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HOW CAN THE SECULAR FRANCISCANS TODAY
BE MORE SIGNIFICANT WITH THEIR WAY OF LIFE?

Rosita Colombo Prosdocimi, SFO
1.
INTRODUCTION

The present context
There isn’t a more favourable moment than now to ask ourselves this question.

· In fact, we are commemorating 800 years since the birth of the Franciscan movement, a providential gift inspired by Francis and Clare of Assisi, for the Church and for humanity. This is a challenge for all Franciscans, religious and secular, and we ask ourselves again whether our life truly continues to be an evangelical alternative in today’s world.

· We are celebrating the second year of the Jubilee of the birth of St Elizabeth of Hungary, patroness of the Secular Franciscan Order, model of humility and charity, of love for the poor and of support; her example is still current for Franciscans today.

· Thirty years have passed since the approval of the SFO Rule. Indeed, on 24 June 1978, Paul VI approved our renewed Rule, a true “compendium” of the gospel of Jesus, saturated with the Franciscan spirit, norm and life for the seculars (cfr. SFO Rule 4). As distinct from the preceding Rules, full of precepts and counsels, it calls us to creativity, to live the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, in the footsteps of Francis and Clare of Assisi, with the true and proper freedom of the children of God.

2.
A LOOK “AD INTRA”
The fraternity, the family
I believe that this is an important moment to ask ourselves whether we continue truly to be an evangelical alternative in the world of today, in the Church and in the society of our time. I pose the question, setting out from the perspective of a secular Franciscan, from this reality of the Southern Cone of Latin America.
I have been in the Order for more than forty years. I discovered Francis in my childhood, through reading the books in my family’s library.
Thanks to the mediation of Irene, my English teacher, who was a Secular Franciscan, I said my yes to live this spirituality, from the age of twenty-three years, and I still remain faithful. In spite of so many human weaknesses and obstacles, I have never doubted my choice.
My secular Fraternity is the place where I wanted to and still want to live the faith, and to continue to discover the beauty that the charism of our Founder encloses.

The idea exists, consolidated for a number of years by now, that the SFO Fraternities are groups consisting of pious ladies who pray the Rosary. And this doesn’t cease to be meritorious, and serves as a support for those who can rise to the action of prayer, but it is not the reality of all the Fraternities. It is not like that in my Fraternity of Our Lady of Graces, in Buenos Aires. The people have always gone into renewal: there are the young, the not so young and the elderly. The Franciscan youth often accompany us. I believe that those who were professed years ago and have attended the meetings do not lack a special stamp that they will always carry in their spirit.
Perhaps our biggest defect, I think, is that we don’t show ourselves as a Fraternity, but so many  single testimonies abound: from the young teacher, who offers her witness in the classroom and in life, and our present Minister, a young and energetic lawyer, to the bank clerk who has a beautiful family, does his job corectly and at the same time sows peace when conflicts arise among his work companions; or the soprano who reads poems inspired by Francis and Clare, accompanied by a gospel reflection (in radio programs and also to the members of the lovely Manobianca choir that she belongs to). Also an elderly brother, who lives in a distant rest home… but attends the meetings and animates his companions in the faith. So may persons carry the seal of Francis and Clare! 
On the other hand, we must know that it is deceptive and misleading to think that the group can be entirely good, that it can arrive by a spiritual path to perfect harmony. Both good and ill lodge within us and so we can make mistakes. The important thing is to admit it and to start anew, and to choose the good, Jesus and his Gospel, once again.
For more than forty years, from when I have participated in  the meetings of my Fraternity, I have seen superiors, parish priests, assistants, friars, pass by… who are our brothers, and with the Franciscan religious Sisters and the Poor Clares, together with our Secular Franciscans, make Clare and Francis present in the Church. While these, our brothers and sisters, stay for a few years and then move on, normally, we Secular Franciscans continue to be there, present in the Parishes and faithful to our vocation.
So many of us must acknowledge our defect with regard to our regular presence in the life of the parish that welcomes us. Almost all of us live at a distance and find it hard to belong. A more constant presence could stir new vocations and bring about reciprocal vital communion with the religious. 
Our friar assistants are generally occupied and do not always have time to come to our meetings. Life today is too complicated. With the passage of the years we have become used to it: we prepare the meetings in groups designated beforehand, we make it possible for our meetings to be joyful, that prayer and reflection and the sharing of life among the brothers are not lacking. If the friar Assistant can come, we are delighted, if not, we organize ourselves. We have learnt much over the years.
When we meet with the priests, friars and Sisters who have shared some part of our journey with us, it’s a real festival. 
Many friars value the presence of the secular brothers and sisters. They accompany  us when they have time and we accept it like that. But there is something that saddens us: when we perceive a certain indifference or disinterest in us, we bear it with regret because we are brothers. We all hear the same call. Our point of departure is the same: love and admiration for Francis and Clare. Some of us will be mediocre, others will shine more, but all together we complete the charism and we walk together towards the final goal, the Kingdom of the Father and our embrace with Jesus, Mary, Francis and Clare. A humble secular or an enthusiastic group of Franciscan Youth can help to discover and support the vocation of a friar or of a Franciscan Sister or Poor Clare.
One of the testimonies that has marked my life as a secular has been that of a secular Franciscan  couple with whom we have lived for some time together: Silvio and Salette, of the SFO of Rio di Janeiro. They have shared most of their spiritual and even their material goods with the friars and the SFO of Brazil.
Salette, a lovely person, simple and joyful, often entertained my children when they were little and played with them, while we spoke of “serious things”. What did we talk about? The Secular Franciscan Order. Sometimes a friar accompanied us.  Ismael, my husband, who was at that time National Minister of the SFO [of Argentina], contributed with his enthusiasm and his dash of renewal, unfortunately cut off short by his premature death. Others gathered his inheritance, increasing our secular reality. 
Silvio, who held high office in the Bank of Brazil, offered his contribution with his experience, serenity and sense of humour; he often said: “Why do some friars not show interest in the seculars?” Because they don’t approach them and they don’t want to know and accept them as brothers? Don’t they understand that, unlike them, we have the “factory of creatures”, which is the nuptial bed?
My three children, already since their childhood, attended the meetings, fraternizing with the friars and Sisters. How are my children? They have virtues and defects, like any young people, they are not “saints”, but they are good persons, honest and sensitive, with simple tastes and aspirations, respectful, lovers of nature… I would say that they have a Franciscan stamp.
I would like to echo the words of the Bishops of Latin America (Aparecida, Brazil, Art. 118 – 2007):

“In the womb of a family, the person discovers the motives and the way in which he belongs to the family of God. From this, we receive life, the first experience of love and faith. The great treasure of education of the children in the faith consists in the experience of the family that receives the faith, conserves it, celebrates it, transmits it and witnesses to it. The parents must be always newly aware of their happy and irrenouncable responsibility for the integral formation of their children.”
3.
A LOOK “AD EXTRA”
The context, the future
If we watch the telejournals every day, read the daily papers, surf the Internet, listen to the radio or simply walk in the street and observe the reality of our world at present, we cannot be unconcerned about the dramatic panorama that is presented to  us : there is so much suffering and injustice, too much violence, so many armed conflicts, so many senseless deaths.…
We regret all this, but we mustn’t be discouraged. The option should be clear: combat all these evils with good (cfr. SFO Rule 6). There is always a way to follow: accompanying and listening to so many people around us burdened with loneliness, who carry the cross of injustices, the lack of hope and so many evils of our times. We find inspiration in our Rule: “Messengers of perfect joy in every  circumstance, they should strive to bring joy and hope to others” (SFO Rule 19).
In this, we secular Franciscans should have self-criticism as our point of departure and we should ask ourselves: Are we paralysed and resigned facing this state of affairs? Why not think rather that the world is always subject to changes and ask ourselves what can we contribute to bring about positive changes? We should find the best way to tell ourselves and to tell the reality of the world that, through the Faith, another way of life is possible; that if we don’t moderate our ambitions, if we don’t change our attitudes and invent a more equal and ethical world, where the common good is placed before the particular good, there will still be hunger, injustice and the real risk of exhausting the planet’s resources. Our spiritual growth cannot be dissociated from our social and ecological responsibility.
Saint Francis intuited, already eight centuries ago, the strict relationship that exists between all things. From an insignificant worm, to the splendour of the sun, all was for him a motive for respect and admiration. He saw in every being, animate and inanimate, the presence of God. This attitude made of him an attentive man and a lover of all human beings and of all things (cfr. SFO Rule 18).
Today, through science, we can discover the great and small things that make up the universe. If we see them through faith, we discover the creative power of God. From the immense universe that is still expanding, to the micro-organisms that can be seen with a microscope. We know also that within this long evolution of the universe, man is a spiritual “breath” and is only a particle of a cosmic cycle, of 15 million years.
This makes us feel very small. It should destroy our pride.…

I ask myself: what can I do, in my humble position as a Secular Franciscan to improve this world that is almost exhausted through  the bad use and abuse that we have made of the goods of creation?
I believe that we must behave freely and responsibly: from the small act of turning off a tap that drips and wastes that scarse and precious good that is drinkable water, to participating in actions and movements that promote the care of the planet and denounce abuses.
Our Rule exhorts us to participate “in promoting justice” (SFO Rule 15).
It would be good if there were more Franciscans present in local associations or modeled on the NGOs, to promote the human being, health and education, and to help to raise consciousness of the care of the planet. 
Six years ago, in the midst of the economic crisis, I had the occasion to collaborate in two humble quarters of La Matanza, in the Province of Buenos Aires, in creating and promoting small family gardens.
It was all organized with the priest of these quarters and a group of enthusiastic women admirers of St Francis. It was a lovely practical experience, and the results can still be seen today. The humble tables of people out of work could be laid with fresh greens; the people were keen about their garden plots, and began to exchange experiences and to talk with their neighbours, and even to share greens and plants. They got together at the chapel in the quarter and held a joyful competition among themselves to see who had the biggest chilli or tomato or the heaviest pumpkin! 
For me, living in the city, this experience to set foot in these quarters has been very useful; I learnt to know and love these simple people. At that moment I felt that my way of life became more meaningful. 
I am convinced that our life becomes more eloquent when we remain faithful to prayer, when we are present in moments of necessity, when we can listen, understand and love. And this means to be committed to “build a more fraternal and evangelical world” (SFO Rule 14). It doesn’t matter if we seculars are few, if we are not seen. Let us allow ourselves to be filled by the Spirit and imitate Mary in “her complete self-giving”, in her “confident” and constant “prayer” (cfr. SFO Rule 9). She will be our guide and support
To conclude, I echo this beautiful prayer of John Paul II to St Francis: 

Francis,

 you who brought Christ so close
to your time,

help us to bring Christ
to our time,

to our difficult and critical times.

You, always a good man,

never failed to help those
 who turned to you.
Help us to be joyful servants of God,

able to light in every place
the torch of hope and trust,
of optimism and joy,
of goodness and love.
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NEWS - CHAPTERS - VISITS - MEETINGS
Portugal – Course for Spiritual Assistants
During April 9 and 10, at Cova da Iria (Fatima), in the Capuchin Fathers’ House, a Course of formation was held for SFO Spiritual Assistants. The event was organized by the Conference of National Spiritual Assistants of the SFO of Portugal. Fr. Severino Centomo OFMConv, and Fr. Paulo Jorge Ferreira OFM were the moderators of these two days of fraternity and study. Besides other OFM, OFMConv and OFMCap Assistants, there were present José C. Almeida Gorgulho Santos, SFO National Minister, with his wife, and Pedro Nuno Coelho, International Councillor and Vice Minister, who presented the present situation of the SFO of Portugal and its Assistance. The international Conference of Assistants was represented by Fr. Martín Bitzer OFMConv, SFO General Assistant, who delivered a conference entitled: “A new assistance for a new Secular Franciscan Order”, and presided at the Mass of April 10. Following the conference, which was delivered in two parts, after which there was a very lively debate, there was also work in groups that concluded with a plenary assembly. Then there were María Francisca Topa, lawyer, and Antonio Luis Topa, engineer, both being Secular Franciscans of the Fraternity “S. Francisco a Luz” of Lisbon. This young married couple, who have two little daughters, left us a beautiful witness of what it means to live as Secular Franciscans today. To complete this Course, Fr. Victor José Melícias Lopez OFM, Provincial Minister, also arrived. After greeting those present, he praised the initiative of the Course and expressed his definite intention to continue with spiritual and pastoral assistance to the SFO Fraternities of Portugal.
Venezuela – National Elective Chapter
From April 10 to 13, the National Elective Chapter of the SFO of Venezuela was celebrated, in the ‘Cristo Re’ Centre of Spiritual Exercises, in the outskirts of Caracas. About 30 capitulars participated, coming from various regional and local Fraternities of that nation, including the National Assistants: Fr. Antonio Reyes OFM and Fr. Pedro Buonamassa OFMConv, besides some observers. The president of the chapter was Aída María López López, SFO, International Councillor of the Dominican Republic, and Fr. Amando Trujillo Cano TOR, General Assistant SFO. The National Minister presented a report of the activities that the National Council carried out in the past three years and then the assembly checked the various areas of the Council’s work. The work continued with some proposals of lines of action for the next three years. On April 12 the election of the National Council was celebrated, in which Alejandro Albornoz, as National Minister, and Amparo González, as International Councillor, were re-elected. After that, all those elected accepted their respective offices. Sister Aida María confirmed the election of the new Council and the General Assistant asked for God’s blessing on its members. During the chapter there was a fraternal and joyful atmosphere, with strong active participation. Sister Ramona Valdez, SFO, of the Dominican Republic, together with Sister Aída López, was invited to present the Secular Institute “Hermanas Seráficas” initiated in their country and to which Secular Franciscans belong. Fr. Amando also gave a presentation of the TOR of St Francis, as was requested beforehand, to make known this branch of the Franciscan Family that is not present in Venezuela. Another special activity was the presentation of a recently formed adult choir to which some Secular Franciscans belong. Among other things, they sang a hymn to St Elizabeth of Hungary and the hymn of the SFO of Venezuela.

Lithuania – National Chapter of the SFO
The National Elective Chapter of the SFO of Lithuania was held in the Friary of the Friars Minor in the city of Kretinga, from 11 to 13 April 2008. Thirty-five capitulars were present, representing six Regional Fraternities, with the National Assistant Fr. Linas Vodopjanovas OFM. Three members of the National Council were present as representatives of the national Franciscan Youth: Virginija Mickutė (National President), Agnė Pociūtė (Formator) e Jolita Aukštuolytė (Secretary). In the name of the Presidency of the International Council, Wilhelmina Visser-Pelsma, SFO, Concillor of the Presidency, and a General Assistant of the SFO, Fr. Ivan Matić, OFM, participated. In the morning of 12 April, they reflected, in study groups, on the priorities of the National Fraternity for the next three years. In the afternoon, the elective session was celebrated in which the new National Council of Lithuania was elected with the new National Minister, Algimantas Andziulis. Nerijus Čapas, former National Minister, was elected as International Councillor. A solemn eucharistic celebration, presided over by the Provincial Minister of the Province of St Casimir, Fr. Astijus Kungys OFM, concluded the day, while the Chapter ended on 13 April. In the morning of 14 April, Wilhelmina and Fr. Ivan had a fraternal meeting in Vilnius with the Provincial Minister and his Definitory, to share some information and news of the SFO and Franciscan Youth in the world and in particular in Lithuania. In the evening, Fr. Ivan met the  young Franciscans of Vilnius with their National Assistant, Fr. Algirdas Malakauskis OFM. In Lithuania there are 32 local SFO Fraternities, with about 500 members, structured in six Regional Fraternities. Thee is also a consistent presence of young Franciscans in various cities: Vilnius, Kretinga, Klaipeda and Kaunas. These young people, helped by their spiritual Assistants, are preparing the 5th European Congress of Youfra, that will take place in August 2009 in Lithuania. The Congress is important for two reasons: the first, because the Youfra of Lithuania was born thanks to the participation of some youths at the  2nd European Congress of Youfra that was held in 2001 in Portugal; the second, because in 2009 the European Youfra will celebrate, together with the Youfra of Lithuania, the 8th Centenary of the birth of the Franciscan charism.

Italy – Rome – Meeting of the Presidency CIOFS
From 19 to 26 April, the members of the Presidency of CIOFS met in the Capuchin International College of Saint Lawrence of Brindisi, in Rome. All the members were present except Fr. Samy Irudaya OFMCap, who was in India at the Elective Chapter of his religious Province. At different moments, there were present also, as invited guests, Emanuela De Nunzio, SFO, ex-Minister General; Attilio Galimberti, SFO, of Franciscans International; Fr. Benitius Brevoort, OFMCap, ex-General Assistant of the SFO, and Fr. Firas Lutfi, OFM, spiritual Assistant of the GiFra in Syria, etc. Among the topics treated, prominent ones were: the review of the decisions taken in the last meeting of the Presidency (Assisi, November 2007); the programme of the next SFO General Chapter (which took up most of the time owing to the importance and complexity  of the event); the situation regarding the Seat of CIOFS and its definitive acquisition; the report of the Juridical Commission on various topics; the programme of the Pastoral and Fraternal Visits and Chapters in 2008 and also in 2009; updating on the situation of the SFO in Italy; the Conference of the Franciscan Family; the report of the Financial Commission; news of the emerging Fraternities, as well as difficult situations in some constituted and emerging Fraternities; the Presence in the World Commission and Franciscans International; the Franciscan Youth Commission, especially with regard to WYD; the report of the Pastoral and Fraternal Visits and Chapters already celebrated, etc. The atmosphere of fraternity and prayer and of intense work characterized the meeting of the Presidency, with great active and open participation on the  part of the Assistants that led to moments of deep interaction and gave the possibility of preparing the stages that will lead to the celebration of the General Elective Chapter in November 2008. 
Italy – Spiritual Retreat of the SFO of the Region of Lazio
The Regional Council of the SFO prepared for 26-27 April a spiritual retreat for candidates, members of initial formation and newly professed members of the SFO of the Lazio Region. Fr. Ivan Matić was also present at the meeting and gave a reflection on the theme: “Remain in My Love”, based on the text of St John’s Gospel 15:9-1. About 70 persons took part, among whom were various spiritual Assistants. There were present also Fr. Fabrizio Ciampicali, OFM, National Assistant SFO and Fr. Marino Porcelli, Provincial Minister OFM of Lazio and President of COMPI, who presided at the Eucharist at the end of the retreat.
Bosnia and Herzegovina – SFO National Fraternity constituted
May 10, 2008, the Vigil of Pentecost, will be an important date in the rich history of the SFO and GiFra of Bosnia and Herzegovina. On that day, the National Fraternity of the SFO of Bosnia and Herzegovina was constituted officially, after a great journey of preparation, and the National Fraternity of the GiFra was recognized.  This solemn act was celebrated in the presence of about 30 representatives of the SFO and GiFra, of the two Regional Fraternities, together with their spiritual Assistants, to celebrate this important moment with the entire Franciscan family of Bosnia and Herzegovina. In the name of the SFO International Fraternity, there were present Encarnación del Pozo, SFO Minister General, Xavi Ramos, Councillor of the Presidency of GiFra and Fr. Ivan Matić OFM, General Assistant SFO. After the constitution of the Fraternity, they proceeded with the first election of the new National Council that will guide the Fraternity in the following three years. Nives Kanevčev, from Sarajevo, was elected as National Minister and, as International Councillor, Iva Penavić of Široki Brijeg. The official recognition of the National Fraternity of GiFra was celebrated in the solemn Eucharist after the confirmation of the new National Council presided over by Fr. Ivan Matić. This first National Chapter of the SFO of Bosnia and Herzegovina took place during 9 - 11 May 2008, in the “House of Peace”, at Rama. 

Mexico – Meeting with the SFO National Executive and meetings with the spiritual Assistants
On Sunday, 11 May 2008, some members of the SFO National Executive of Mexico met in Mexico City, D.F., with Fr. Amando Trujillo Cano TOR, General Assistant SFO, to tackle some problems presented by María Esther Pérez Grimaldi, SFO National Minister. The main topic was the spiritual care of the Order and of JuFra in Mexico, in the context of relations with the major Superiors. They spoke of some meetings held to deal with this topic and also the challenges that were presented. They insisted on the necessity to deepen communication and reciprocal relations, and made proposals that could respond better to the manifest necessities. They spoke also about the translation and publication of the Manual for Assistance to the SFO and JuFra. On the following day, a fraternal and formative meeting was held for the National Assistants OFM, OFMConv and TOR, and for the local Assistants of the  TOR. María Esther Pérez G. was also present. This event was a great occasion to know one another and to lay the foundations for a greater collaboration in spiritual and pastoral assistance to the SFO of that nation. On the following day, in the context of the meeting for formators of the TOR of Latin America, Fr. Amando presented the topic of spiritual and pastoral assistance to the SFO in the programmes of initial formation of the friars.
Croatia – National Pilgrimage in honour of St Elizabeth 

On Saturday, 17 May 2008, the national pilgrimage of the SFO and GiFra of Croatia in honour of St Elizabeth was celebrated. About 900 members of the SFO and GiFra met in the parish church of St Elizabeth at Jalžabet, the only church in Croatia dedicated to the Patron Saint of the SFO. The solemn Mass was celebrated by Mons. Josip Mrzljak, Bishop of Varazdin, where this parish is located, he being also a member of the SFO. Among the many spiritual Assistants who took part in this pilgrimage Fr. Ivan Matić, OFM, General Assistant SFO, was also present.

Netherlands – Fraternal and Pastoral Visit. SFO National Elective Chapter 

From 16 to 18 May, at Denekamp, Fraternal and Pastoral Visits and the National Elective Chapter of the SFO of the Netherlands were held simultaneously. The Chapter was presided over by Bertha Richaud, International Councillor of the SFO of France, as the Delegate of Encarnación del Pozo, SFO Minister General, accompanied by Fr. Martín Bitzer OFMConv, General Assistant SFO. The spiritual and social development of this National Fraternity is noteworthy. Michael Versteegh, aged 44, married and cardilogist of national fame, was elected as National  Minister, and Mariette Fleur, aged 39, expert in jurisprudence, was elected as International Councillor; also Herman Marquering, the Formator is a young man. This shows that the average age in many SFO national fraternities is beginning to decrease.

Philippines, Pastoral and Fraternal Visit and National Elective Chapter
The fraternal and pastoral visit to the SFO National Fraternity of the Philippines was made by Luis Hervé Silva, SFO, as Delegate of Encarnación del Pozo, SFO Minister General, and by Fr. Amando Trujillo Cano TOR, General Assistant SFO, from 19 to 22 May, 2008. The visit included: the meeting with the members of the outgoing National Executive; participation in the various celebrations prepared, two SFO professions and the canonical establishment of a Fraternity; meetings with different Fraternities of the SFO and YouFra; meetings with Provincial Ministers; a meeting with the Archbishop of Manila, Gaudencio B. Cardinal Rosales; a meeting with the diocesan priests of the SFO; a coure for spiritual Assistants. To conclude, diverse visits were made: a school that was founded by the Order and is administered by it; centres of spiritual exercises; religious houses and parishes where Fraternities operate. The archival documents that were checked during the Visit reflect the vitality  of the National Fraternity, animated by various activities and celebrations. Besides, some aspects were pointed out that need to be improved: a greater presence in the life of the Archidiocese of Manila and spiritual and pastoral assistance in some local and regional Fraternities that do not yet have an Assistant. The Visit was well organized and the National Council was faithful to carrying it out. The National Elective Chapter was held in the Centre of Spiritual Exercises of the Capuchins at San Sebastián, Lipa City, Batangas, from 23 to 25 May. The opening Mass was presided over by Archbishop Paciano B. Aniceto, D.D., SFO, of the Archdiocese of San Fernando, Pampanga. During the Chapter, Fr. Amando Trujillo TOR presented the topic: “Saint Elizabeth: a pastoral reflection”. Luis Hervé, moreover, treated the topic: “The international SFO” and Lucy Almirañez spoke on the topic: “The Profession of the Secular Franciscan and the sense of belonging to the SFO”. Antonio C. Maghiran was re-elected National Minister and Maria Yvonne M. Lanuza was elected substitute International Councillor. The Chapter ended with a eucharistic celebration, in which the new National Council was confirmed in its functions. Many Assistants concelebrated the Mass. Our thanks goes to the outgoing National Executive for its work and its collaboration during the Visit, especially to Antonio C. Maghiran, to Fr. Armand Obal OFM, National Assistant, and to the other friars of the parish of St Anthony of Padua, who offered us hospitality, and to Lucy Almirañez, SFO. All were favourably impressed by the splendid welcome of the Philippino people , witnessing fully to us the Franciscan spirit of service. 
Chile – National elective Chapter and Fraternal-Pastoral Visit to the SFO of Chile
In a fraternal atmosphere and with the theme “Called to Serve in Perfect Joy”, the National Elective Chapter and the Fraternal and Pastoral Visit of the SFO of Chile was held in the Casa di Ritiro Alvernia, at San Francisco de  Mostazal. The Chapter, which was held from 30 May to 1 June 2008, was presided over by the Vice-Minister General, Rosalvo G. Mota, SFO with the presence of Fr. Ivan Matić OFM, General Assistant SFO, as the sign of the communion between the SFO, the First Order, the TOR and the Church. The solemn opening of the Ordinary Chapter and of the Visit was held in the evening, with a welcome by Catalina Valenzuela Cares, National Minister, Rosalvo Mota and Fr. Ivan Matić. Then all the capitulars were presented, and the reports of the Regional Fraternities and that of the National Council were read, all with PowerPoint support. On Saturday, after the meeting of the regional groups, the debate with the capitulars was opened to establish the priorities of the works to be undertaken in the next three years. Then, the orientations and motivations were given that had to guide the elective Chapter. In the afternoon, the elective session was held, presided over by Rosalvo Mota, who proceeded to compose the presidency Table: Fr. Ivan Matić and the National Assistants: Fr. Juan Rovegno Suárez OFM, Fr. Pedro Beltrame OFMConv, and Fr. Sergio Hernández Carrión OFMCap; Manuel Silva, SFO, Secretary; Isabel Fuentealba, SFO, and Guillermo Calderón, SFO, scrutineers, and Midalett Catalán, President of JuFra, charged with writing the results. Out of 70 persons convoked, 56 capitulars were present, who officially constituted the Capitular Assembly. Rosalvo Mota thanked the members of the outgoing Executive, for their service rendered to the SFO of Chile. Following the norms, the scrutiny was carried out in a cordial and fraternal atmosphere. Those elected were: sister Ingrid Palacios Moreno as National Minister and International Councillor, and brother Eduardo Cortes Mirando as Vice-Minister and substitute International Councillor. Subsequently, all the other members of the National Executive were elected. Immediately after the elective session, the Eucharist was celebrated, presided over by Fr. Ivan Matić, in which Rosalvo Mota confirmed the elected officers according to the Ritual. The evening concluded with joyful fraternity recreation, animated with typical local songs and dances. On Sunday, Rosalvo Mota and Fr. Ivan, as Visitators, met the national aand regional Spiritual Assistants, in the presence of Fr. Rogelio Wouters Duchateau OFM, and Fr. Miguel Ángel Ariz OFMCap, Provincial Ministers. All took part in the plenary assembly closing the Chapter and the Fraternal-Pastoral Visit. On Monday morning, moreover, the Visitators met the students of philosophy and theology in the House of Formation of the OFM Province, and also other brothers and sisters of the Franciscan Family who work as spiritual Assistants of the SFO.
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