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FRANCISCAN SOCIAL SERVICES CENTER

A Project of the Franciscan Family in Cochabamba (Bolivia)

For some time now the Franciscan Family of Cochabamba, Bolivia, has provided a Social Services Center to serve those who are most needy. The Center offers various services:

Dental and Medical Attention
The Saint Luke Foundation, a non-profit organization that belongs to the Archdiocese, offers dental and medical attention from Monday through Saturday for persons with few resources. A doctor, nurse and two dentists work on the staff. 

Psychological Attention 

The psychological clinic offers its services to all people who need companionship and/or a professional listening ear in critical or problematic situations. This clinic is attended by three psychologists who volunteer their services.

Otolaryngology: ear, nose, throat and hearing
Organized by the Association of Helping Women Volunteers, this service is provided by two doctors and several women who belong to this association. 

Saint Clare Kitchen

The Saint Clare dining room begins its work on Friday, when a group of Secular Franciscans prepare the food that will be served on Saturdays. Another group, from the Legion of Mary, along with some others, cooks and serves the food to those who have gathered. 

Educational services are offered to both children and adults.

Voices for Cochabamba

This is a foundation that works with the most excluded sectors, especially street children and adolescents. 

The center coordinates the medical, dental and other services offered through the Saint Luke Foundation, 

AL-ANON

AL-ANON meets in our facilities. There the parents and friends of alcoholics meet to share their experiences for the purpose of discovering solutions to their common problems.

Mosoj Ph’Unchay Foundation

This foundation houses children between 1 and 15 years of age who are being treated for burns, especially those from the countryside. They also receive physical and psychological therapy, along with nutrition and scholastic help.  A variety of people come for various training activities as well as for the purpose of spending time with the children. 

Social Work

This service is coordinated by a social worker and offers help and attention for persons of meager resources. 

Garden

There is also a beautiful garden within the Franciscan Social Services Center which is cared for by the Ecology Division of Justice and Peace Commission.

The Center has blossomed in a short period of time due to the generosity of many people who want to serve the most marginalized. These people have collaborated with us in many ways. 

We give thanks to God for their love which seeks to reach so many in need of it.  As a Franciscan Family we feel the call to offer and to share what we have.

FRANCIS’ VIEW OF CREATION – A WEBSITE PRESENTATION 

In 1979, Pope John Paul II declared St. Francis of Assisi the Patron Saint of those who promote ecology, and most people associate this popular saint with a love for animals.  Yet the friars have done little since then to promote St. Francis in this way, although the situation is beginning to change. Young people, nature lovers and other religious often remind us that 'caring for creation' is a distinctly Franciscan responsibility.  However it is often they, not us, who are pro-active in earth-friendly ministries.  Add to this the growing awareness of ecological issues, and the friars in the Irish Province felt the need to respond to the ecological challenge in a way that would reach the growing number of people using the internet in Ireland.

We decided to put together an ecological website that would show St. Francis' relationship with nature and the environment and to base this in the context of our ancient friaries which are accessible to visitors and are spread throughout the whole country.  Learning from St. Francis, we want people to make the link between their Christian faith and caring for the creation around them, conveying St. Francis' idea that everywhere is a place of encounter with God.  During a retreat in Assisi last year, it was decided that the website could also function as a prayer space.  Nature would serve as an aid for prayer, since Francis saw God's goodness reflected everywhere: in a flower, a stone, birds, etc.  Although we were initially trying to reach out to people in Ireland, we have found that many people from outside Ireland are browsing the site, and changes may need to be made to the site to better satisfy these visitors.

The site is comprised of seven sections, each with subsections.  There is an introductory or home section.  The second section is on St. Francis with a subsection on San Damiano and some of his prayers.  Two sections follow which show his relationship with other creatures, especially Sister Mother Earth and Brother Sun, along with some stories relating to birds and animals.  Another section presents some medieval Irish Franciscan friaries as places of encounter with nature and with God.  The sixth section is entitled 'Caring for Creation,' and it deals with themes such as biodiversity, climate change, the pope's peace message and some Christian ecological initiatives.  The seventh and final section is dedicated to various Links & Resources, including eco-prayers and a variety of books that might interest people who wish to read more.  The website is a work-in-progress.  It is called Praying Nature and can be viewed at www.praying-nature.com.  We hope you enjoy it, and that it will help you to see the beauty of God's handiwork in the world around us.

Br. Cathal Duddy ofm, Irish Province

INAUGURATION OF “JOHN XXIII HOMELESS SHELTER”

Among the JPIC activities of the Franciscan Province of Santiago de Compostela is the “John XXIII Homeless Shelter,” which was recently renovated.  This center was opened in 1970 to welcome people needing overnight accommodation.  It occupied part of the Friary of Saint Francis in Santiago de Compostela, which had previously served as the novitiate.  The beginning was very difficult and few services were offered.  In 1883 major renovations were undertaken: rooms were expanded and provided with toilets, showers, basic facilities for personal hygiene and a place to keep clothing.

Another important renovation was done in 2009, and the new facilities were inaugurated in December of the same year. It was undertaken to bring the center up to code in regard to new legislation; an elevator and toilets were installed for the handicapped, along with other basic services for them.  Hairdressing facilities were also added.  But the most important change instituted is that the center now attends people during the day, as well as during the night.  It offers counseling services, along with legal and employment advice.  These services are meant to help integrate people who are at risk or on the margins of society into the labor market and in to society in general.

In summary, the work of the center is not only to welcome those who come and to cover their basic needs, but is meant to encourage their integration into society and the labor market, and to promote their self-esteem.  It also promotes solidarity, and a program of volunteers who offer their special talents to help those in need.
The contribution of this center, along with that of its many anonymous benefactors, is surely a worthwhile enterprise.  It helps those who pass its doors to believe that a world is possible where the principles of JPIC are not a mere utopia, but a commitment of all of society.
Br. Francisco Javier Honrubia Bonnín OFM

SACRED HEARTS OF JPIC: 

THE VINEYARD OF THE GIFT OF THE GOSPEL

In the finished General Chapter Document, “Bearers of the gift of the Gospel,” Mandate 43, the first point in the mandates speaking of Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation in the Order states: 

“In the next six-year period (2009-2015) all the Entities of the Order, with the help of the JPIC Office, should commit themselves to promote in Initial and Ongoing Formation the values of our Franciscan spirituality highlighted in JPIC.”

When the Visioning process began in the Province my mind was often drawn to our brothers in initial formation.  One of my colleagues remarked and put voice to what I had long been thinking and in a way “praying” over.  Not so much in formal prayer but in ongoing interior concern and regard for.  When I see and hear them it is as if the breath of the Spirit unveils a foretaste of the future now present in germ form.  As I visited the communities at St. Joseph in Hyde Park and the friary of the postulants in Joliet I found myself again and again revisiting the dreams and visions of my own formation.  It was revisiting the “waters of life” so to speak. 

I am in admiration of Dennis Schafer OFM, who has taken his role in formation in JPIC as his own.  I was humbled to learn that the postulants go to the “School of the Americas” to add their voices and the Franciscan spirit to the quest for social justice.  In my “sit downs” with the postulants, and the informal times with them at meals and in laughter, Marc Sheckells, Joel Schroeder, and Guillermo Morales displayed their open hearts and their enthusiastic reach for the vision and life of St. Francis. I also was uplifted in gratitude for these beacons of light  in our way of life that are a stark reminder of what we are all about, what made us “sell all” to get here. 

I had the chance and the intention also while in Chicago to visit the Marquard Center and the shelter with the help of our brother JPIC former principal animator, Jim Hoffman OFM who “handed on the JPIC baton” to me and graciously gave me of his time from his new duties in ministry. Jim spent many years of passion and commitment at the shelter.  I was heartened to see that one of the old “regulars” there remembered him and greeted him fondly.  

As he recounted his struggles in my walk beside him, in fighting for the poor who found their way to this Franciscan shelter, I became very aware that a lot of his personal sacrifice went into how these women and men can live for a tomorrow filled with hope.  At this shelter, through him, other friars who have given of their time such as our friars Larry Janezic and Javier Ruiz Cardenas, and others in the Franciscan family and spirit, I am sure they find and had found more hope than they dared and new life. 

Diana Faust SFO, director of FOA, is a comfortable, quiet presence and the model of a Secular Franciscan that is in charge of keeping Franciscan Outreach running.  It is easy to see that this is not just a job for her but truly a way of being an instrument of peace.  With a smile, and I am sure an intensely crowded schedule she did for me what I am sure she does for the homeless.  She embodied hospitality and exhibited the respect and dignity that I am sure our destitute sisters and brothers pick up. The task of taking care of so many needs could be daunting but she clearly has people as her priority as I began the tour and prepared for a little service.

I found the Marquard Center and the shelter a marvel of the delicate charity of the Franciscan Charism.  Having worked in a number of soup kitchens and more than a few shelters, I can see and sense whether there is the honoring of the human being as the face of Christ and if their dignity is truly being restored and broken lives made whole.  One evening I assisted at the soup kitchen dinner for over 100, to sit down with the full time volunteers who were largely from Germany and quite eager to give of service in this part of the world.  Needy clients were given numbers to sit at the table when it was time for their shift to eat. The meal began with a brief blessing given by myself. I was pleased that they were not routinely subjected to “instruction” before they sat down to eat.  Food was plentiful and served with reverence.  I was happy particularly to see that the evening that I was there, a young mother with several children was not only given food but a lot of extra candy for her eager young children.  There was a ready sense of gratitude to those who came in need and they expressed it readily…”thank you for what you are doing for us…I appreciate it….God bless you” were refrains heard over and over again. 

And then there was the shelter.  My God, beds for 246!  Not only beds, but clean beds and beds that could be returned to.  One could stake out a space.  Only the homeless know what it really means to have a place to belong to.  Even if it is a tiny bed.  Both male and female, carefully supervised, are accepted at the shelter.  Toy bears, sacks of food, plastic bags, towels, jeans, souvenirs, letters, books neatly sprawled all over the room on individual beds to mark the dignity of having a “place.”  Proudly, our Franciscan shelter was clean and ordered.  I have heard more than a few complaints from women and men on the streets about facilities they have to endure either because of lack of cleanliness or because of the conflicts of peers that spill over everywhere.  Not so at this center.  The delicate care there makes Francis so real.  Clients can get showers, pick up mail, which is so important for identity and re-establishment in society, and can even have a simple movie now and then and breakfast.   Above all, you feel that someone really cares.  Quickly on a first name basis, “Jose,” who helps direct the shelter and does it with a grin and a smile, guided me from his tiny office to the protocol of how they do reception and how their system works.  It is clear that he is a brother to all.  

One thing is for sure: postulants, temporary professed, and seasoned carriers of the legacy do indeed have that one “transversal” element (a term used by the Minster General José R. Carballo OFM in a number of documents in reference to JPIC that denotes values that are the ground and nexus of our life regardless of ministry); to be a friar is to have a heart of justice, peace, and integrity of creation.  So it was in the beginning and so it shall ever be.  Time and time again no matter how gifted or weak, broken, or difficult the friar is, invariably there is a heart there that reaches out into the dimensions of compassion. Our future, Dat Hoang OFM, Martin Andrade OFM who gives of some of this time at the Center, and Jesús Ramirez Tapia, obviously are proud of this beacon of the Marquard Center and this particular shelter of the Sacred Heart Province.  They seem to find it an inspiration for their hopes and dreams of ministry though of course they are immersed in study and aspects of apostolate such as religious education and youth.  

I came to look at JPIC ministry and found myself ministered to by the freshness of spirit of our postulants, our simply professed and the steadfastness and dedication of our veteran brothers.  The have demonstrated to me once again that justice, peace, and integrity of creation are life long projects.  It is really the poor and outcast that form us as friars.  It is a journey that never ends.

Pio Jackson OFM

Office of JPIC

Universal Periodic Review (UPR) at the United Nations

The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a relatively new tool employed by the United Nations.  It is an examination of the human rights situation in each country of the world.  All States are reviewed every four years.  Recommendations are issued to improve the situation on the ground.  The Review is con-ducted within the UN Human Rights Council, the UN’s main body charged with promoting and protecting human rights across the globe.  Franciscans International (FI) is involved in the following ways:

· By providing information on human rights in the State under review;
· By lobbying States to address issues that are important for the poor and victims of human rights abuses;
· By monitoring the review and mobilizing public attention on the for-mal recommendations, and intervening when human rights are not respected.
Yao Agbetse, an advocacy officer at FI, has submitted the following article as an example of the kind of joint action that might be taken by using the UPR process:

Franciscans International (FI), the Franciscan Family’s joint ministry at the UN, is working in partnership with the Marist Brothers. The Marist Foundation for International Solidarity (FMSI) has its own representation at the UN in Geneva and shares an office with FI.  The co-llaboration between the two organizations led to successful results.  One example is the joint advocacy work that was done on Vanuatu, a small island State of the Pacific.

 Based on a survey that the Marists conducted in the several schools and colleges they are running in the islands, the Marists identified key challenges that were impeding children to fully enjoy their right to education.  Several obstacles were identified by the students themselves.  Among them were the fact that education in Vanuatu is not free, and the lack of vocational and technical formation oppor-tunities, which leads to high drop-out levels.
 
When Vanuatu was reviewed under the UN “Universal Periodic Review” mechanism, Franciscans International, based on its expe-rience with advocacy at the UN, helped draft the report and lobbied diplomatic missions in Geneva to have these concerns raised.  During the review process, the Government undertook the commitment to implement recommenda-tions on free education.  The Ministry of Edu-cation took FI’s follow-up document on the UPR into account when they drafted their Free Education Plan.  Through FI, Marist grassroots in Vanuatu have established a stronger relationship with their government and are now collaborating with the Ministry of Education to implement these commitments.
FI and FMSI now plan to encourage the Spe-cial Rapporteur on Education to visit Vanuatu, in order to strengthen the government's efforts.

 Franciscans International is a service to the Franciscan Family.  Its aim is to raise Fran-ciscans’ concerns with regard to the situation of the most vulnerable, in order to advocate at the UN for positive change. In a spirit of inclusiveness, we do some advocacy work in countries with no Franciscan presence.  This is done through our partners, as was the case with Vanuatu.

Yao Agbetse

Franciscans International - Geneva
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