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INTRODUCTION

The celebration of the VIII Centenary of the birth of St. Elizabeth offers us the possibility of reflecting on some important points of her life and spiritual experience, which could also enlighten our spiritual journey.  

In this number of Koinonia we pause over her meeting with the Friars Minor. The other point for reflection will be that of her spiritual guidance or spiritual direction, which strongly marked the life of St. Elizabeth in her spiritual growth towards sanctity. 

The meeting of St. Elizabeth with the Friars Minor helps us to review the relations which today, after eight centuries of the history of the Franciscan family, are defined in a very clear way in our various documents and which show a long and real experience of communion of life between the Secular Franciscans and religious. The most beautiful expression which speaks of our communion and of our common mission is found in the Rule of the SFO, where one can read: 

“In various ways and forms but in life-giving union with each other, they intend to make present the charism of their common Seraphic Father in the life and mission of the Church”
.

The second point we will reflect on regards the spiritual guidance of St. Elizabeth. This reflection is born of the need to understand what importance spiritual guidance had in her life and the reason why this spiritual guidance, entrusted at first to a Friar Minor, Br. Ruggero, should have been passed to her master Conrad of Marburg. 

St. Elizabeth accepted spiritual guidance with humility and in obedience. She thus leaves us a powerful example of the need for and the importance that spiritual guidance or direction has in the faith journey of each Christian. It must be stressed, however, that the role of the spiritual Assistant should not be confused with that of a spiritual Director: it is a matter of two very different roles.  

THE MEETING WITH THE FRIARS 

The Friars Minor arrived in Germany for the second time in 1221 as their first mission failed in 1219. They were 25 Friars who undertook the mission once again under the guidance of Br. Cesario da Spira, a German Friar. Their presence quickly spread and already in 1225 they had 18 different foundations. These foundations were very simple and situated, usually, beside small churches which served as centres of preaching and presence among the people for the Friars. And so, in 1225, the Friars also reached Eisenach, the capital of Thuringia. 

At that time, St. Elizabeth was married and lived with her family in the castle of Warburg in the city of Eisenach. She was 18 years old. She was fascinated by the ideals preached by these simple and poor Friars and, as a sign of gratitude, and admiriation, she received them and gave them a small chapel. 

The preaching of the Friars Minor to the people, after the example of Francis of Assisi, consisted of the exhortation to live a life of penance, that is, to abandon the mundane life, to practise prayer and mortification, and to take part in the works of mercy. Francis himself described this style of life in his Letter to all the Faithful
. 

Elizabeth chose one of them, Br. Ruggero, as her spiritual guide in the same year. Giordano of Giano, in his chronicle of the foundation of 1262, there entered the Order 

“A lay Brother, Ruggero, who later became the master of the spiritual life of St. Elizabeth, taught her guard her chastity, humility and patience, to make prayer vigils and to dedicate herself assiduously to works of charity” (FF 2352).

The testimonies about the friendship which characterised the relations of Elizabeth with the Friars Minor and about franciscan living are very evident and undeniable in the early sources. We will point out just a few references: 

· It happened that Elizabeth donated a chapel at Eisenach to the franciscan Friars.
· She spun the wool for the habits of the Friars Minor.

· When she was expelled from her castle, she, alone and abandoned, had the Franciscans sing the Te Deum as a thanksgiving to God.

· On Good Friday, 24th March 1228, having placed her hands on the stripped altar in the franciscan chapel, she made her public profession. She donned a grey habit of a penitent as an exterior sign.  

· Her four maid servants, interrogated during the process of canonisation, also assumed the grey habit. This “vile tunic”, in which Elizabeth wished to be buried, signified that religious profession had conferred a new identity on her. 

· She placed the hospital of Marburg (1229) under the protection of St. Francis, canonised a few months previously. 

· The anonymous author of Zwettl (1236) affirmed that “she donned the grey habit of the Friars Minor”. 

These testimonies are corroborated by other sources which illustrate the penitential life of Elizabeth, such as the Rules and other franciscan documents; the Memoriale Propositi or ancient Rule of penitents; the analogies and conformities between Elizabeth and Francis
.

Elizabeth knew St. Francis through the accounts of the Friars and so we can see that the main spiritual journey for her, as it was for Francis, was that of a continuous evangelical conversion and the merciful service of the poor and weakest people. 

Her care for the poor and sick, especially the lepers, seeing the Lord Jesus christ Himself in them, are attitudes which she learned from franciscan spirituality and which led her to live her life of nobility, of a woman, spouse, mother and widow, with the gospel intensity of one who was fully in the world, but not of it. It is for that reason that she continues to inspire men and women through her example of prayer, continuous conversion, humility and poverty: key virtues of the penitential life. 

SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE

Reflecting on the spiritual guidance of St. Elizabeth, a question comes spontaneously to mind: why did the spiritual direction pass from Br. Ruggero to a new spiritual director and confessor, that is, to Conrad of Marburg?

This change of spiritual director can be explained by the words we find in both the Unapproved Rule (1221) and the Approved Rule (1223) of the Friars Minor.

In Chapter XII of the Unapproved Rule we find: 

“Wherever they may be or may go, let all the brothers avoid evil glances and associations with women. No one may counsel them, travel alone with them or eat out of the same dish with them. When giving penance or some spiritual advice, let priests speak with them in a becoming way. Absolutely no woman may be received to obedience by any brother, but after spiritual advice has been given to her, let her do penance wherever she wants”. 

In the Approved Rule, Chapter XI, we can read: 

“I strictly command all the brothers not to have any suspicious dealings or conversations with women, and they may not enter the monasteries of nuns, excepting those brothers to whom special permission has been granted by the Apostolic See; and they may not be godfathers to men or women, so that scandal may not arise among the brothers or concerning them on account of this”. 

These quotations help us to understand why the spiritual guidance of St. Elizabeth passed from the Friars to Conrad of Marburg. But who was this Conrad of Marburg? The Anonimous Franciscan says that he was a secular priest. He was a teacher, preacher of the crusades and a counsellor to king Louis IV. He was a collaborator, counsellor, confessor and spiritual director of St. Elizabeth. Under his spiritual direction she established herself in Marburg. Conrad also exercised his authority of visitator with prohibitions and punishments and this can only be explained if the first profession of Elizabeth and the perspective of the Rule of penance that existed at that time are taken into account. 

We can trace what Elizabeth thought of her spiritual director, Conrad of Marburg, in some quotations we find in his letter to Pope Gregory IX, a letter which bears the date of the 16th November 1232, almost a year after the death of the Saint. The letter was written by command of Pope Gregory IX himself, in order to have a testimony about the life, miracles and spirituality of St. Elizabeth from her spiritual director. 

We find the following affirmation about the service and dedication of Elizabeth to the poor and sick in the letter: 

“She had the custom of visiting personally all the sick twice a day, in the morning and in the evening, She took direct care of the most repugnant. She fed some, procured a bed for others, carried some on her shoulders and was lavish in many other services for the good”
. 

We find this affirmation of Conrad about her character and desire to live according to the franciscan charism: 

“To begin, however, a project blosomed in her soul: she asked me, with many btears, to allow her to beg for alms from door to door. I having firmly prohibited it, Elizabeth replied: ‘I will do it, because you cannot prohibit me!’”
.

After the death of her husband Louis in the chapel at Eisenach in the presence of the Friars Minor on Good Friday 1228, Elizabeth made a promise to observe the evangelical councils. Conrad also wrote about this very important fact in the life of St. Elizabeth: 

“One Good Friday, when the altars were stripped, Elizabeth placed her hands on the altar in the chapel of her city, where she had received the Friars Minor, and, in the presence of some Friars, family members and children, she renounced her own will and all the vanities of the world, as well as all that the Saviour in the Gospel advised us to abandon”
.

In the biographical sources we find that St. Elizabeth made two distinct professions in two different ways which were used at that time. In the first, when her husband was still alive, Elizabeth placed her hands in those of her spiritual director, Conrad, who received her profession, and than, in the second, after the death of her husband, she made a more solemn profession of greater commitment in the chapel of the Friars Minor, placing her hands on the altar in the presence of her spiritual director and confessor, of the Friars Minor and of other people. 

Speaking of St. Elizabeth’s prayer life, her confessor Conrad left us a truly exemplary testimony: 

“I affirm before God that, though dedicated to such works of the active life, rarely have I seen a woman as contemplative as Elizabeth. Some religious women and men noted very often that, when she came away from her private prayer, a wonderful light emenated from her face and, like rays of the sun, radiated from her eyes”
. 

FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF ST. ELIZABETH

Elizabeth died at the early age of 24 years on the 17th November 1231 and was canonised on the 27th May 1235 by Pope Gregory IX in the church of St. Dominick in Perugia. It is interesting to note that she was the third person of the Franciscan Family to be canonised by this Pontiff. St. Francis of Assisi was canonised in 1228 and St. Anthony of Padua in 1232. 

In the Bull of Canonisation, “Gloriosus in maiestate”, of 1235, Pope Gregory IX exalted the following virtues of the Saint: love for penance, spiritual poverty, hatred of sin, dedication to the works of mercy, love for justice and peace, and patience in the face of suffering and of the trials of life. In addition, the Pontiff stated in the same Bull: 

“O happy woman! O admirable matron! O sweet Elizabeth, called ‘the satiation of God’, who was found worthy of the bread of angels through feeding the poor! O illustrious widow, fertile stock of virtue, who, making every effort to acquire through grace what could not be obtained by means of nature, defeated the cruel enemies of the soul with the shield of faith, with the armour of justice, with the sword of the spirit, with the helmet of salvation and with the pole of perseverance”
.

The celebration of the VIII Centenary of the birth of St. Elizabeth is a propitious occasion for deepening our awareness of our common franciscan charism and of our spirituality. On the basis of this awareness the main invitation which comes to us from the example of St. Elizabeth is, above all, that of placing Jesus Christ at the centre of our life and of loving, following and serving Him with all our heart. 

Another invitation is that of living in the spirit of continuous evangelical conversion and, in humility and mercy, dedicating ourselves to the service of the most poor and needy. We also, after the example of St. Elizabeth, feel the need to unite contemplation and action: “Mariam induit, Martham non exuit” (“She wore the clothes of Mary, without taking off those of Martha”). In addition, St. Elizabeth shows us the demand and the need to have, in our journey of faith, a qualified spiritual guide who accompanies us in our own personal journey towards sanctity. 

CONCLUSION

I would like to conclude these reflections with the words of the Presidency of the CIOFS, which we find in the letter sent to all the brothers and sisters of the Secular Franciscan Order on the occasion of the VIII Centenary of the birth of St. Elizabeth. In that letter a strong appeal was made to all the Secular Franciscans to pay particular attention to: 

* “St. Elizabeth, as one of the first “spiritual daughters” of St. Francis, who produced “worthy fruits of penance ”. Like her, we must heed the admonition of St. Francis to become men and women of mercy, living the charism of poverty, humility, contemplation and, above all, of ongoing conversion. Elizabeth was able to incorporate all of these virtues into her life, virtues that continue to distinguish the brothers and sisters of penance to this day”. 

* “St. Elizabeth, as a concrete and exemplary model of the apostolic mission to which we are all called. Her complete giving of self to her marriage and family life, to the temporal tasks associated with governing her country, and to the poor, the sick (especially, lepers) and the marginalized of her time, is an example for all of us and a reminder to feel constantly challenged by the spirit of St. Francis who calls us to be in the world without belonging to it”
. 
NEWS - CHAPTERS - VISITS - MEETINGS

Ukraine – National Elective Chapter and establishment of the SFO National Fraternity 

 

The National Chapter of the SFO in the Ukraine, during which Neonila Belokon of Kiev was elected National Minister and International Counsellor, was held at Zarichany, near the city of Zytomyr, on the 2nd and 3rd of June 2007. About 30 members with the National Assistants participated in the Chapter. Present in the name of the Presidency of the International Council of the SFO (CIOFS) were Encarnación Del Pozo, Minister General of the SFO, Wilhelmina Visser-Pelsma, Consellor to the Presidency, and Br. Ivan Matić, OFM, Assistant General of the SFO. At the beginning of the Chapter, the Minister General read the Decree of Erection of the National Fraternity of the SFO in the Ukraine, which thus became the 61st National Fraternity. This new Fraternity is composed of three Regional Fraternities with about 1,160 Secular Franciscans, of whom 766 are solemnly professed. The spiritual and pastoral care of the SFO Fraternities is entrusted to the Friars of the Franciscan Family (OFM, OFMConv and OFMCap).

Sicily – Meeting with the Assistants and the Chapter of Mats of the SFO 

A formation meeting for Assistants to the SFO-YouFra of Sicily was held in the guest house of the Conventual Friars at Pergusa on the 11th of June. The reflection was on St. Elizabeth of Hungary, seen through the eyes of the spiritual Assistants, guided by Br. Ivan Matić, OFM, Assistant General of the SFO. The 2nd Chapter of Mats, with about 1,500 Secular Franciscans from all the local fraternities of Sicily, the entire Regional Council and the international authorities, the Minister General of the SFO, Encarnacion Del Pozo, and the Assistant General Br. Ivan Matić, OFM, was held in the Stadio di Pian del Lago at Caltanisetta, on Sunday the 17th June. During the opening celebration, Br. Ivan stressed the need to be faithful to one’s vocation and guaranteed the accompaniment of the Spiritual Assistants for this. 

The relic of St. Elizabeth, which will be brought on pilgrimage throughout the Sicilian Dioceses until the 22nd of July, was solemnly carried during the celebration. This will be an important moment for the local Fraternities which will have the possibility of gathering in prayer in order to celebrate the eighth centenary of the birth of their Patron Saint. The main topic of the Chapter of Mats, “St. Elizabeth: spouse, mother and model for franciscan penitents”, was presented by the Minister General. A concerto by Br. Giuseppe Di Fatta, OFM, Regional Assistant followed. Br. Giuseppe composed a song in honour of St. Elizabeth, “Elizabeth and others”, for the occasion. The testimonies of two SFO couples were presented in the afternoon. One was by the Vanadio family, which works with clandestine immigrants who come ashore in Sicily, and the other was by the Virgadaula family, franciscan missionaries in Romania. The Chapter concluded with a solemn celebration presided over by the Bishop of Caltanisetta, H.E. Msgr. Mario Russotto, who did not fail to recall the powerful message of St. Francis and St. Elizabeth. 

Spain - I International Assembly of YouFra

The I International Assembly of Young Franciscans (YouFra) was held in the franciscan college-community of Vilanova i La Geltrú (Barcelona) from the 28th June to the 5th of July. Some seventy representatives of the National Fraternities of YouFra, the young, Assistants from the First Order and one Poor Clare Sister of the active life took part. The participants in this International Assembly, from Korea to the United States, passing through the Philippines, Pakistan, Syria, South Africa, Canada, El Salvador, Brazil, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Slovenia, Lithuania, Poland, Chile, Paraguay, Venezuela, Porto Rico, Slovakia, Italy, Portugal, Great Britain, Spain and Argentina, shared in the celebration of their faith, culture and franciscan vocation, as well as the work carried out through the conferences and group-work on relations with the Church, society and franciscan values. They were able, at the same time, to unify criteria about their identity and organisation. Among the participants who must be mentioned were the Minister General of the Secular Franciscan Order, Encarnación del Pozo, the Minister General of the Capuchins, Br. Mauro Jöhri (representing the Conference of Ministers General), and the three Assistants General to the SFO, Br. Ivan Matić, Br. Martín Pablo Bitzer and Br. Samy Irudaya.

The Catalan Franciscan Province of St. Salvador de Horta, represented by its Minister Provincial, Br. Francesc Vilà, and the franciscan community of Vilanova i La Geltrú cordially and fraternally welcomed all the brothers and sisters participating in the assembly with great satisfaction and joy. It was truly a great gift from the Lord.
Welcome to Br. Amando Trujillo Cano, TOR, the new General Assistant for the SFO

Br. Amando Trujillo Cano, TOR, was born on May 22, 1962 in Mexico City. He joined the Third Order Regular of Saint Francis in 1981 and professed his first vows on October 4, 1982 in México City. He professed solemn vows on May 24, 1987 in Atizapán de Zaragoza, State of México. On August 20, 1988 he was ordained as a presbyter in Mexico City. He studied Philosophy and Theology in México City and a Licentiate on Musical Education at the U.N.A.M. in México City. He ministered as a priest in Mexico City, first as a Parroquial Vicar for a year, and as a postulants Director for four years. While on this assignment, he also ministered in youth retreats, formed a missionary team and was a founding member of the Justice and Peace Commission of both the Franciscan Conference of Mexico and the Conference of Religious Institutes of Mexico. From 1993 to 2005 he worked in four cities of Texas, USA, doing parish ministry. He was also vocations Director (1995-1997) and Initial Formation Director (1997-2000) for that region. During that time he had contact with some SFO fraternities. While doing parish ministry, he was involved with organizations members of ‘Industrial Areas Foundation’ (1996-2005), a broad base network that encompasses institutions working to improve social services. In 2005 he was elected Minister Provincial of the Vice Province of Santa Maria de Guadalupe and returned to Mexico, where he continued doing parish ministry and assisted a local SFO fraternity. In the last General Chapter, he was elected as a General Counselor and later appointed as General Assistant for the SFO by the recently elected Minister General, Michael Higgins, TOR.

Thank you, Br. Michael, and congratulations!
We would like to take this opportunity to extend our warmest congratulations to Br. Michael Higgins, TOR, upon his election as Minister General. We would especially like to thank him for his most appreciated service as General Assistant of the SFO. He served in this capacity since 2001.

Madagascar - National Elective Chapter and Congress

Delegated by the SFO General Minister, Hervé Sylva, Presidency Member (French Language) presided over the National Elective Chapter of Madagascar, assisted by Br. Samy Irudaya, OFMCap, representing the Conference of the General Assistants. They stayed at St. Anthony of Padua Capuchins’ Convent where the National Spiritual Assistant, Br. Pascal de Gasperis, OFMCap, lives. On 29th afternoon the program was finalized in a meeting with Hervé, Hortense Ranaivojaona, the then National Minister, and the two Friars Pascal and Samy. The question of National Statute of Madagascar was also discussed, prior to the Elections. This Elective Chapter together with Congress was a great occasion, for the Franciscan Family in Madagascar, to live together and exchanged their rich experiences from 30th July to 03rd August at Finarantsoa in the Franciscan Parish of St. Francis and Santa Clara of Assisi.

Some 500 people comprising of SFO brothers and sisters, YouFra, Fioretti, Secular Priests, Friars, Nuns of different Franciscan Congregations and Spiritual Assistants came from regions of the north, centre and south of Madagascar, where most of the SFO Fraternities are found. All, with their different cultures, traditions, languages, status and social situations were accommodated in St. Francis of Assisi school for at least five days and celebrated meaningful brotherhood. On the 30th July, Father Gervais Razafitoazaza, the Vicar General, delegated by the Bishop of the diocese celebrated the Holy Eucharist to open the Elective Chapter/Congress. He was assisted by some ten priests present, including Fr. Pascal and Samy and the Spiritual Assistants. The formation session, animated by Hervé and Fr. Samy, on the theme “Complementarity and collaboration of the three branches (SFO, YuFra and Fioretti) in Franciscan Order” was held in Saint Francis and Santa Clara church, the only venue for the Elective Chapter meetings. They were very receptive and attentive. Questions were asked and clarifications were given. A diocesan priest and a YouFra girl helped for the translations.
On 1st August, the elections were held. Jean Hambabe was elected as National Minister and Hortense Ranaivojaona reelected as International Councellor. Another important event “The Pardon of Assisi”, was scheduled on the 2nd August, on the occasion of the feast of St. Mary of the Angels of the Porziuncola. A pilgrimage of 7 km. on foot was organized starting from the Ambozontany Cathedral of Fianarantsoa to the Leprosy of Marana and back. Confessions were heard and Mass celebrated at St. Francis and St. Clara Church at late afternoon same day. Mass was held on Friday 3rd August at noon to close the Elective Chapter cum Congress of Madagascar. 

Paraguay – National Elective Chapter

The national elective Chapter of the SFO for Paraguay was held in the city of Caaguazú, August 4-5. About 30 people participated, with 18 Chapter delegates. There were three spiritual Assistants present: Br. Luis Otazua, OFM, along with one other OFM, and the President of the Franciscan Family, who is the Provincial of the Franciscan Sisters for Education. Silvia Diana, international Councilor and national Minister of Argentina, and Br. Gerónimo Martina, OFM, national SFO Assistant for Argentina, presided at the Chapter. They served as delegates of the General Minister and CAS respectively. Alcides Martínez was elected the new national Minister, and Higinio Díaz was named international Councilor.

Ecuador – National Elective Chapter

The national elective Chapter of the SFO for Ecuador was held August 9-12. Maria Consuelo Núñez (Chelito), member of the Presidency of CIOFS, and Br. Luis Gerardo Cabrera, OFM, General Definitor of the OFMs, presided at the Chapter. The new Council is composed of members who are younger than the previous Council, among whom are two former members of YouFra. Nelson Garcia Tapia was re-elected national Minister. Also present at the meeting were Br. Ernesto Echeverría, OFM, and Br. Walter Eras, OFM, Minister Provincial. The theme for spiritual reflection that was chosen to inspire the chapter delegates was: “The Task and Duty of a Secular Franciscan.”

Hungary - National Elective Chapter

The National Elective Chapter in Hungary took place at the gymnasium of the Franciscan Secondary School of the Friars Minor, Esztergom from August 10 to 12, 2007. The election was held at the feast of St. Clare. Nearly 60 capitulars participated in a very fraternal atmosphere. General Minister Encarnaciòn del Pozo was present and Br. Samy Irudaya, OFMCap, represented the Conference of General Spiritual Assistants. Some reflection during the Chapter was given to the Rule of the SFO, to the celebration of the Franciscan charism, and to the 8th Centenary of the birth of St. Elizabeth. Nèmeth Bèla was elected as National Minister and Kauser Tibor was elected as International Councilor. The Elective Chapter was concluded by the Holy Mass in the evening, where the Minister General, Encarnación del Pozo has confirmed the elections. The celebrant of the Holy Mass was Br. Irudaya Samy, OFMCap, General Assistant.

Zambia – Various Celebrations for the Jubilee of Saint Elizabeth

The celebration of the 8th Centenary of the birth of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary was held at the Franciscan Center of Ndola, August 23-26.  It was organized by the national SFO Council and by the OFM Conventuals.  More than one thousand people participated, among them around 700 members of the SFO, and members of the Catholic movement Ba Nazareth. The program offered three days of fraternity along with various liturgical celebrations. Highlights included the Jubilee Mass, presided by SFO general Assistant Br. Martín Bitzer, OFMConv, and formation moments dealing with the novelty introduced into the Catholic Church by Francis of Assisi, and with the very impressive witness of life left by Saint Elizabeth. Honorius Chilufya, national SFO Minister of Zambia, officially opened and closed the festivities. During these days of celebration, the new SFO headquarters in Zambia was inaugurated with a special blessing.

Mexico – National Elective Chapter of the SFO and YouFra
The SFO of Mexico celebrated its 11th Elective Chapter at the John Paul II Pastoral Center, September 14-16, 2007. Its principal theme was “Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, model for secular Franciscans of the 21st Century”. The 8th Elective Chapter of YouFra Mexico was held in the same place. Presiding at the election of the new National Council, in the name of the presidency of CIOFS, was Rosalvo Mota, Vice General Minister of the SFO, accompanied by the new General Assistant, Br. Amando Trujillo Cana, TOR. Maria Esther Pérez Grimaldi was elected National Minister and International Councilor. She presided at the national Chapter of YouFra, where Elizabeth Castro Chávez was elected National President.

Tanzania – National Elective Chapter of the SFO
The national SFO Fraternity of Tanzania celebrated its national elective Chapter at the Mbagala Spiritual Center in Dar es Salaam, September 16-20, 2007. Jenny Harrington, International Councilor from South Africa, and Br. Ivan Matić, OFM, General Assistant of the SFO, were present in the name of the Presidency of the SFO International Council.

Br. Eleuter Mrema, OFMCap, and Br. Festus Mganga, OFM, the two national SFO Assistants, participated, along with Br. William Muchunguzi, OFMCap, national Assistant of YouFra, and some regional SFO Assistants.  It was a great pleasure to receive the visit of the Archbishop of Dar es Salaam, Cardinal Polycarp Pengo. He presided at Eucharist, and visited fraternally with the Chapter delegates afterward.

The first day was dedicated to formation; Jenny and Br. Ivan gave presentations on the life of Saint Elizabeth. On the second day, reports were presented from the 19 regional Fraternities and from the outgoing national Council, followed by a lively discussion on the situation of the Fraternity. The conversation highlighted the importance of having a deeper understanding of our own identity, and a greater sense of belonging to the Order. Participants also greatly appreciated the report given by Benjamin Gasper Malaga, national President of YouFra.

Elections were held on September 19th. Laurent Mutalemwa was elected national Minister and International Councilor. Members of the national Council were also elected. The SFO will celebrate its 75th anniversary in Tanzania in 2008. At present, there are 170 local Fraternities, with about 3000 members. The strong presence of YouFra in Tanzania was also noted; there are 126 local fraternities with around 2000 members.
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