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Professing the Rule of the SFO

we consecrate ourselves to the service of the Kingdom of God

Stjepan Lice, SFO

On Secular Franciscan Spirituality

Secular Franciscan spirituality is not a spirituality that is distanced from the world, an unsocial or hidden spirituality, rather is it a spirituality that is on show in the world, a spirituality involved in the world. The fundamental dimension of Secular Franciscan spirituality is precisely that of being secular, in its practical responsibility for the world; a responsibility which begins with taking care of family life and being committed to a family atmosphere in the world and Church, including also an atmosphere of family in carrying out ecumenical and inter-confessional dialogue. 
Secular Franciscan spirituality is one of the many good ways which lead to God and humanity, marked out through the history of Christianity and of the Church. However, it does not stop with the Church, but goes throughout the world so that such a way needs to be always marked out anew in every time and space in a totally special way through commitment to both personal and communal life. Even if it happened that full communal commitment should be lacking, personal commitment cannot be missing because the Gospel invites each one of us to consecrate him/herself to the service of the Kingdom of God.
Secular Franciscan spirituality is a spirituality of the Gospel. It would like to be a spirituality that lives the Gospel literally, as the Gospel is not reserved for special moments or occasions. We must live the Gospel fully and to its depths. To be content with only partially living the Gospel would be to deceive it. A mediocre life according to the Gospel is a non-evangelical life. 
There is no lived Secular Franciscan spirituality where there is tepidity, since it presupposes total trust in God, a total giving of self to God. Secular Franciscan spirituality can only be lived in enthusiasm. Only an enthusiastic heart, an enthusiastic spirit, can understand and enjoy it. 
Personal and family discovery of Secular Franciscan Spirituality 

When I, with my wife Ružica, began to know franciscan spirituality back in the beginning of the eighties – and I don’t exaggerate when I say, with enthusiasm – I wondered what was the meaning of professing the evangelical life, for I had always been engaged in living, as far as possible, the holy Gospel since I had reached the age of reason. 
I very soon discovered that being committed to living the Gospel is one thing and to profess the evangelical way of life is another. Secular Franciscan spirituality has helped me to see more clearly that the Gospel is life with others, life with God and with man and women. I understood that to make profession of the evangelical life before others and before God is not a formal act, but an essential act, on which the identity of the Secular Franciscan is founded. 
Even though I have always been a Christian, it was really Franciscanism that gave visibility and identity to my Christianity by adding that dimension by which life and God became clearer to me and I became clearer to myself. This is a dimension which I cannot live without. I had the good fortune, a blessed good fortune, because I entered the franciscan world, franciscan spirituality, with my wife Ružica. And so franciscan spirituality became the spirituality of our family. 
The fact that I professed the evangelical life together with my wife and some twenty brothers and sisters, the majority of them young, when there were few who professed the evangelical life in the SFO over a long period in my country, caused, perhaps, the profession to be more touching and more demanding for all of us. I remember how every word of the Ordo of profession was said with great ardour by us. 
With the passing of time, I understood more, and continue to understand better, the preciousness of our act. Later, as Master of initial formation, I discovered how much richness in content and how many stimulations there are in the simple expressions of the Rule of the SFO. 
My wife Ružica and I had lived our Christianity with zeal and great commitment previously, living it, however, with a certain unease. We almost always had to demonstrate it before ourselves and others (at times even against others). Franciscanism, essentially, helped us to live it in a more serene way, and also in a more involved way, without the need for a continual evaluation, but living it with dedication and in the confidence that the Lord would make up for our limitations. 
This happened when communism was in power in Croatia and, therefore, the faith and the faithful were questioned, despised and discredited. But to live the faith was much more important for me and my wife than any advantage that the world of that time could offer. Other difficulties arose from the fact that both of us were working – and still are today – in the area of teaching and formation. My wife Ružica worked as a teacher in a children’s home. I, on the other hand, was a secretary in the University. My wife was pointed out as an ambiguous person on a few occasions; indeed, at that time it was thought that it was impossible to be an educator and, at the same time, a religious person. Ever since being at secondary school I had published religious articles, under my own name, in religious magazines. I had some problems and I was even denied some opportunities. However, I always had the support of my wife..
Our commitment increased when we became part of the Franciscan Family. We participated and still participate in many franciscsan and ecclesiastical initiatives. When Manuela Mattioli, the then Minister General of the SFO, came to Croatia in 1986 and visited Bosnia and Herzegovina, a photograph of her, with some of us SFO brothers and sisters, was published in our franciscan bulletin “Brother Francis”. In the faculty where I worked it was asked if I could continue to work there since I was part of a religious organisation or of a sect. As far as I was concerned, I always tried to live the Gospel and to work without many words. However, my presence in the university was not placed under discussion. 
After the establishment of the Republic in Croatia, my wife Ružica, becoming aware of the need to enrich her faith, studied theology and catechetics in the Faculty of Theology in Zagreb and later fulfilled her ministry as a catechist in a primary school, where she still works today, and began to prepare adults to receive the sacraments and to live the life of faith in the Church. I collaborated with the Ministry for Culture and Sport of the Croatian Government from 1994 to the beginning of 1998. In addition, I began to work at the radio station “Spiritual Thought” in 1994. 
We are the parents of three children. We never forced them in any way to enter You.Fra. Despite that, the girl was a member of the You.Fra and professed the evangelical life in the SFO last year (I was his Master of Formation). Another son married a girl he met in You.Fra and has two children. The youngest son is preparing to get married to a girl he met in You.Fra.
Secular Franciscan Spirituality and Evangelical Courage

At times I ask myself what makes living the Gospel difficult, is it living according to the franciscan spirituality? Is it, perhaps, the blackmail and the threats, as in the time of communism, or the indifference and relativism provoked by capitalism? I would say that there is not only one answer. Each time has its own challenges and victims, even if at times it is obvious and at other times it is veiled. The manner changes, but not the substance. In any case, it is usually the family and the individual that are greatest at risk. 
In every era, therefore, what serves best in living the Gospel is courage. The Gospel contributes to the growth of the person in age, wisdom and grace. And the family – the material and the spiritual – is in fact the cradle of personality, the most secure place for the growth of the person.
All that threatens and undermines the family, therefore, threatens and undermines the person. In a world where anonymity prevails, there is no space for meeting, for life in favour of others, for life in communion. In a depersonalised world the Gospel becomes a nice story, but without influence on life. 
The Secular Franciscans are, therefore, called to become committed to an evangelical life in the world in a special way. Living the Gospel means going along the paths that are different to those of the world. To succeed, in the evangelical sense is, therefore, different to succeeding in the worldly sense. The two can, at times, coincide. Normally, however, the two logics do not meet. Whoever lives the Gospel and plans his life according to evangelical ideals does not meet with the “applause” of the world and yet his life will be resolved in blessing.
On professing the Rule of the SFO, the Secular Franciscans know they are called, as individuals and as a fraternity, to promote justice in a practical way, especially in public life, through their witness of life and courageous initiatives. They will really be such only if they undertake everything in accordance with the evangelical spirit and charism of Francis of Assisi; if they go out to meet life and promote the dignity of each person; if they do not limit themselves to denouncing the faults and omissions of others, but contribute through personal and communal commitment to the construction of a better world. Any possible communal disengagement cannot, however, justify a personal disengagement.  
The Secular Franciscan, if he/she truly follows Jesus Christ after the example of St. Francis of Assisi, if he/she lives the Gospel, knows that life is a service, a service of love. This does not mean accepting the lesser, but deciding for something more, something that is more demanding and noble: translating the Good News into all the circumstances of life. 
Being at the service of the Kingdom of God, though aware of our limitations and the frailty of our efforts, means making the Gospel travel the roads of the world and preparing a better future for the world, passing on, in inheritance, the Gospel lived in our everyday life. 
NEWS - CHAPTERS - VISITS - MEETINGS

Romania – The establishment of the National Fraternity of the SFO. The First Elective Chapter

The First Elective Chapter of the new National Fraternity of the SFO in Romania, presided by Encarnación del Pozo, Minister General of the SFO, accompanied by Br. Martin Bitzer, OFMConv, Assistant General to the SFO, was celebrated in the city of Onesti, from the 6th to the 8th of August 2008. The new National Council is composed of 8 Romanian and Hungarian-speaking Brothers and Sisters. Celina Frâncu is the new National Minister and Tibor Szilara Penu is the new International Councillor. During the legislative session, which preceded the Elective Chapter, the Minister General handed over the Decree of Approval of the new SFO Fraternity in Romania and three documents were approved: the Rules of Procedure of the Chapter, the National Statutes and the Programme of Formation. The Chapter ended in a fraternal climate full of joy with a solemn Mass presided by Br. Ion Ciuraru, Minister Provincial OFMConv, accompanied by Br. Leo Pal, Minister Provincial OFM and the National Assistant to the SFO, Br. Ubaldo Oliviero, Provincial Custos OFMCap, Br. Anton Acatrinei, OFMConv, National Assistant to the SFO, and Br. Agostino Dogaru, OFMCap, National Assistant to the SFO.

Italy – New profession in Castelverde

The Profession of SFO members was celebrated for the first time ever in the parish of Our Lady of Loreto, in  Castelverde di Lunghezza (East Rome) on the 8th of June 2008. It was a great feast for the whole parochial community because the Pastor, Don Patrizio Milano, was among the 16 newly professed. Br. Amando Trujillo Cano, Assistant General, presided at the celebration. We express our thanks to the Pastor and to the whole diaconal Fraternity of Mary Immaculate, which took passionate care of the formation of these new brothers and sisters. 

Portugal – Fraternal and Pastoral Visit to the SFO
The fraternal and pastoral visitation of the National Fraternity of the SFO in Portugal was carried out from the 19th to the 22nd of June 2008. The Visitors were Encarnación del Pozo, Minister General of the SFO and Br. Ivan Matić, OFM, Assistant General to the SFO. 

The National Fraternity of the SFO has its headquarters in Fatima, where the first part of the visit was made after a brief visit and prayer at the sanctuary of Our Lady of Fatima. The Visit began after the celebration of the Eucharist in the church together with the Poor Sisters of St. Clare in Fatima. The 20th and 21st of June were fully dedicated to work and various meetings with the National Minister, José Carlos Gorgulho Santos, other members of the National Council of the SFO and with the National Council of You.Fra. The visitors also met the National Assistants to the SFO, Br. Ceverino Centomo, OFMConv, Br. Cesar Pedrosa Pereira Pinto, OFMCap and Br. Paulo Jorge Monteiro Ferreira, OFM.

The evening of the 21st of June was dedicated to a visit to the local fraternities, that of Leiria, where the House for the old, managed by the local fraternity of the SFO, was also visited, and then that of Varatolo where some other close-by local fraternities and the members of the local fraternity of You.Fra were also present. 

The Visitors participated in the National Meeting of the SFO-You.Fra, in the Marist College in the city of Lisbon on the 22nd of June. About 700 members of the SFO-You.Fra from various local fraternities of Portugal participated in the meeting. The Major Superiors of the First Order, Br. Vitor José Melicías Lopes, OFM, and Br. Fabrizio Bordin, OFMConv, were also present at the meeting.

The first part of the meeting was dedicated to dialogue with the Visitors and then, in the afternoon, to fraternal sharing through the various presentations, songs and a presentation of the life of St. Elizabeth, prepared by the Regional Fraternity of the centre, which acted as organiser of the meeting. The meeting concluded with a solemn celebration of the Eucharist presided by Br. Ivan Matić, with the participation of many other members of the Franciscan Family in Portugal. 

Poland – Warsaw – Fraternal and Pastoral Visit to the emerging Fraternity of the SFO in Belarus
The FPV to the emerging fraternity of the SFO in Nelarus was held at the Franciscan Centre for Eastern Europe and North Asia in Warsaw from the 27th to the 29th of June. Thanks to the National Council of the SFO in Poland, the Visitors, Wilhelmina Visser-Pelsma, Delegate of the Minister General of the SFO and a member of the Council of the Presidency of CIOFS, and Br. Martín Bitzer, OFMConv, Assistant General to the SFO, were able to carry out the FPV to the SFO of Belarus, represented by Maria Etol, provisional National Minister, Halina Rakowska, Responsible for Formation, Mari Piasecka and Maria Brejwo, members of the Provisional National Council (PNC) and Br. Andrej Sazlkiewicz, OFMConv, National Assistant to the PNC. Emilia Nogaj, International Councillor of the SFO in Poland, collaborated through her presence and simultaneous translation during the course of the FPV. Besides the reading of the responses to the Questionnaire, sent out previously, the Visitors were able to see the discrete and constant growth of this emerging fraternity in a social-political-religious context that is not very favourable. Spiritual and Pastoral assistance is offered by Friars of the OFM, OFMConv and OFMCap. 6 OFMConv, 3 OFMCap, 2 religious priest and 2 diocesan priests act as Assistants on the local level. The Secular Franciscans are distributed in three dioceses: Grodno, with 26 Fraternities and a total of 436 members; Minsk-Mohilewska, with 8 Fraternities and 108 members; and Witebska, with 2 Fraternities and 15 members.

Bolivia – II Latin-American Assembly of You.Fra, Latin-American Congress of SFO-You.Fra and the Elective National Chapter of the SFO 

The II Latin-American Assembly of You.Fra was held in Mizque, Dept. of Cochabamba from the 1st to the 4th of July 2008. About 90 representatives from 4 countries in the region, Paraguay, Brazil, Ecuador and Bolivia participated. The assembly included moments of prayer, formation, evangelising mission and reflection, cultural celebrations and recreation. The National Presidents of You.Fra who were present met to deal with different themes and decided: 1) to propose the celebration of World You.Fra Day with a joint activity; 2) to call the III South-American Meeting of You.Fra, to the meeting of the Cono Sur in Chile, which should have the character of an Assembly to discuss the continuity or not of this meeting. 

The VII Latin-American Congress of the SFO-You.Fra was held in Vinto, Cochabamba, from the 5th to the 9th of July 2008. The theme was: “Called to construct a fraternal and evangelical world”. Some fifty participants, from nine countries in the region, were present. Br. Rosalvo Motta, Vice-Minister General SFO, was present as Delegate of the Minister General, Sr. Encarnación del Pozo, and Br. Amando Trujillo Cano, TOR, Assistant General, was present as representative of the CAS. The opening Eucharistic celebration was presided by His Grace, Archbishop Luis Sainz, OFM. Present also was Br. Martín Sappl, Minister Provincial OFM. The Congress was a good opportunity for a fraternal meeting and reflection on the experiences and values of the SFO and You.Fra on this sub-continent. In addition to the liturgies, conferences and work-groups, there were moments of integration and sharing, as well as space to share in the journey of the different fraternities and their cultural and historical diversity. The conclusions of the Congress were structured around the six themes presented, with an attachment on spiritual and pastoral assistance. The themes were as follows: ‘Aspirations and hopes of the Latin-American people’, ‘800 years of the franciscan charism’, ‘The Gospel pitched its tent in Latin America’, ‘Saint Elizabeth of Hungary’, ‘The Profession of the Secular Franciscan and his/her sense of belonging’ and ‘That the SFO and the You.Fra may have life and have it in abundance’. The Congress concluded with a Eucharist presided by Br. Amando, in which we thanked God for the event and asked for His grace to put what was agreed into practice.  

In continuation, from the 9th to the 10th of the same month, the IX Elective National Council of the SFO in Bolivia was held in the same place, Vinto, under the presidency of Br. Rosalvo G. Mota, Vice-Minister General OFS. Br. Amando Trujillo Cano, TOR, was present on behalf of the Conference of Assistants General. The opening of the Ordinary Chapter took place in the evening of the 9th with greetings and the presentation of the Report of the National Council. The following day, work was done in groups in order to establish the priorities for the work of the National Fraternity during the coming three years. The Elective Chapter then began. The Chapter Assembly was then officially constituted with the presence of 26 Chapter Members out of 34 convoked. Br. Rosalvo thanked the members of the out-going Council for their services given to the SFO in Bolivia. The Elective Chapter continued in a cordial and fraternal climate and in conformity with the orientations of the ritual. Sr. Marizabel Vargas was elected National Minster and substitute International Councillor, and Br. Enrique Vidaurre, was elected International Councillor. The Eucharistic celebration, presided by Fr. Amando, then took place. During it, Br. Rosalvo confirmed the elected brothers and Sisters in their different services, thus bringing the Chapter to a close. 

Indonesia – Elective National Chapter

The Elective National Chapter of the SFO in Indonesia was held in the city of Sukabumi from the 2nd to the 7th of July. About one hundred people participated in the Chapter as representatives of the regional and local fraternities of Indonesia. Xavi Ramos, Councillor to the Presidency for You.Fra, in the name of the Presidency CIOFS, and Br. Ivan Matić, OFM, Assistant General of the SFO were present.   

The Chapter was very well organised with the very active involvement of the participants. The presence of the Indonesian Government person responsible for relations with the Catholic Church, of a representative of Islam and of the Bishop of the Diocese of Bogor, Msgr. Cosmas Michael Angkur, OFM, is underlined. 

Various Spiritual Assistants also participated. They followed the work of the Chapter with great interest. The members of the new National Council were elected during one session. The members of the new National Council were elected during the elective session. Jacobus Dominicus Fernandes was elected National Minister and Ivonna Bernadette Sri Endah was elected International Councillor. The Chapter concluded with a solemn celebration of the Eucharist presided by Br. Yan Laju, OFM, National Assistant to the SFO of Indonesia.  

Colombia – Elective National Chapter

The Elective National Chapter of the SFO in Colombia was held in the “Redemptoris Mater” Seminary in  Medellín from the 11th to the 13th of July. María Consuelo Nuñez, Councillor of the Presidency of the CIOFS, and Br. Antonio Reyes, OFM , National Assistant of the SFO in Venezuela, as Delegate of the CAS, presided over the elective session of the Chapter, held on the 13th. Luis Adrián Sanchez was elected National Minister and Jaime Yepes was elected International Councillor. 

Australia – International Meeting of You.Fra and World Youth Day 2008

The international meeting of Young Franciscans, on the occasion of World Youth Day (WYD) was held in the church of St. Francis of Assisi, Paddington, Sydney, from the 12th to the 15th of July 2008. About 70 Young Franciscans, with their Spiritual Assistants, representing 12 countries, were present at the meeting. All the participants were accommodated in the school of St. Francis of Assisi in Paddington. The theme of the meetings was : “Young Franciscans – enlightened and inflamed by the fire of the Holy Spirit”. 

Xavi Ramos, Lucy Almirañes and Br. Ivan Matić, OFM, Assistant General, members of the Commission for the You.Fra were present in the name of the Presidency CIOFS. The Commission for You.Fra had great help in the organisation and during the meeting from Br. Carl Schafer, OFM, National Assistant of the SFO in Oceania, Michele Canone, SFO, from Italy, and from other members of the SFO in Australia. The collaboration given by the Friars of the Paddington community, by those responsible for the school and the social centre, and by the many volunteers from the franciscan parish, who gave a truly fraternal service and extraordinary and exemplary hospitality during the time of the meeting was much appreciated. 

They were days of joy, festival and of special grace for all the participants, above all because it was possible to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the birth of the Young Franciscans during these unique circumstances.  The participants had a real experience of the universal fraternity during these days whether in the liturgies, meetings of reflection or moments of work. The pilgrimage and visit to the community of the Poor Sisters of St. Clare in Campbelltown was a powerful moment of fraternity. This community also helped financially in the running of the You.Fra meeting. 

The International Meeting of You.Fra was a happy occasion in the immediate preparation for the XXIII World Youth Day, celebrated in Sydney from the 15th to the 20th of July 2008, with the central theme of  "You will have the strength of the Holy Spirit who will descend upon you and you will be my witnesses" (Acts 1,8). 

WYD was a great occasion for all the young participants to deepen their faith in the liturgical celebrations, in the catechesis and other meetings and manifestations which were held in various parts and surroundings of the city of Sydney. The moments which will remain in a special way in the hearts of the young were surely the Opening Mass, the reception of the Holy Father, The Way of the Cross, the moments of Eucharistic Adoration, the experiences of the confessions and, above all, the Vigil and the concluding Mass with Pope Benedict XVI in union with the entire Church. 

Besides, there were two other important days for the Young Franciscans during the WYD. The 16th of July, with the celebration of the Franciscan Festival “Come to the Water” in which many other young people  participated, at the famous Bondi Beach, Sydney; the 17th of July, when the Young Franciscans celebrated the “Feast of Young Franciscans”, organised by the You.Fra Commission and held in the church of St. Francis of Assisi in Paddington. Present at both celebrations were Br. José Rodríguez Carballo, Minister General OFM, Br. Ambrogio Nguyên Vân Sî, OFM, Definitor General, and Br. Paul Smith, OFM, Minister Provincial of the Province of the Holy Spirit in Australia, and many other members of the Franciscan Family. 

France – EUFRA Meeting 2008 

The EUFRA celebrated its 30th anniversary of existence from 24 July to 02 August 2008 at Mignières Chartres in France. There were 102 participants from 12 countries. The definition of EUFRA means “WITH ST FRANCIS IN EUROPE”. The goal of the cooperation is to promote exchange and communal meeting of sisters and brothers of various European National Fraternities of the SFO. Encarnita and Samy Irudaya participated in their meeting from the 26th to the 28th of July 2008. They welcomed them with joy and happiness and Samy preached a homily during the Mass on the 27th on the theme FRATERNITY. Encarnita too addressed the people before concluding the Mass. We also had a dialogue with members of EUFRA and we clarified their doubts. Encarnita, Willy and Samy explained to them what CIOFS is doing, its mission and projects. We also met the team leaders who are the chief coordinators of EUFRA and the National Coordinators. First we listened to them about how they are functioning and then we gave our opinions and suggestions on how to keep the unity and the spirit of the SFO. We also made suggestions about how to do things in the future. We could see the healthy climate of sharing and fraternal life. They very much appreciated our presence.  

Hong Kong – Elective Chapter

The Regional Chapter of the SFO in Hong Kong-Macau was celebrated in the House of the Friars Minor in Kowloon, Hong Kong, on the 27th of July 2008. The Chapter was presided by Lucy Almirañes, Councillor to the Presidency CIOFS, accompanied by Br. Ivan Matić, OFM, Assistant General to the SFO.

About 70 members of the SFO from the four local fraternities of Hong Kong and Macau, with their spiritual Assistants, were present at the Chapter. Some members of the local fraternity of You.Fra in Hong Kong also participated. Teresa Wong was elected Regional Minister, along with four members of the Regional Council, during the elective session. The Chapter concluded with a celebration of the Eucharist, presided by Br. Ivan Matić, during which the newly elected members of the Regional Council were confirmed.  

Malaysia - Elective Regional Chapter 

The Elective Regional Chapter of West Malaysia was held from the 8th to the 10th of August 2008. The venue was the Malaysian Theological Seminary at Seremban. There were about 40 participants from 7 local  fraternities.
 
There were observers from Singapore, Saba and Australia. The elective session was held on the 10th.  John Pacelli Fernandez National Minister of SFO Fraternity, India, presided over the chapter on behalf of the CIOFS and Fr. Michael  Raymond, OFMCap. Custody Superior of Malaysia witnessed  the election on behalf of CAS. 23 members were eligible to vote. Br. A. Devasagayam was elected as the Regional Minister.

Fr. Paul Cheong conducted classes on the meaning of profession in the SFO and Fr. Michael Teng spoke on  Spiritual Assistance to SFO. Serena Woon SFO spoke about the sense of belonging to the SFO.
 
There were discussions on the present situation of the SFO in the area. The Coordination committee of  West Malaysia, Singapore and Saba needs to meet more frequently in order to pave the way for the formation of the new National Fraternity. The  people are very enthusiastic about the same.
 
John felt that the absence of any regional statutes of their own was causing some uncertainties regarding the  details of the elections. They now have to decide to draft a regional statutes and get it approved by CIOFS. Everything went well in the most cordial and fraternal way.

Angola – Fraternal and Pastoral Visits, Formation Seminars and Elective Chapter of the SFO 

The Fraternal and Pastoral Visits to the provisional National Council, various local fraternities of the SFO and You.Fra, a seminar for formators and the I Elective National Chapter of the SFO in Angola were held in Angola from the 10th to the 19th of August 2008. The Visitors were: Rosalvo Gonçalves Mota, Vice-Minister General SFO and Br. Amando Trujillo Cano, TOR, of the CAS. The SFO in Angola has 12 fraternities, 6 already formed and 5 in formation. The spiritual and pastoral assistance is under the care of the OFM and OFMCap Friars, and of some diocesan clergy. 

3 fraternities in Luanda were visited: San Andrés, Santa Clara (Kicolo) and San Antonio, where the happy members of You.Fra and Mini-You.Fra were met. The city of Uíge, 350 km. to the north, was also visited. There was an interview with the local Bishop, Don Emílio Sumbelelo, who made favourable comments on the Secular Franciscans, especially on the You.Fra. A formation meeting for the brothers and sisters of the fraternities of Uíge and Camabatela was held there. 

On returning from Luanda, the convents of the Poor Sisters of St. Clare and of the Friars Minor of the Foundation of The Immaculate Mother of God, in the district of Palanca, where there was a meeting with the brothers and sisters in initial formation, who would profess the SFO Rule the following Sunday. A formation meeting for formators and ministers of the SFO and You.Fra, and another for spiritual assistants and Major Superiors of the OFM and OFMCap, were held in the same city. The first one focused on practical aspects of the preparation of formative gatherings and was given by Br. Rosalvo. The second was dedicated to the Statutes for spiritual and pastoral assistance to the SFO conducted by Br. Amando.

Following due preparation, the I Elective Chapter of the SFO in Angola, presided by Br. Rosalvo, took place. Br. Domingos António da Silva was elected National Minister and Br. Nkanu Kiala was elected Vice-Minister. The Chapter members manifested their desire to have the Minister and the Vice–Minister to take up the offices of International Councillor and Substitute International Councillor respectively. 

To bring the visit to a close, there was a full morning’s meeting with the brothers and sisters of the SFO and You.Fra in the Luanda region, the Major Superiors, Friars, etc., in which the statistics of the “SFO in the World” and the theme of “Active Presence of the SFO in the Church and in the world” were presented. The activities concluded with the celebration of the Eucharist, presided by Br. Amando, during which 19 brothers and sisters were professed and Br. Rosalvo ratified the elected members of the First National Council of the SFO in Angola. 

The visitors were grateful for the accompaniment and generous help of Br. Luis Manuel Novais Leitão, OFMCap, National Assistant to the SFO-You.Fra, the hospitality of the Capuchin Friars, of the Friars Minor, of the Poor Sisters of St. Clare and of all the brothers and sisters of the SFO and You.Fra. They also wrote a series of recommendations to the National Council of the SFO on the basis of what they saw and heard during the days of fraternal and pastoral meetings. 

Guatemala – Elective National Chapter

The Elective National Chapter of the SFO in Guatemala, which was presided over by Esther Pérez Grimaldi, National Minister of the SFO in Mexico and Delegate of the Minister General of the SFO, and by Br. Isidoro de Jesús Mejía Hernández, OFMConv, Delegate of the CAS, was celebrated from the 15th to the 18th of August in a fraternal climate. Juan Antonio Sicán Chávez was elected National Minister and International Councillor.
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