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Conclusions Of The European JPIC Meeting
The IV Congress of the JPIC animators of Europe was held at Mount Saint Anne, Poland, 25-30 April, 2010.  It was the first JPIC congress held in Eastern Europe, and was thus a significant contribution to the task of promoting unity and solidarity in Europe.


Representatives were present from all five OFM Conferences of Europe, along with Brother Joe Rozansky, director of the Rome Office, and Brother Vicente Felipe, the General Definitor who is link between JPIC and the General Definitorium.  Six provincials were also present for parts of the congress.  The Minister General, Brother Jose Carballo, and the General Definitor for the Slavic Conferences, Brother Ernest Siekierka, arrived for the last two days.

The presence of the Minister General was central to the Congress.  His talk, entitled “Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation and the Franciscan Project for Life and Mission,” was a significant, forward-looking lesson for all those present.  It was a worthy conclusion to our work, which was fraternal, intense and joyful.

The congress dealt principally with formation to the task of being an animator.  It included reflections on the history and values of JPIC, the role of the animator, and ideas on how to prepare and promote a provincial JPIC plan.  Brother Francisco O’Conaire helped with these reflections.

Presented below are the main issues raised by participants regarding the task of being JPIC animators in Europe:
Suggestions

-
The role of the animator is to raise awareness among the friars of the values of JPIC.  These values are transverse and are part of the DNA of our life and mission.  Resistance exists and we need to take it into account in our work.
-
We ought to question our own lifestyle so as to promote consistency between the values we profess and our actions.  This needs to be done especially in regard to minority in order to promote our ongoing conversion.

-
We must love and profess our values not only ad extra, but also and beforehand in our life ad intra.  In this regard, we should pay special attention to the constructive management of conflicts.

-
Elaborate every year a plan of work at the provincial and at the Conference levels.  Involve the Definitorium in its preparation and in its implementation.  It should be embedded into the overall itinerary of the province or Conference.

-
Involve the Provincial and Definitorium in our work as much as possible.

-
Create a team to work together with the animator.  It should include other friars (especially those involved in formation and evangelization) and laity (par-ticularly Secular Franciscans).

-
Find opportunities to be present at meetings of the Definitorium and of the guardians.  This can be done both to prepare and to evaluate the plan of work.

-
Give the animator the time and means necessary for his work.

-
From the very beginning be sure to carry out an analysis of the reality of the territory in which the Entity is located.  Use appropriate tools to teach the friars to “read the signs of the times,” and to be aware of the political dimension of our reality (always searching for the causes of problems).
-
Take advantage of important dates and national celebrations which are im-portant for our purposes.  Create opportunities for prayer and for cultural events.

-
Find concrete ways to share information and promote communication (with the Rome Office and among ourselves).

-
Animators should support those friars who are on “the frontier,” whether this refers to work in “places of fracture,” or to friars who find themselves on the margins of provincial life.

-
New animators should participate in the annual JPIC course at the Antonianum in Rome.

-
Deepen our awareness of Chapter IV of the GGCC, especially by using the book “Pilgrims and Strangers in this World.”  Promote translation and publication into different languages.

Proposal

-
Taking the letter of UFME (sent to all the friars of Europe) as our starting point, each Conference should study a concrete project that can be offered as a way to promote the areas that deal most specifically with our JPIC work.  The project should have a determined time frame, after which Conference JPIC coordinators can review and evaluate its results.

Conclusions Of The Franciscan JPIC Movement Of Bolivia About “World Conference Of The Peoples On Climate Change And The Rights Of Mother Earth”
Representatives of the Departmental Commissions from Cochabamba, La Paz, Oruro and Chuquisaca participated in various activities, panels and work groups during the World Conference of the Peoples on Climate Change and the Rights of Mother Earth.  We want to share our joy and gratitude regarding all that we celebrated and lived.  Representatives of 142 countries were present at the Conference, including 47 official delegations; there were more than 35,000 people registered and accredited, of whom more than 9,000 came from outside of Bolivia.
We would like to highlight the presence of some renowned personalities who are very close to us here in Latin America, including Miguel D´Escoto; Leonardo Boff, Frei Betto, François Houtart and Xabier Albó.  By means of their praxis and theological reflection they helped to deepen our commitment to and responsibility for Mother Earth.
Participants were able to commit themselves to work at reversing the mistaken path that has been followed for many years, perhaps due to false ideas about God, Creation and the relationship between people and nature.  We are committed to trans-forming our attitude from one in which we see ourselves as masters of nature and who dominate it, to one in which we are part of Mother Earth.  From this attitude arises our obligation to love, protect, care for and preserve the Earth for future generations. 

The Conference fulfilled several of its basic objectives:

· It confirmed popular discontent with the “Copenhagen Protocol” and called on nations represented at the UN to accept the commitments of the “Kyoto Protocol”.

· It recognized Mother Earth as a subject with rights, because it is the common home of all living beings.
· It accepted a proposal to create an International Ecology Tribunal to judge companies and nations which do not fulfill obligations to respect the environment or which contribute to its deterioration.

· It accepted a commitment to promote an ongoing global mobilization of peoples to continue the work of this Congress, until world governments agree to its requests and put them into practice.

Based on these basic principles, we, the Franciscan Movement for Justice and Peace, recognize our responsibilities and commit ourselves to announce and denounce the following:

· At the social, political and economic level:

· Denounce the problems created by the monoculture of coca in many food-producing regions, and the pollution generated by the acids used in pro-cessing the coca.

· Denounce the pollution of water and land caused by the mining industry.

· Denounce the bribery of leaders by multinational companies, in order to promote their projects for exploitation of forests and Parks.

· Denounce construction of dams that lead to loss of biodiversity and to loss of a great wealth of forests and animals.

· Denounce the use of lands previously dedicated to basic food crops, to use for monoculture crops to produce biofuels.

· Denounce the arms race, the buying of war planes and missiles, which are signs of death.
· At the level of the Franciscan Family:

· Each brother and sister should transmit in his or her place of work the options and values of Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation, which come to us from the Gospel and from our Franciscan charism.
· Give witness by living simply, and by use of cloth bags which reduce the production, use and sales of plastic bags.

· Reduce as much as possible use of water in plastic bottles.  This will keep us from participating in the plan of multinational companies to privatize water.

· Look to influence school curricula, so as to include the rights of Mother Earth and the values of Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation.

· Continue to promote planting of trees that are native to and appropriate for each region.
· At the level of Justice and Peace:
· Follow up on violations of environmental laws by companies and by NGOs which are destroying and polluting nature (e.g. Nature Conservancy and Conservation International Denmark paid the leaders of indigenous peoples to support their interests); take such denunciations to the competent authorities.

· Continue to work at the grassroots level, with the leaders and popular judges of the campesinos, in order to promote the well-being of the people.

· Promote the work of the “Ecological Cells” in each department, so that they collaborate with other institutions in the defense and promotion of the rights of Mother Earth.

· Disseminate our projects and programs for the ecological education of children and adults, in schools and other places.
· Promote days dedicated to raising awareness of the problems faced by Mother Earth and of our responsibility to address these problems.

We invite everyone to come together in the spirit of the Canticle of the Creatures composed by Francis, praising God for the gift of all creatures which are signs of God’s presence: Praised be you, my Lord, for our sister Mother Earth, who sustains and keeps us, and produces different fruits with colored flowers and herbs!
Cochabamba, April 23, 2010

National Commission for Justice and Peace

Bolivia
UPR Kenya
The Franciscan Family Association (FFA) through the coordination of the African program of Franciscans International (FI) has been involved in the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of Human rights in Kenya. The UPR is a UN mechanism that has been in place since 2006 and takes place every four years for each country of the world. It consists in having the country under review writing and presenting a report on its human rights performance in the preceding four years. This report is then presented in Geneva in a three hour session of dialogue and questioning from member states of the UN. The answers given by the government at this session constitute a form of commitment to tackle certain aspects of human rights observance, which com-mitment in turn forms a basis for a future review.

The uniqueness of the UPR mechanism is that the Civil Society is allowed to file alternative reports from those of the government. These reports serve to affirm, clarify and/or critique that of government. The civil society reports serve as a balancing factor to that of the government. Secondly, the UPR process is one that has been largely accepted by governments because it is less confron-tational.

The FI coordinator here in Kenya, Sister Venantius Munee, convened sessions in the last quarter of 2009 to draft an alternative report to that of the government. The report was a joint work of Franciscans (Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Franciscans Africa-JPICFA, Damietta Peace Initiative-DPI), Pax Romana, Kenya Movement of Catholic Professionals, Edmund Rice International (ERI) and The Marist FMSI. This report is available on the website of the Office of the 

High Commissioner for human rights as rele-vant report No.4 on Kenya. 

The FFA was also represented in Geneva in the pre-session advocacy that took place before the actual review on May 6, 2010. The FI coordinator, the Director of DPI and the Director of JPICFA agreed to send Mr. Richard Kakeeto based on his legal background and familiarity with international relations to go and articulate the concerns raised in a report whose drafting he had been part of.  The pre-session advocacy took place from April 26-29, under the guidance of FI. The advocacy consisted in meeting the permanent delegates of selected countries to the UN to interest them in raising pertinent questions about the human rights situation in Kenya. Delegates contacted include those of the UK, Finland, Sweden, Norway, Switzer-land, France, Spain and Canada. All of them were enthusiastic and welcoming of the role of civil society in the UPR process.

The lessons learned are that the UPR process is a very good mechanism that listens to all stake holders in the human rights debate. It came out clearly that the size of the Franciscan Family across the globe and here in Kenya can be harnessed through this process to influence changes in the economic, social and cultural rights, with which we are involved in various ways. It is also the case that the UPR process ought to be popularized among the grass roots so as to involve as many people as possible in holding governments’ account-table at the international level.

In view of the above, the office of Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation Web cast the Kenya review on May 6, 2010, from 9:00 to 13:00, at the Franciscan Family Center in Nairobi. Training for the UPR process organized by FI will take place in June facilitated by Brother Brian Bond of ERI and Brother Jim Jolly of FMSI. It is hoped that when the UPR process sinks in and is kept alive among the Franciscan Family, our role in transforming the society will be felt even more.

Gianfrancesco Sisto, ofm

Province Of The Holy Spirit  
(Australia, New Zealand, Singapore and Malaysia)
TIMOR LESTE

As St. Francis embraced the lepers and sought to challenge the civil authorities of his time, Franciscans today are engaged in making the world of the poor more just, and inclusive, and more peaceful. We seek a world where the poor have access to the goods of the earth. We also seek to dialogue with people of other cultures and other faiths in the spirit of Francis and Clare and to build peace through justice for the poor and those excluded. 

In doing so, Franciscans in Australia have been developing relationships with the peoples of our near region. Timor Leste is one such place where development projects have been established. Franciscan parishes and schools in Australia are now involved in partnership pro-grammmes supporting communities in Timor.

A visit to Timor Leste in 2009 helped us understand the needs of the Friars and in particular the people they work with. Padua College in Brisbane have developed a strong link with St Francis of Assisi school in Fatuberliu whilst parishes within the Province continue to support the work of the Friars and Franciscan Sisters in Timor Leste. The activities that are supported include:

· Fencing around the Boarding House and Schools

· Financial support for parish churches

· Financial assistance for medicines and treatment facilities

· Support to build the Formation House in Dili

· Seeds for the grass at Servus Pacis

· Books for the Formation House in Dili

· Eco-pastoral projects – Financial assistance for the fencing of current and new land projects, on-going training for the eco-pastoral projects and employment of people at the Warehouse in Dotik

We hope that with better communication networks in the future we can develop our work with the Friars in Timor Leste and have opportunities to work more closely with them in the near future.
Builders of a More Just World – J. R. Carballo
The option for the poor is intimately tied to a commitment for justice.  Solidarity with the least, for reasons based on the Gospel, leads us to uncover the trauma of injustice found in our societies, along with the causes of social inequality that affect so many of our sisters and brothers.  If we look closely, poverty and injustice appear to be the consequences of decisions that are made based solely on economic benefit.  From the perspective of possessions, these decisions marginalize the poorest.  From the perspective of power, they marginalize the majority of people who do not participate in the decision-making.  From the perspective of knowledge, the doors are closed to the majority. 
The cry of the poor and marginalized should be heard by those in consecrated life, especially by Franciscans.  We must distance ourselves from every form of injustice, and seek “to awaken consciences to the drama of misery and to the demands of social justice made by the Gospel and the Church” (Evangelica Testificatio 18).  We are called "to build bridges of dialogue, of encounter, of reconciliation and peace; to be messengers of the culture of life in the whole range of its development; to be, finally, guardians of hope" (BGG 30).
Contrary to much of the talk we hear today, we live in a world where certain small groups seek justice only for themselves.  Consequently the gap between north and south grows; the situation of the many worsens; and pockets of poverty become ever-larger.  As John Paul II noted repeatedly, the abundance and waste of resources in rich countries corresponds to an unacceptable underdevelopment in the countries of the south, where a large part of the population lives (cf. Solicitudo Rei Socialis 14).

A constant theme in both the Old and New Testaments is that God awakens the consciences of believers by way of the poor, i.e., those who suffer the consequences of injustice and poverty.  From Abraham to our day, God hears the cries of the poor (cf. Ex 3, 7. 10), seeks justice for them (cf. Is 58, 6-7) and defends them (cf. Is 11, 1-9).  God proclaims the Good News to them in a special way (cf. Lk 4, 16-19), and through them God makes the Good News understandable for all (cf. 1Cor 1, 16-32).  In hearing the voice of the poor, the Christian conscience hears the cry of a child of God, of a brother or sister in whom the image of the Creator has been obscured. 

At present the cry of the poor, together with a critical analysis of society illumined by our faith, has allowed us to recognize the existence of social sin in the structures that are the fruit of free human enterprise.  In these structures individual sin is made visible, the source and root of injustice (cf. Benedict XVI, Lenten Message 2010).

Those in consecrated life, and we Franciscans, must be committed to work for justice by virtue of our identity as “least among the least of the earth”.  From this perspective, our witness in favor of justice begins with a serious review of our lifestyle, both individually and fraternally.  Otherwise we run the risk of falling into pure ideology, or for that matter, into a manipulation of the very things or persons we say we wish to defend.  How can we proclaim justice or denounce injustice if in our midst the former receives no attention and the latter is not combated?  If by profession we are all equals, with the same rights and responsibilities (cf. GGCC 3.1), how can we justify situations of inequality in our own fraternities? How can we combat injustice when wasteful consumerism exists in our midst and causes us to turn our backs on situations of poverty that are very near us?

Only if we are prepared to change our lifestyle radically will we be able to defend those who suffer tremendous injustice, who live in misery and are marginalized, who lack basic human rights like that of personal dignity.  Among these people are included re-fugees, those persecuted for political reasons and those deprived of liberty.

While we work at changing our lifestyle, we are also called to do everything possible to help the poor become aware of their human dignity and to fight that their dignity be respected.  An important task for us in this vein is to promote human formation for those who suffer injustice.   Only in this way will they become fully conscious of their human dignity, and be able to assert their rights and defend them (cf. GGCC 97.2).  Finally, through our social activities, chosen according to current needs, we show true solidarity with those who are in material and spiritual need (cf. VOT 24).  We proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom through our witness to and our promotion of justice.

News Updates

1. We are happy to announce the arrival of Br. Fabio L’amour Ferreira to our JPIC office in Rome.  He has come to replace Br. Vicente Felipe in the office.  Vicente will continue to work with JPIC in his role as “link” between the JPIC office and the General Definitorium.  Welcome Fabio!

2. The JPIC animator for Holy Spirit Province in Australia, Sarah Menassa, was married to Jassen Rose in Sydney on April 11 of this year.  Congratulations to Sarah and Jassen!  May God bless you throughout the years!  It is interesting to note that just before her wedding; Sarah was able to send two short articles to the Rome office for publication in CONTACT.  This proves that ALL animators should be able to send an article every now and then to share their experiences through CONTACT!

3. PETITION: One Billion Hungry – Please Sign The Petition Against Hungry


www.1billionhungry.org
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