were held for six hours at the police station.
The second problem happened two days later, on the outskirts of Uberlândia. Armed military poli-ce, in vehicles and a helicopter, stopped a procession in honor of Our Lady of Aparecida, the patroness of Brazil.  Members of the Catholic community from a landless camp were surprised by this action carried out during a religious celebration.  Some of the landless were riding horses, others were on foot and others in cars with their families. The statute of Our Lady was on a farm cart decorated with a blue awning and roses. The police alleged that the “raid” was carried out to check that the papers of the vehicles were in order.  There were processions throughout Brazil on this same day, but nowhere else was there a police raid, nowhere else was there a need to check the papers of the cars of the participants.  Why would the authorities choose to carry out such a raid, even if “legal,” against these people as they celebrated their faith?
Such discrimination by the Mili-tary Police of the state of Minas Gerais, and violence against the landless, continued the next day.  Gunmen targeted landless fami-lies who were in their camp. During this criminal action, one of the landless took three shots in the leg.  When he reached the Emergency Room of a nearby hospital, the injured peasant was attacked by the doctor who was supposed to take care of him. The doctor is a brother of the person who employed the gunmen. This aggression was carried out in the presence of three military police officers, who did nothing. The same landless camp suffered another attack a week later.
It is sad to realize that violence and discrimination against landless people is increasing. These cases show how many challenges remain in order to attain full democracy. Of course, if there is no respect for people’s lives there will be no respect for religious practices.  All people, regardless of their social posi-tion, must be respected.  When we talk about the exercise of faith, even in prisons religious practice is allowed and encoura-ged. The faith of the poor, with its sense of solidarity and frater-nity, is part of the strength of Christianity. To suffer intimida-tion by armed police during a religious celebration, just becau-se people are landless or poor, is discrimination. The stigmatize-tion of a social group, the will to criminalize them because of their social condition or because of their political ideas regarding justice and land distribution, is an offense against their human rights.
Brother Rodrigo ended his message by saying: “As you can see, we continue our struggle and work among the landless.  We are always learning from the poor.  Their faith is alive, no matter how difficult life is.  Faith is also an expression of resistan-ce and hope.”
FRANCISCAN PEACE AND THE INTEGRITY OF CREATION
Workshop organized by the Franciscans JPIC Office in Africa
On the 12th and 13th of August 2009, the Office of JPIC Fran-ciscans Africa offered a two-day workshop on Franciscan Peace and Integrity of Creation at Baraka College for Sustainable Agriculture. Brother Gianfran-cesco Sisto ofm, Brother Joe Ehrhardt ofm and Mr. Richard Kakeeto facilitated the work-shop.
Baraka College is run by the Franciscan Brothers in Molo (300 km south west of Nairobi). The college is involved in agricultural extension activities to boost the incomes of farmers and has with the help of  Sustainet turned Baraka Village into a model for sustainable agriculture.  Extension activities reach as far as Baringo District, where the college promotes a horticulture project.
College activities were affected by the Kenyan post election violence in 2007 and 2008.  Neighbor turned against neigh-bor in senseless violence that left homes burnt and relationships devastated. The college served as a refuge for more than 4000 displaced persons.  After the violence, extension workers felt the effect of the violence in the tension that was evident among the people.  Reading the signs of the times, the brothers asked Brother Boniface Kyalo to deve-lop a peace-building strategy that would be implemented along with the livelihoods program.
The extension workers were gi-ven trauma counseling before the JPIC FA office was asked to do the workshop on Franciscan Peace and Integrity of Creation.  The workshop started off with the role of socialization on pre-disposing individuals for violen-ce. The 33 participants were then invited to reflect on the conver-sion of Saint Francis from a young fighter to a seeker of peace.  They were in this process by acting out the stories of the wolf of Gubbio, Francis and the thieves, Francis and the Sultan, and Francis with the Bishop and Mayor of Assisi.
What participants liked most was the participatory approach of the workshop, which allowed them to dialogue and to discover the best ways to promote non-violence.  Being in touch with oneself, with God and with nature, and always respecting the dignity of every human being, were attitudes highlighted as basic to the promotion of non-violence.  Movies and documen-taries, including the story of the eco-pastoral program in Indone-sia, allowed participants to see and identify with Franciscans involved in similar activities throughout the world.
Participants proposed that this Franciscan approach to non-violent peace building be promoted in all the communities affected by the post-election violence in Kenya.

JPICFA
LITHUANIA PROVINCIAL CHAPTER OF MATS: Summer 2009

From August 3rd to 7th, 2009, the Lithuanian Province of Saint Casimir held its annual Chapter of Mats.  It is a good opportunity for the friars to come together.  This year it was special because of the 800 years anniversary of the Order.  We also invited a special guest, Brother Joseph Rozansky OFM, Director of the JPIC Office at the General Curia.  He spoke to us about the principal tasks and activities of the office, and about current global JPIC issues.  Brother Joseph pointed out that many friars of our Province, who often times feel they know nothing about JPIC, are already seriously engaged in JPIC work through their ministry with prisoners, drug addicts, teenagers with a criminal past, the unemployed and cancer patients, and by participating in a local ecological project.  He encouraged the friars to continue these activities, and to look for new ways to serve the people.  He noted the need and importance of promoting coope-ration among the entire Fran-ciscan family – OFS, Franciscan Youth, religious sisters - in the area of JPIC.  Brother Joseph also spoke about some of the JPIC activities being carried out at the level of the Order, like the Amazon project.

We hope to continue discussion of these topics in 2010.  We have invited Brother Joseph to be with us once again, this time at the summer camp for the “Friends of Saint Francis,” where the whole Franciscan family of Lithuania usually gathers. Because all great undertakings have small begin-nings, we hope that the JPIC topics we considered during our Provincial Chapter of Mats will help us to realize more and more the importance of JPIC in the Order, and our need to under-stand in depth the problems of the world and the people, and to respond to them seriously.  We hope that what we have heard, discussed and lived during our Chapter will become an impor-tant part of the future plans and ministries of our Province.

Br. Algirdas Malakauskis OFM, Lithuania
IF YOU WANT TO CULTIVATE PEACE, PROTECT CREATION
Message of his Holiness Pope Benedict XVI for the celebration of the World Day of Peace

1 January 2010
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/messages/peace/documents/hf_ben-xvi_mes_20091208_xliii-world-day-peace_en.html
The Franciscan Ecological Project "Stoutenburg"

Stoutenburgerlaan 5, 3835 PB Stoutenburg
The Netherlands
Tel.+31.33.494.55.00.
E-mail: post@stoutenburg.nl      www.stoutenburg.nl
Improving the relationship between men and nature 
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The 'Franciscan Ecological Project' has been in operation from 1991 on the country-seat "Stoutenburg" near Amersfoort, The Netherlands.
The purpose of this project is to improve the relationship between man and nature. The idea behind this project is the view that this relationship has become seriously distorted. This has led to many problems not only for people themselves but also for the environmental context of life itself. In the Stoutenburg grounds, which measure about thirty acres, the Foundation offers people the opportunity to restore their relationship with nature and environment in practice and by reflection.

A religious perspective

The Project maintains that the relationship between humans and the environment can be truly changed and renewed radically, provided the effort is based on a spirituality, a religious perspective which is nourished by the essential relation-ship of all creatures with one another and with the Creator. The spirituality of Saint Francis and Clare of Assisi is for us a powerful source of inspiration.
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The community: common day life

The community consist of adults and children that share the above mentioned spirituality as laid out in a religious way of life, with a balanced mix of activities and meditation, privacy and social life. It maintains a household, which is environment-friendly: the members grow vegetables and fruits in an ecological kitchen garden. 

Activities

Furthermore, the community also provides an opportunity for those who wish to join the project for a shorter period. It organises activities and runs courses, which deal with environment and spirituality. About a hundred volunteers join the community annually for a shorter or longer period of time. Twice a year the program of activities on Spirituality and Ecology is published (in Dutch). 

Basics and reflection 
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The 'Franciscan Ecological Project' Foundation is responsible for both the objectives and the material requirements of the project. In addition, the Foundation promotes reflection on the experiences of the community and the volunteers through workshops and through publications. To do this the Foundation relies on gifts and donations. To pay the rent for the grounds and the premises the Foundation rents out the Coach-house and a part of the Castle itself as a small-scale and environment-friendly conference-centre.

Networking on Religion and Nature & Environment 

One of the activities of the Foundation was the development of a guide to more than 60 organisations and individuals active in the field of Religion and Nature & Environment. The guide consists of three circles: A first circle with Franciscan-oriented addresses. A second circle contains addresses of people and organisations in the Christian field. A third circle of those active in the more general field of Religion and Ecology. The booklet is only available in Dutch. You may visit the networklist as it is and download the March 1999 edition.
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