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Introduction
The SFO in the emerging National Fraternity of Malaysia-Singapore was first established in Kuala Lumpur in 1927 and it went through a period of rapid growth, later sank into a stage of quiet and obscurity, and now in this new millennium there are signs of revival and renewal taking place, slowly but surely. My fraternity on the island of Penang is one of the strongest in terms of membership. However, recently I heard this sigh, “Our fraternity is shrinking in size!” This remark was made because the number of unjustified absentees has increased. Some are too busy with other activities in their parishes. Others, out of conflict with certain members stay away from fraternal gatherings. However of greater concern is the general “absence of vitality and enthusiasm”
. Many questions cross my mind. Why is there this sense of lethargy among the members? Why isn’t there a burning zeal for the SFO? Do Secular Franciscans look forward to fraternal gatherings? What causes some to give priority to other activities? 
In recent years several of our brothers and sisters like Mariano Bigi, Ronald Pihokkar, Rosalvo Mota and Inmaculada Sainz have written extensively on various aspects related to the sense of belonging to the SFO. From their immense store of experience and knowledge they have enriched us and helped us reflect more deeply our situation. Although I do not have as much experience and knowledge as they do, nonetheless I boldly offered to share my views because I hope that in the process of pouring forth my thoughts, I would be able to answer the questions that baffle me. I shall focus my sharing from the dimensions of the nature of the SFO and from its identity, including some psychological elements which McMillan and Chavis had validated extensively in their study of “sense of community”
.

The nature of our SFO fraternities
I would like to look at the nature of the SFO fraternities from three elements. They are Vocation, Penitential Movement and Church.

( As a Vocation:
The Rite of Perpetual Profession to the SFO offers us one distinguishing factor that brings people together in our fraternities. When the candidate is called upon to state his or her intention of joining the SFO he or she says “… The experience during my time of formation has strengthened me in the conviction that the Lord is calling me to observe the holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ by following the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi”
. This conviction then reveals that the intent of membership in the SFO is different from the intent of membership to other ministries or organizations in the church or society. For example I become a member of a Church choir because I can sing. I join the SVP because many of my friends are there. I join a particular club because I will be able to rub shoulders with the rich and powerful. However joining the SFO is quite different. It is in answer to God’s call. Beneath the tapestry of the SFO is the golden thread of God’s calling. The SFO is, therefore, a vocation – a call to a way of life as an ascent to God – a call to holiness.
Although all the people of God are called to holiness, this is a specific lay vocation where we “follow Christ in the footsteps of Saint Francis of Assisi”
. It is a vocation stirred up by the Holy Spirit in which “people who remain fully in the lay state devote themselves”
. This journey of ascent to God is not made in isolation. We are called to share a life together in a fraternity. This fraternity is the crucible where we are purified and tested by our relationship with one another. The sense of perfect charity that we are expected to expand to all in the world must be manifested in this fraternal life. Consequently it is of utmost importance that the process of Initial Formation is carried out properly so that both the Aspirant and Inquirer on the one hand and the Formator together with the local council and fraternity members on the other, have the time and space for discernment of this vocation. “During this phase of Initial Formation, the Fraternity and the Aspirant and Inquirer continue to get to know each other more fully. Opportunities for dialogue and sharing continue to be important to ensure that the Aspirant and Inquirer and the Fraternity are compatible”
. McMillan and Chavis remind us that membership involves the feeling and belief that we fit in the group and more importantly we have a place there
. “If the discernment of vocation is incomplete or mistaken during the Orientation and Inquiry phases, it should be rectified before the Rite of Admission takes place”
. It is useless and a waste of time to proceed when we find a certain candidate not suited to the SFO vocation.

In the book “Come and See”, Bach and Baker have shown that people with interpersonal problems are obviously unsuitable candidates for our SFO
. They are those who find themselves always in conflict with others, desiring to control others, demanding that their form of devotion or apostolate work be adopted, unwilling to accept others’ opinions, or the type who see ‘what I can get’ but not give. We have to discern carefully such candidates. We should not take in anyone just because our fraternity is ageing or membership is shrinking. A proper discernment is to ensure harmony and spiritual growth for all members. Those who are ‘unsuitable’ can be directed to ministries or ways of life that are more appropriate for them, or they are advised to seek proper help to heal them of their hurts and other problems that obstruct them from healthy relationships with others.

When the candidates know that this is where they belong, they would display commitment and be willing to sacrifice. McMillan and Chavis term this willingness to sacrifice ‘a personal investment’
. This investment can come in the form of time, energy, talent or money. When one has invested in the group, membership will be more meaningful and valuable. This in turn will develop an emotional connection or bonding. However, this personal investment must come from some maturity of faith and purity of heart. If the investment is clouded with too much of self-interest like what I can get if I invest, as in the corporate world, then it will not bear fruit that will last.

I would like to cite here an example of a member who started a ministry that demanded a lot of sacrifice on her part. She did not complain that this ministry was taking up her time. She did it joyfully. However, through some development in the fraternity, her relationship with a few members grew sour, and she felt she was not appreciated for what she was doing. Whether this sense of non-appreciation was real or imagined, it had an adverse effect on the fraternity. She abandoned the ministry and withdrew herself completely from the fraternity. Others who sympathised with her also left the fraternity. Though the fraternity council worked towards reconciliation by calling for an open dialogue with the parties concerned, the process did not work out. Another observation I would like to make about discerning this vocation is caution to be paid to people who are attracted to the charism of St. Francis. This saint has fascinated many people. This fascination for St. Francis should not be a mistaken sign that he or she is called to follow St. Francis. There are also people who are nature lovers. This again does not mean they are suitable to be Secular Franciscans! In the same way we cannot say that people who dislike animals are not called to this vocation.

( As a Penitential Movement:
At the Perpetual Profession when a Candidate says “I promise to live all the days of my life the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ …” he or she is pledging to turn towards God and in the process to make positive changes in his or her way of life. It is a conversion that is “Theocentric (turn to God), ethical (flee evil and do good), and affective (love God)”
. 
When St. Francis founded the Third Order he gave these brothers and sisters a “plan of salvation” which is for “persons of every state and condition, age and sex”
. By observing this plan they become “sons of the heavenly Father whose works they do, and they are spouses, brothers and mothers of our Lord Jesus Christ”
. But this plan is a prescription that “demands a radical Christianity that goes against our human nature”
. It is the replacement of the egoistic ‘spiritus carnis’ with the ‘Spiritus Domini’ – the living, desiring, thinking, and working of the Spirit of the Gospel
. This is what Article 7 of our Rule tells us to do daily conversion or metanoia. 
We are modern day penitents. We do not live like our Brothers and Sisters of Penance of the thirteenth century. But the important characteristic remains the same – interior purity. We should always check our motives in our daily actions and relationships with others. By a conscious effort and the working of grace that is ever present in us, Secular Franciscans allow the spirit of peace and joy to reign in them no matter what the circumstances are. Secular Franciscans are joyful people, not only when things go well for them, but even during times of trial. When something is against us, we just shake off the dust from our feet, as Jesus tells his disciples
. We must always allow peace to return and not harbour anger or hurt all the time. “If you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift”
. 
In this way fraternal gatherings which are ordinary can turn out to be joyful experiences. We do not always need special events to excite us and keep us motivated. We look forward to seeing our brothers and sisters not because of any benefit we can get from them, but because we are ‘encountering’ Christ in them! The novelty of the meeting is the simple presence of one another. No one is intimidated. No one needs to feel left out. All are accepted. We are a family. What a tremendous and powerful witnessing of God’s love it would be!

However this does not mean that the councils can sit back and not work at creating special experiences for the members. There is a need to be innovative also. Such experiences are bonus points to fraternal life and will make members look forward to future gatherings. These are ‘rewards’ that become effective ‘reinforcers’
 of fraternal life. I remember my fraternity once embarked on a project to cook for the street people. Those who could do bulk cooking got together in the kitchen; others who could not do this work did the simple chore of serving, while others spent time talking to the street folks before the meal time. And one was a photographer. In our fraternity gathering that followed everyone was quite excited about the success of the project and the usual quiet ones also shared freely about their experience. At the end of the gathering there was a general consensus that we would find another opportunity to do this project. 
In a fraternity which is ageing the inability to participate in a lot of strenuous activities need not hinder the spirit of joy and peace. “According to the Divine plan, each individual human being lives a life of continual growth, from the beginning of existence to the moment at which the last breath is taken”
. The aged members can take assurance that this period of their life “provides real possibilities for better evaluating the past, for knowing and living more deeply the Paschal Mystery, for becoming an example in the Church for the whole People of God”
. Even the sick are called “to live their human and Christian vocation and to participate in the growth of the Kingdom of God in a new and even more valuable manner”
. So, for Secular Franciscans who are professed perpetually they promise a life of joy, peace and love no matter what age and physical condition they may be. Like the Apostle Paul, they say, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me”
.
( As a Church:
In the Post Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Christifideles Laici, the late Pope John Paul II made a strong appeal to Pastors and faithful “never to become tired of maintaining … an ecclesial consciousness which is ever mindful of what it means to be members of the Church of Jesus Christ,” and “participants in her mystery of communion and in her dynamism in mission and the apostolate”
. In the light of the SFO as a penitential movement we become “a visible sign of the Church, the community of love”
.
This dimension of the SFO fraternity is very important because it is “only from inside the Church’s mystery of communion that the identity of the lay faithful is made known and this fundamental dignity revealed”
. When Secular Franciscans stay committed to the SFO through thick and thin and do everything in love, they mirror to the world Christ’s love. In this twenty-first century of “deep social, economic, cultural and religious changes” that bring about “uncertainty and instability”
. Secular Franciscans portray the possibility of living simply, peacefully and joyfully because the fullness of life has been poured as a free gift into us, and we carry a responsibility to proclaim this to the world. We stay committed not only in our SFO but to mother Church by devoting ourselves “energetically to living in full communion with the pope, bishops, and priests, fostering an open and trusting dialogue of apostolic effectiveness and creativity”
. 
The identity of the SFO
During the early years of the founding of the Order, the Penitents of St. Francis were a force in Europe. By their concerted refusal to carry arms, they contributed to fewer wars being fought and ultimately to the collapse of the feudal system. Their life was a concrete testimony of the Gospel Way. They expressed the fundamental characteristic of the Order, that is, they made peace everywhere they went. They lived this aspect not only in the Church but in the world as well. Today it is a very different scenario. Outside the Church, no one knows who we are. (How many wear the Tau to show that we are Secular Franciscans?) If Secular Franciscans live up to the original identity of the Penitential movement what a vital energizing force we would be in the temporal sphere. We could make a difference to our divided world today if we are bearers of peace, if we live humbly and in a simple manner, if we recognize the dignity of every person and care for every created thing. 
After the Second Vatican Council the Church recognizes the important works of the laity (inclusive of Secular Franciscans) in the salvation of the world. “By their competence in secular disciplines and by their activity, interiorly raised up by grace, let them work earnestly in order that created goods through human labour, technical skill and civil culture may serve the utility of all people according to the plan of the Creator and the light of His word”
. The laity seems to have forgotten this important responsibility. They have become “so strongly interested in Church services and tasks that some fail to become actively engaged in their responsibilities in the professional, social, cultural and political world”
. There is a dichotomy between faith and the world affairs. Secular Franciscans are penitents in the Church but not penitents in the world. 
The vineyard of the Lord is the world. Secular Franciscans need to be immersed in the affairs of the world in order to bring about the reign of God here on earth. Our membership is in both the Church and in society. This is an inseparable reality
 which is echoed in our SFO General Constitutions, 20.1. One of the observations highlighted by the Spiritual Assistants at the second Asia-Oceania Congress in 2007 is that the monthly meetings of many fraternities are boring. From my personal experience, we always talk about the Gospel way of life. However, the application part is often missing. What I mean is, after we hear the Gospel we need to proceed from there to the reality of living in the world. We need to move from Gospel to life and then from life back to the Gospel. 
Life’s many struggles and challenges like the rising cost of fuel, bribery and corruption, garbage disposal, vandalism of public property, wastage, crime and many others are familiar to Secular Franciscans. The fraternity leaders should use these realities as spring boards for discussions and activities. We then use the eyes, ears, mouth, hands and feet of Jesus to tackle these concrete situations. 

The meetings now can be meaningful because they touch our lives. After the discussion session, many subsequent activities can be planned. For example if we talk about rising costs of living at one meeting, we can follow up with a session where we learn to recycle things that we normally discard as garbage. In this way we not only help members to save, but we also learn to take care of mother earth by reducing household waste. After that we could tell what benefits we derived from this activity and if we had proceeded to share with our neighbours. We could even organize a trip to a recycling centre. 
In a sense we fulfil some of the unexpressed needs of the members. Fulfilment of needs is a motivator for behaviour
. As human beings, the motivating factor is important even though we are penitents. It keeps us coming back to the fraternity as it is meaningful and rewarding. 
Conclusion
We must understand that the sense of belonging is not a static feeling as it can be affected by changing values and many external forces. But by remembering that we are called by God to be His light in the Church and in society, we will not give up so easily. Our answer to His call means we submit to His will and serve Him, not ourselves. In this journey of ascent to God, we are not called to be successful but to be faithful. 
NEWS - CHAPTERS - VISITS - MEETINGS

Cameroon – Fraternal and Pastoral Visits, National Chapter

The pastoral and fraternal visit and National Chapter in Cameroon took place in Nkilzok at Yaoundé from 20 to 24 August 2008. The Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart offered their school premises to host the Chapter, presided over by Hervé. Br. Samy Irudaya took part as representative of the CAS. The National Assistant, Br. Roberto Pirovano, OFMCap, also took an active part. The Chapter had been prepared three months previously by the national Group, but most of the practical arrangements were in the capable hands of Sr. Gisèle Bella of the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart. Unfortunately she was unable to attend the Chapter because of some local problems in her region. Br. Samy Irudaya and Hervé met the outgoing National Council together with the Spiritual Assistant Br. Roberto, and made some suggestions for the improvement of the Chapter. A list of possible office-holders to guide the SFO in Cameroon had been prepared in view of the elections. The national Statutes were also revised and a few additions made. The outgoing National Minister Laurent Mvogo  presented a report n the past three years which was discussed, after which each fraternity presented its own report. Elections were held on August 24, and Laurent Mvogo was re-elected as National Minister. Over 50 people took part in the chapter, but only 20 capitulars were present. Some of the more important priorities for the next three years were also discussed. Hervé and Samy held some formation sessions. Three diocesan priests, members of the SFO, were also present for the chapter and the formation sessions. The French-speaking regions are in great need of spiritual assistance. Because of the large distances involved (over 600km), the National Assistant is unable to go to those regions. The Capuchins have now opened a house in the French-speaking area and Br. Roberto has promised to ask the friars to come and animate the fraternity. Many SFO members are old and also have money problems. The situation is very difficult because of the lack of suitable formators and the difficulty of having meetings between the spiritual assistants. The majority are poor and have to cover long distances to attend meetings. We hope that the new and energetic National Council will be able to guide the SFO towards greater growth. Br. Roberto Pirovano, OFMCap, has promised to provide a course for the spiritual assistants. Cameroon is situated in West Africa and has a population of 20 million. It is made up of 10 provinces, two of which are English-speaking and eight French-speaking. French and English are the official languages. 
Rome, Frascati – Seminar

Fr. Samy Irudaya OFMCap conducted one day seminar on the theme of SFO to the English speaking Capuchin Friars from Africa on 3rd September 2008. He explained to them the role of Spiritual Assistance in Local Fraternities and the responsibility of animating the SFO. The day was filled with talks, group discussions, clarifications, sharing of each one’s experiences in the animation of the SFO, and a celebration of the Eucharist. There were 18 friars, from Kenya, Tanzania, South Africa, Zambia, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Nigeria and Namibia.. The participants expressed their willingness to animate the SFO fraternities and expressed the importance of assisting the SFO. 

Portugal – National elective Chapter
The National elective Chapter of the SFO in Portugal, held at Fatima from10 to 12 October, was presided over by Encarnación del Pozo, SFOP General Minister, accompanied by Fr. Martin Bitzer, OFMConv, SFO General Assistant. The elections were planned to conclude on the Sunday morning but had to be extended into the afternoon. The capitulars decided that the National Minister should automatically become an International Councillor, with the Vice-Minister as his deputy. In this way, Aristides Dourado was elected National Minister and International Councillor.
Vietnam – SFO Formation Seminar 

In the city of Thu Duc, near Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon), from 13 to 17 October 2008. the first formation seminar took place for spiritual assistants and leaders of the SFO and YouFra in Vietnam. It was attended by about 90 people from various regions. The central part of the seminar was taken up with the presentation of the "Handbook for Assistance to the SFO and YouFra", a text published in Italian as a resource for Assistants and leaders of SFO-YouFra. The seminar was run by Fr. Ivan Matić, OFM, General Assistant. And was well organised, comprising moments of prayer, group reflection and plenary assemblies. In a climate of sharing and Franciscan joy. 
Philippines – International Council for Evangelization

Promoted by the OFM General Secretariat for Evangelization (SGE), the International Evangelization Council (CIE) was held at Manila/Tagaytay, Philippines, from 20 to 28 October 2008. to make a deeper study of the dimension of Fraternity as Evangelizer . The aims of the Council were to discuss the present situation of evangelisation and some significant experiences currently under way; to reflect on the specifically Franciscan way of evangelizing and on the challenges involved in its renewal, in particular the question of cooperation with the laity, and the various possibilities of animation existing in the Order. The delegates for evangelization from the various Conferences took part, as did the members of the Council’s executive committee, the staff of the General Secretariat for evangelization and missions, and the President of the Commission for Dialogue. The main speaker was Fr. Ambrogio Van Si, Definitor General. In his paper Evangelizing Fraternity - In communion and cooperation with the Secular Franciscan Order and Franciscan, Fr. Ivan Matić, General Assistant for SFO-YouFra, told the participants how cooperation works today in the field of evangelization among the friars and SFO- YouFra, and which areas of today’s world they consider as the greatest challenges. Members of the Secretariat for Formation and Studies and for Justice and Peace also attended the meeting. Finally, the assembly provided an opportunity to present some resources relating to Franciscan education and parish work, to assess the work done to date and to draft proposals for the next General Chapter and for the work of animation during the coming sexennium. 
Italy, Padua – Regional Assembly for Assistants of SFO-YouFra of the Veneto
On October 23, in the village of Sant’Antonio at Noventa Padovana, the regional Assembly was held for SFO-YouFra Assistants of the Veneto region. The event was organised by members of the regional CAS: Fr. Mario Rama, OFM; Br. Michele Munari, OFMCap and Fr. Antonio Guizzo, OFMConv. Fr. Bruno Miele, Minister provincial OFM, and Fr. Martín Bitzer, OFMConv, SFO General Assistant, were also present. “The role of the Spiritual Assistant in the SFO Fraternity” was the main theme of the Assembly, attended by some 20 local spiritual assistants of the Veneto region and two members of the SFO regional Council: Fernando Zanotto, Vice- regional Minister of the SFO and Anna Masullo, SFO.

Malawi – Fraternal and Pastoral Visit

From 28 October to 4 November 2008, Lucy Almirañez, Presidency Councillor, and Br. Irudaya Samy, OFMCap, General Assistant SFO, conducted the first Fraternal and pastoral visit to the SFO in Malawi The Visit was the culmination of the intense interest shown by the CIOFS in the SFO in Malawi, since the presidency only came to know of the existence of the brothers and sisters of that nation as a result of a letter written to Br Samy by Br. Gratian Chitilapilly, OFMCap, in 2005. The SFO in Malawi follows the Rule and Constitutions in being structured at local, regional and national levels with their appropriate elected officials. The 21 local established fraternities and the 27 emerging fraternities are organized into 9 regions, making the SFO present in all 7 dioceses of Malawi. Before the national Chapter, news was received of a further 9 fraternities at various stages of development, bringing the total number of fraternities in process of establishment to 36. Clear documentation exists, in the form of letters from the Capuchin Superior and the relevant Bishop, attesting to the canonical establishment of the local fraternities. The SFO in Malawi in 2001 printed the Rule, the Constitutions and the Ritual in a single volume, and these documents, including the “ Legend of the Three Companions”, are used as basic formation material, especially of candidates. A programme for each stage of formation was recently prepared. During the visit it was calculated that the Franciscan Youth is present in the 7 dioceses, numbering a total of some 500 persons. No national structures exist , but some local groups have organized themselves on a regional basis. The lack of a better organization is due to poverty, and transport problems in Malawi make it difficult to conduct activities regionally. Normally, people walk for miles from place to place, and this was the case with our meetings too. The GiFra in Blantyre ha san active apostolate of prison visiting among the young inmates. One of the biggest challenges facing the SFO in Malawi is spiritual assistance. There are only 5 communities of the First Order: 3 are Capuchin (with a total of only 6 brothers), 1 is OFM and another one is Conventual. There is also 1 community of Poor Clares. There is no joint assistance at regional or national level. The Capuchin Major Superior, Jose Ponnor OFMCap is interested in the SFO and has promised to help. The Secular Franciscans of Malawi are aware of the poverty that surrounds them. Some of them, although they are poor themselves, have adopted orphan children who are victims of HIV/AIDS, offering them food and love. In some regions, they hope to find the resources to fund projects to alleviate the sufferings of the poorest people. 

Malawi – National elective Chapter

On October 30, in the Poor Clare Monastery of Maula, Lilongwe, the national elective Chapter of the SFO in Malawi was held. 31 delegates with the right to vote attended the chapter. Lucy A. Almirañez, CIOFS Councillor, and delegate of the General Minister Encarnación del Pozo, and Br. Irudaya Samy, OFMCap, Assistant General for the SFO, presided at the election session. George Ng’ambi was elected National Minister and Theresa Mukatipa as international Councillor.

Hungary – CISFO Presidency Meeting
The last meeting of the outgoing CIOFS Presidency was held at the Manreza Spiritual Centre at Dobogókö, Hungary, in the week before the elective General Chapter, from 9 to 14 November 2008. The main purpose of the meeting was to finalise preparations for the Charter, including the work of the pre- Chapter commissions, documentation and translations. There was also a fraternal meeting with the National Council of Hungary and a message of solidarity was approved from the Presidency to the SFO fraternity in the Congo because of the serious social situation there in which the brothers and sisters are directly involved. The National Council of Hungary organized a visit to Visegrad, a local historic site featuring a ruined medieval castle as well as the village of Szentendre. The visit concluded with a delightful agape offered by the local fraternity of Dunabogdany. In addition, there was a brief review of reports of the fraternal-pastoral visits and National Chapters held during the six years, as well as those planned for the next sexennium. The establishment of the national fraternities of Angola e Malawi was also approved, after the necessary discussion. The meeting ended with an expression of thanks to God for the beautiful experiences of the past six years and the prayerful spirit of hard work and co-operation – a most positive conclusion to all the fine work accomplished by this Presidency. 
Hungary – SFO General Elective Chapter 

Without a doubt, the General Elective Chapter held at Budapest, in Hungary, from 15 to 22 November 2008, was the most important event of the year for the Secular Franciscan Order and, I would even say, for the entire Franciscan Family. 111 people took part, among them the 69 Capitulars who voted in the elections and other votes taken on economic questions [or 73 Capitulars, including the four General Assistants for all other votes], observers, special guests and officials. Everything was done in accordance with the Chapter Procedures and the timetable, both of which had been approved by the capitulars. Some of the most significant features of the Chapter were: 
1. The Chapter was an experience of fraternal living. The Chapter was serene, with a great sense of participation by all. 

2. There was a prayerful atmosphere. The liturgical prayer was animated by the CAS, who also published a liturgical booklet in 4 languages; highlights were Mass in the Cathedral of Estergom, with the retired Cardinal Primate László Paskai presiding, concluding the second year of celebrations for the VIII centenary of the birth of the Patroness of the SFO, St Elizabeth, daughter of the King of Hungary, princess of Thuringia an Franciscan penitent. Also noteworthy was the Mass celebrated by Fr. Marco Tasca, Minister General of the OFMConv, during which took place the inauguration of the ministry of the newly re-elected General Minister of the SFO, Encarnación del Pozo, and of the members of the International Presidential Council (CISFO). The music ministry was in the hands of a group of young people from a school in Budapest. The texts of the homilies were available in the four official languages of the SFO. 
3. The times of formation and reflection on the key theme: “The profession of the Rule” and “The sense of belonging to the SFO” presented respectively by Br. Felice Cangelosi, Vicar General OFMCap, and by Emanuela De Nunzio, former Minister General of the SFO. The group work and the debates in the assembly were extremely rich. 
4. The work on updating the Statute of the International Fraternity of the SFO (FIOFS).
5. The approval of other Documents such as that concerning Franciscan Youth, entitled “Incorporation of members of GiFra into the SFO” and another concerning the Practical interpretation of Art. 89.4, letter b, of the General Constitutions of the SFO.
6. A clearer and more detailed economic situation was presented, together with the corresponding presentation and approval of the balance sheet and budget. 
7. A letter was read from the General Ministers of the First Order and TOR (Rome, 1st November 2008) about the Italian SFO, following the definitive pronouncement by the CICSAL “concerning the situation that arose some ten years ago because of the resistance shown by a part of the SFO to join the unity envisaged by the Rule of Paul VI and by the General Constitutions” (Vatican City, 18 June, 2008). 
8. The hospitality and assistance shown by the SFO Fraternity of Hungary. 
9. The election of the new members of the CIOFS Presidency. The President of the elections was Fr. Marco Tasca, OFM Conv, Minister General, in the name of the General Ministers of the First Order and TOR.
The new presiding Council membership is as follows:
· Encarnación del Pozo, General Minister.
· Doug Clorey, Vice-General Minister.
· María Consuelo de Núñez, Councillor for the Spanish-speaking area.
· Tibor Kauser, Councillor for English-language area 1.
· Lucy A. Almirañez, Councillor for English-language area 2.
· Maria Aparecida Crepaldi, Councillor for Portuguese-language area.
· Michèle Altmeyer, Councillor for the French-language area.
· Ewald Kreuzer, Councillor for the German-language area.
· Benedetto Lino, Councillor for the Italian-language area.
· Ana Fruk, Councillor for YouFra.

–

 And the four General Assistants.
Very special thanks go to the members of the national SFO Council of Hungary and to all the SFO brothers and sisters for their fraternal welcome given to the Capitulars and for their hard work and attentive service during the Chapter.
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