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CHRISTMAS ON THE ROAD

ACTION TO PROTECT NATURAL RESOURCES IN BRAZIL

Scientists say that in the future wars will be fought over water, and that potable water will become more and more scarce.  Water is very important in our world, being one of the elements most necessary for survival of life on the planet.  We must remember that water serves not only humans, for industry and farming, in big cities and rural areas, but it serves all of crea-tion: animals, plants, forests, cli-mate and the entire environment.  

We usually take water for gran-ted, expecting it to flow freely when we turn on the faucet.  We forget that to arrive in our ho-mes, and to serve millions, water passes through a complex pro-cess and needs to be protected, especially at it sources.  This is one of the problems we face in Brazil: our water sources are being destroyed by deforestation.
This article describes an envi-ronmental activity that we friars of Santa Cruz Province (state of Minas Gerais) initiated about 10 years ago to help protect natural resources against deforestation, especially the sources of impor-tant rivers. 
In the year 2000 we began with a walk of about 100 km (around 70 miles).  We walked about 20 km (about 14 miles) a day for 5 days to the source of the Saint Francis River.  Every year since we have taken a group of about 90 people (friars and lay people) on a walk through the region to reflect on the Integrity of Creation in Fran-ciscan spirituality, and to talk with the people and authorities of the region about the impor-tance of water sources, the pre-servation of natural resources and the dangers of deforestation.  We call it the “Franciscan March” or the “Franciscan Walk.”
For Christmas 2007, Br. Adelmo Francisco was inspired to start a new walk in another region of our state, along the course of the Itanhém River. Alone he walked 300 km (200 miles) from the source of the river to its mouth.  He did the same a year later in the company of another friar and named this new march “Christ-mas on the Road.”  It calls attention to the same issues, pre-servation of natural resources and deforestation, but there is a difference: an advance group of priests and people from the ecclesial communities along the river course come together to help the Franciscan pilgrims in this environmental activity.  This year the walk started on De-cember 12th at the source of the Itanhém River and finished January 3rd at the mouth of the river with a “Water Forum” on issues related to the Itanhém River.  Representatives came from all 19 cities and villages visited during the walk.  They discussed concrete action to pre-serve water and avoid deforesta-tion. 
These environmental marches have helped us Franciscans to learn a new form of evange-lization, very much tied to our Franciscan spirituality.  They involve the people, communities and authorities of the region.  A group of friars is planning to repeat “Christmas on the Road” every year, and we hope that it will soon attract as many people as the Franciscan March to the Saint Francis River.

 Br. Fábio L’Amour Ferreira OFM

(freifabioofm@yahoo.com.br)

CAMPAING FOR IMMIGRATION REFORM IN USA

The Justice for Immigrants (JFI) Group of the United States Con-ference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) is organizing a cam-paign for Immigration Reform.  The USCCB is encouraging all parishes and Catholic organiza-tions to encourage their mem-bers to advocate for immigration reform by corresponding with their congressional representa-tives by e-mail, phone and letter.  Draft texts are available.
To encourage massive participa-tion, the USCCB has created postcards which can be distri-buted at Catholic parishes, schools, and organizations and signed during weekend masses and other appropriate activities.  

The campaign seeks to address the problem of family disinter-gration.  Clergy and catechists are encouraged to preach and teach these messages, especially in the context of the celebration of the Holy Family and National Migration Week, which occurs from January 3 thru 9. 
(Helpful resources can be found at http://wwwusccb.org/mrs/nmw/index.shtml ).
The Franciscan family is respon-ding by promoting the campaign at its many parishes and mi-nistries and by encouraging its diverse neighbors and local dioceses to participate.  The friars of Holy Name Province, New York, plan to deliver a portion of the signed postcards to their local Congressional representatives when they are home for the celebration of Presidents Day. The friars will especially try to visit to those Congress people who are undecided on the immigration issue. Another portion of the postcards will be distributed by Franciscans participating in the Ecumenical Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill in Washington DC on March 22. 
This day is celebrated each year, and gives Christians a chance to come together and express their support for important issues to officials of the government. 

For additional information and campaign materials, please visit www.justiceforimmigrants.org .
JPIC INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL TO MEET IN BOLIVIA

The International Council for JPIC meets every two years.  It is composed of the members of the International Animation Com-mittee and the JPIC president from each of the Conferences of the Order.  Its next meeting will take place February 21-27 in Tarata, Bolivia.  Plans for the meeting were prepared by the JPIC Animation Committee and approved by the General Defini-torium.

Before the meeting, each of the Conferences is to fill out a questionnaire that will give a picture of the OFM JPIC situa-tion around the world.  It asks about whether or not member Entities have an animator for JPIC, and how the Entities and the Conference have implement-ted the JPIC decisions enacted at the 2003 General Chapter.

Much time will be dedicated to studying the message and the mandates of Chapter 2009.  The offices of the General Curia have been strongly encouraged to collaborate with one another, and the work of the Council meeting will reflect this concern.  The General Secretary for Formation and the General Animator for Evangelization will be present at the meeting and they will address the assembly on how JPIC is integral to their work as well.  Because of this, the local secretaries for Formation and Evangelization have also been invited to attend the meeting.

Each of the Chapter mandates that deal specifically with JPIC will be considered, and the Council will discuss ways to implement them effectively in the life and ministry of the friars.  These mandates include promo-ting in initial and ongoing for-mation the JPIC values of our spirituality; examining the im-pact of our lifestyle on creation, and promoting environmental justice; promoting active non-violence and the resolution of conflict; paying special attention to the excluded of our society; considering and promoting the ethical use of economic and natural resources; conducting the annual JPIC course at the Anto-nianum, and promoting similar courses in Franciscan study cen-ters around the world; colla-borating in the elaboration of the Amazon project; and promoting the celebration of the 25th anni-versary of the Spirit of Assisi in 2011.

The friars of Bolivia will provide information about the social and political situation of the country, along with that of the Church and the Franciscan family.  They will also organize visits to help Council members understand better the reality of the people of Bolivia.
Br. Joe Rozansky  OFM
IV EUROPEAN CONGRESS IN POLAND

Preparations are under way for the fourth European continental meeting for JPIC animators.  It will take place in Poland, at Mount Saint Anne, April 24-30, 2010. Previous continental meet-ings have been held in Assisi (2002), Santiago de Compostela (2004) and Frankfurt (2007).  They are generally held every two years, but changes in the calendar have occurred due to events involving the entire Or-der, like the International JPIC Congress held in Uberlandia, Brazil, in 2006, and the cele-bration of the 800th anniversary of the Rule in 2009.

These Congresses are always a time of great mobilization and enthusiasm, and an important stage on the journey. Our meet-ings of course pay special attention to the issues of the European continent, and the themes of the various meetings have been:

· Assisi – To strengthen JPIC animation among the friars of Europe, taking into account the social, political, economic and religious rea-lity of the continent and aware of the exclusion that is present in Europe and throughout the world.

· Santiago – Toward a Europe in solidarity: how to respond as Franciscans to current challenges.

· Frankfurt – Looking toward unity and solidarity in Eu-rope.
The upcoming Congress will have a somewhat different approach.  Without leaving aside our concern for Europe, the fundamental activity of the meeting will be to provide formation for participants in regard to the specific task of JPIC animation.  Taking into account the ever-greater aware-ness in the Order that JPIC is a constitutive part of our charism (see also the document of the 2009 General Chapter, Bearers of the Gift of the Gospel), it is essential to help animators beco-me just such bearers of the Gospel in the provinces and other Entities of the Order.  The choice of venue – Poland – reflects a desire to work more with the friars of Eastern Europe, who have been somewhat on the fringe of JPIC activities in Euro-pe.

An important part of the Con-gress will be a visit to Aus-chwitz, an enduring wound in the heart of Europe.  Such an expe-rience should continue to raise questions for us.

We are especially happy that the Minister General has confirmed his presence for part of the Con-gress.

Br. Cesare Azimonti OFM

UNITED NATIONS: UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW
What is the Universal Periodic Review?
The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a unique process which involves a review of the human rights records of all 192 UN Member States once every four years. The UPR is a significant innovation of the Human Rights Council which is based on equal treatment for all countries. It provides an opportunity for all States to declare what actions they have taken to improve the human rights situations in their countries and to overcome chal-lenges to the enjoyment of human rights. The UPR also includes a sharing of best human rights practices around the glo-be. Currently, no other mecha-nism of this kind exists. 

What is the goal of the UPR?
The ultimate goal of UPR is the improvement of the human rights situation in every country with significant consequences for people around the globe. The UPR is designed to prompt, support, and expand the promo-tion and protection of human rights on the ground. To achieve this, the UPR involves assessing States’ human rights records and addressing human rights viola-tions wherever they occur. The UPR also aims to provide technical assistance to States and enhance their capacity to deal effectively with human rights challenges and to share best practices in the field of human rights among States and other stakeholders. 

When will States have their human rights records reviewed by the UPR?
All UN Member States will be reviewed every four years - with 48 States reviewed each year. All the 47 members of the Council will be reviewed during their term of membership. On 21 Sep-tember 2007, the Human Rights Council adopted a calendar de-tailing the order in which the 192 UN Member States will be considered during the first four-year cycle of the UPR (2008-2011). The reviews will take place during the sessions of the UPR Working Group (see be-low) which will meet three times a year. The first and second sessions took place in April and May 2008, respectively. The third review will take place from 1 to 15 December 2008. 

Who conducts the review?
The reviews are conducted by the UPR Working Group which consists of the 47 members of the Council; however any UN Member State can take part in the discussion/dialogue with the reviewed States. Each State review is assisted by groups of three States, known as “troikas”, who serve as rapporteurs. The selection of the troikas for each State review is done through a drawing of lots prior for each Working Group session. 

What are the reviews based on? 
The documents on which the reviews are based are: 1) infor-mation provided by the State under review, which can take the form of a “national report”; 2) information contained in the reports of independent human rights experts and groups, known as the Special Procedures, human rights treaty bodies, and other UN entities; 3) information from other stakeholders inclu-ding non-governmental organiza-tions and national human rights institutions. 
How are the reviews conduc-ted?

Reviews take place through an interactive discussion between the State under review and other UN Member States. This takes place during a meeting of the UPR Working Group. During this discussion any UN Member State can pose questions, com-ments and/or make recommend-dations to the States under review. The troikas may group issues or questions to be shared with the State under review to ensure that the interactive dia-logue takes place in a smooth and orderly manner.  The dura-tion of the review will be three hours for each country in the Working Group. 

More information: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/BasicFacts.aspx
2010: International Year of Biodiversity

You are an integral part of nature; your fate is tightly linked with biodiversity, the huge variety of other ani-mals and plants, the places they live and their surround-ding environments, all over the world. 

You rely on this diversity of life to provide you with the food, fuel, medicine and other essentials you simply cannot live without. Yet this rich diversity is being lost at a greatly accelerated rate because of human activities. This impoverishes us all and weakens the ability of the living systems, on which we depend, to resist growing threats such as climate change.
The United Nations pro-claimed 2010 to be the In-ternational Year of Biodiver-sity, and people all over the world are working to safe-guard this irreplaceable na-tural wealth and reduce biodiversity loss. This is vital for current and future hu-man wellbeing. We need to do more. Now is the time to act. 

The International Year of Biodiversity is a unique op-portunity to increase under-standing of the vital role that biodiversity plays in sus-taining life on Earth. 

On the pages of this website (http://www.cbd.int/2010/about/ ), you will be able to find out a bit more about the International Year of Biodi-versity. 

Visit the pages to find out: 

· The important role bio-diversity plays in our lives and what is hap-pening to it. 

· What people are doing around the world to combat biodiversity loss 

· How people are cele-brating the Internatio-nal Year of Biodiversity 

· Some of the resources available to you in your celebrations 

Take Action in 2010 and beyond, because Biodiver-sity is life. Biodiversity is our life

More information: http://iucn.org/iyb/
BENEDICT XVI, IF YOU WANT PEACE, PROTECT CREATION
NEW LIFE-STYLES TO PROTECT CREATION

“It is becoming more and more evident that the issue of environmental degradation challenges us to examine our life-style and the prevailing models of consumption and production, which are often unsustainable from a social, environmental and even economic point of view. We can no longer do without a real change of outlook which will result in new life-styles, “in which the quest for truth, beauty, goodness and communion with others for the sake of common growth are the factors which determine consumer choices, savings and investments”. Education for peace must increasingly begin with far-reaching decisions on the part of individuals, families, communities and states. We are all responsible for the protection and care of the environment. This responsibility knows no boundaries. In accordance with the principle of subsidiarity it is important for everyone to be committed at his or her proper level, working to overcome the prevalence of particular interests. A special role in raising awareness and in formation belongs to the different groups present in civil society and to the non-governmental organizations which work with determination and generosity for the spread of ecological responsibility, responsibility which should be ever more deeply anchored in respect for “human ecology”. The media also have a responsibility in this regard to offer positive and inspiring models. In a word, concern for the environment calls for a broad global vision of the world; a responsible common effort to move beyond approaches based on selfish nationalistic interests towards a vision constantly open to the needs of all peoples. We cannot remain indifferent to what is happening around us, for the deterioration of any one part of the planet affects us all. Relationships between individuals, social groups and states, like those between human beings and the environment, must be marked by respect and “charity in truth”. In this broader context one can only encourage the efforts of the international community to ensure progressive disarmament and a world free of nuclear weapons, whose presence alone threatens the life of the planet and the ongoing integral development of the present generation and of generations yet to come”. (Benedict XVI, If you want peace, protect creation. Message for the celebration of the World Day of Peace, 2010, n. 11).
To read the complete message see:

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/messages/peace/documents/hf_ben-xvi_mes_20091208_xliii-world-day-peace_en.html 
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