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“Fraternity-in-Mission in a changing world” - The final document of the PCO

Open Wide Your Tent

SATURDAY 18.11.2001

The Plenary Council of the Order
celebrated in Mexico has just cometo
an end. For fifteen days the friars
worked hard and shared their experi-
ences, hopes, challenges and dreams.
In the concluding document they ex-
pressed themselves thus: “The chal-
lenge of our experience in today’s
world has laid out for us a particular
path. Itisapath of both inculturation
and internationality, of territoriality
and universality, of respecting our dif-
ferences while at the same time creat-
ing a universal Fraternity-in-Mission.
Confronted with a vitality which can-
not bestifled, weneedtofashionanew
fraternal and institutional language
which bridgesthe gap between our ex-
perience and our customary way of do-
ingthings. Weneed to changefrom our
inherited structures of relating and
governing to aninterdependent and in-
ternational style and structure. We
need to unitein anew way our charism
and our structures....The vocation of
the Friar Minor who follows "in the

PARTICIPANTS

Experience

“The Order today is dynamic and
open to the challenges of thetimes. it is
growing in its awareness of its identity
and mission. There is the restlessness,
and also the required energy and grace,
for a dynamic and prophetic renewal of
itself. The Order is going to play avery
significant rolein the affairs of theworld
through its emphatic living of the funda-
mental values of fraternity, minority, so-
lidarity, poverty and contemplation. Al-
though theremay beresistencetogiveup
what we areused to, whichisnatural, hu-
man and understandabl e, thereis, inmost
Friarsinall the Conferences, the courage
and the truthful search for new horizons
of meaning and significance. A status
quo oriented life is not satisfactory to a
friar minor today. He likes to die, disap-

footprints of Jesus' who became our
"Brother" necessarily leads him to be-
come an evangelizing brother-in-mis-
sion and to create structures of life
which give expression to this mission
at all levelsof hisexperience: thelocal,
the provincia, and theworldwide. His
rel ationshipsasbrother aremeant to be
embodiedinspiritual, juridical, andin-
dtitutional forms... They are meant to
give concrete form and shape to the
fundamental values and living of the
Gospel project. They makevisible our
service to mission and should not be
copied frommodel sof governments or
other ingtitutes of religious life. They
need to come from within our own
charism as an evangelizing and con-
templative fraternity-in-mission. Itis
our hope that as we purify our struc-
tures they might embody even more
strongly than they do an identifying
light which "shines as an example be-
foreothers.” (Mt.5.15-16, 1 LF 10)...”

Thecompletetextisaready available
at: http://mmwv.ofm.org/cpo/00/findoc.

propriate, sall off everything, go through
the world, living among people in soli-
darity and brotherly communion, in a
spirit of exodus, kenosis, sannyasa, cary-
ing al humanity with himtothefullness
of lifeand freedom.”

“The Order boasts of good health. It
needs to question itself about its struc-
tures within the life project. | think this
wasa very positive meeting and a sign of
thevitality of the Order.”

“Thereisareal interest and openness
between thefriarson the one hand but al -
soafear tothink freely alongtheexisting
structuresand rules.”

“ Even if we justifiably speak much of
an aging Order | had the consoling im-
pressionof thedynamismandvitality of the
Order today.”

THE CHALLENG

“We too cannot procrastinate: it is
no longer the time for "touching up"
our house, our structures. We need ra-
dical changes. While destructive
"worldly" pseudo-values are invading
our "cloisters’ wemust maketheworld
become once again our "cloister", our
world that is thirsty for God, justice,
fraternity and peace. To know how to
read and accept the urgency of the
timesweliveisthe historical challenge
that awaits us; a challenge that we can
only faceuptoinfidelity to our gospel
project with simplicity and radicalism,
making efforts to transmit it authenti-
caly. During these days we have had
the grace of an experience of freedom
in mutual acceptance, opening up to
each other and overcoming the preju-
dices that obscure the image that God
has placed in each man. Thisisthe on-
ly paththat allowsusto escapefromthe
dark blindnessof our fears, of our inse-
curities, of our defences and our being
closed in. (Gen. Min. closing speech)

Fromall the participants

THANK YOU

The work of the PCO in Mexico
wasmade possiblenot only throughthe
preparatory work carried out by the
General Secretary of the PCO (Fr. Se-
bastiano Kremer) and his assistant
(Fr. Juan Manuel Mufioz) but also
through the disponibility of the Fran-
ciscan Province of Saints Francis and
James. We have been particularly sur-
rounded by candidates in formation
which has rendered very hospitable
our stay at the “Valle de la Misericor-
dia’, avalley cut off completely from
the surroundings - an oasis amidst an
industrial area on the outskirts of
Guadalgjara. Thank you alsoto all the
ministers, friars and friends who have
followed the PCO from around the
world offering their prayers and sup-
port. The documents and other daily
proceedings are still available at our
website at: http://mww.ofm.org/cpo.
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Reflections - by the Minister General to the PCO

1

Often, when considering the limita-
tionsandthefailuresof amoreorless
recent past, saddened we cometo a
halt, asif facing a closed door, and
we do not see the many other doors
that openinfront of us; wedo not re-
alisethat lack of successcanalsobe-
come "theophany".
Thereisacrisisin regard to a past
that was not integrated serenely, a
present that seems lost and frac-
tured, and an uncertain future that
we cannot determine. The Friars
and the Provinces havedifficulty in
recuperating the deep and ultimate
meaning of their vocation and of
thelir daily activity.

How can we overcomethe dichoto-
my between theory and praxis, be-
tweenwhat we professand what we
live?Attheroot of itthereisacrisis
of truth, of clarity, that paralysesour
decisions. Francisshowsusalifeof
fullness, of freedom, of joy:
it isup to us to "take it by
storm” (Mt 11, 12), with a
radicality animated by trust
in God. Faith and decision
are indispensable for seri-
ousdiscernment, for ajour-
ney without fear.

How can we welcome new
vocations and how can we
ask them to live that which
wedo not live?

If our spiritual lifeisweak,
we are missing akey to un-
derstanding what is clear
enough to let us understand
which structures should
continue, which need to be re-
formed and adapted, and which
must be created in obedience to the
signsof thetimes.

To evangelise means to transmit that
on which we live and that for which
we live. How can we help an Entity
that isunableto accept itsown Gospel
identity and which is concerned only
with "administering” that which "has
alwayshbeen done'?

«In negotio religionis facilius pos-
sunt nova fundari quam vetera
reparari» (Peter the Venerable, Ab-
bot of Cluny). In recent years new
Franciscan groups that follow our
Rule are separating themselves
from the more traditional Families
in search of renewal. Isthis separa-

tionrealyinevitable?Isthetimefor
prophetsreally past? (That is, those
who could help usto discover new
horizons, to re-orient ourselves to-
wards the essential, to re-situate
ourselves without painful "rip-
ping.”)

8. How canwebepresentintheplaces
of "break-down", of tension, of di-
vision, of misery, without making
them become "places of propagan-
da’ or seeking publicity at all costs?

Our Order is, in practice, strongly de-

centralised. The sense of belonging to

an international Fraternity is not felt
very much. This often puts the Minister

General and the Definitory in situations

of painful powerlessness in animating

theFriars.

1. Wefed ourselvesincapable of coor-
dinating initiatives and projects that
go beyond that of the Province. (And
the Provincesask for help!)

Provincial into considering the
"salvation” of their own Provinces,
with al their works and structures,
astheprimary mission. Themission
ad gentesdesired by Francisand by
the Rule is desired also today by
many Friars who, however, are not
often supported by their Ministers,
for the reasons stated above.

4. National andinternational Centresof
study and research (like the Faculty
of Biblica Studiesin Jerusalem) are
a fundamental resource for our Or-
der; but the Definitory is finding it
hard work to coordinate their func-
tioning and to renew their structures
and personnel.

5. Insomeareasof the Order thereisa
very great lack of the sense of be-
longing to an international Order
according to the Rule and our
GGCC. Forms of solidarity, of par-
ticipation and of collaboration are

lacking, andthereexistsnot a

2. It is not known how to help Pro-
vincesin crisisasaresult of aleader-
ship unprepared for animating satis-
factorily on-going and initia forma:
tion. Inthese casestheindicationsof-
fered by the General Definitory be-
foreand after the Chaptersarenot al-
waysfollowed. Becauseof this, many
Friars suffer at being unableto livea
more Gospel life, while others (and
they are especidly the young) leave
the Order.

3. Difficulties are encountered in ani-
mating international missionary
projects or sustaining new founda-
tions. We have many requests, and
we have many friars ready to go.
But the reduction in and ageing of
the Friars push the Ministers

little reluctance, even resist-
ance, in regard to all that
comesfromoutside. Luckily,
these Entitiesdo not make up
the majority!

To accept once again the
invitation to follow Christ,
without "ifs" or "buts’, leav-
ing space for the Spirit with-
in us, believing, obeying his
voice and abandoning every-
thing. This is indispensable
to"re-situate" our path, tore-
hear the call and embrace it
readily, to re-center our ac-
tivity towards the harmony
of atheocentric and missionary life, in
order tore-visit and give Gospel signif-
icanceto thetotality of our life.

This "widening the space..." isan
indispensablecondition. Godhasanin-
credible confidence in us; the people
around ushaveanincredibletrust. But
wemust be more authentic, morefaith-
ful in living the project of the Gospel.
We must widen the tent of our desires,
of our horizons, entrusting ourselves
only to God. The future belongsto the
one who has nothing to lose, to defend
or to hold back. «The future of huma-
nity liesin the hands of those who are
strong enough to provide coming ge-
nerations with reasons for living and
hoping» (GS 31). °
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Reactionsto thereport by the Minister General

Italian speaking group

e The group expressed its thankfulness

for the perspectives opened up by the
Minister General ontheidentity of the
Fraternity: the review of structures
should respond to the petitions of a
Fraternity on mission.
Thereistension between belonging to
the Order and to a Province: such ten-
sion should not take on a conflictive
nature but be constructive.

The Report of the Minister, inthefirst
part, seemed perhaps too pessimistic,
butitalsoheldapositivestimulusinor-
der to encourage personal crestivity.
Thereading of our reality by theMin-
ister is provocative, fruit also of his
missionary experience: it could cause
reactionsin both the Provinces of old-
er traditions and in the younger Enti-
ties, moreusedtoreceivethantogive.
Our Order isavery broad and varied
Fraternity, in which itinerancy goes
aongwith stability in so many depart-
ments of pastoral activity. It is neces-
sary to ingtil a new mentality in the
Ministers Provincial and, through
them, in the Province: in light of this
missionary experiences and initia-
tives, which are different and new in
respect to thetraditional ones, must be
promoted.

Therelationship between theterritori-
a and personal elementsisvery deli-
cate: the Minister stressed the person
more than theterritory.

The present critical relationship be-
tween the worldwide and thelocal di-
mensions within our Order could be
improved, thanks to a re-assessment
of the intermediate structures, espe-

cially those of the Conferences of
Ministers Provincial.

Spanish speaking group

» The message is very clear, coherent,
appropriate to the present time and,
above all, provocative (to re-read the
Rule from a present-day point of
view);

* It comes principally from experience
and not from cold and intellectual re-
flection;

* |t placesthetopic of structureswithin
thegospel project very well, consider-
ing them as means or instruments,

* It clearly showsthe crisisof truth and
faith that islived in the Order and the
needto get to the essential (radicalism
inliving thevows).

English speaking group

e TheReport offersalot of challengesto
thefriars
* Itisexpressive of the genuineness of
Bro Giacomo himself
e Thereisalot of truth in what is poin-
ted out in the Report
* We need to think seriously on the
pointsraised in the Report

» The Report has also brought out the
beauty of the Franciscan life: itin-
rancy, fraternity —in-mission, etc.

» A comprehensive and a profound re-
port.

A few key expressions are to be un-
derlined and which need our ongoing
consideration:

* Towhom do we belong?

* Fraternity-in-Mission

* Decentralization of the Order

* Regarding Minister General’s words
“Priority belongsto the Being, not to

theDoing”, different viewscomeout.
While one friar supported this ex-
pression, another friar emphasized on
theharmony or balancebetween* Be-
ing” and “Doing”.

* Wemust become Gospel -Persons, and
Disciplesof Jesus, to beat theservice
of the Kingdom.

* Transparency rather than Efficiency
must be emphasized

* |t is important to look beyond one's
Province and respond to the needs of
the Order, (appeals made by the
Minister General), even if the
Province feels that it has not enough
personnel to meet its own needs.

* Revitalizing the Provinces that are
stagnant and which has very little
animation power within.

German speaking group

e The report of the Minister General,
Giacomo Bini, was, in general, re-
ceived positively. The separation of
our Franciscan identity from its envi-
ronment accentuatesthe eval uation of
itself. Despite this, both the identity
and the environment must be consid-
ered asawhole. Althoughitiscertain
that the val ues of the Gospel, in them-
selves, are not subject to place, itsan-
nouncementis. Inavisionof totality it
IS necessary to pay attention and be
opentoone'sownvaueandtotheen-
vironment inwhichit is developed.

e The development of thereligiouslife
is not reduced to the dimension of
servicealone. Rather isthevery mean-
ing of this form of life that seems to
lead to service. Theovercoming of the
division between theory and praxis,
life and work, being and doing is ab-
solutely necessary. Thepriority of Be-
ing over Doing appears questionabl e.
Facing up to the demands of our voca-
tion to live a life according to the
Gospel aways implies a Doing or at
least an honest effort, it impliesapur-
suit of aspiritual increase and maturi-
ty. According to our understanding the
Being and Doing should not be sepa-
rated.

¢ We considered the danger of accentu-
ating the Doing and how it can lead to
an irredeemable activism on the part
of theindividua or community.

* The experience of impotence that the
Definitory General perceives in its
function of animation of the Friarsis
new. There is some perplexity in re-
gard to this point in the Report of the
Minister General. °
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PCO 2001: THOUGHTS

05.X1.2001

Br. Giacomo Bini (opening liturgy): During these days we have a decisive re-
sponsibility: to start off a radical and disinterested revision, if necessary, of our
structures. The challenge is grave and urgent: we either know how to respond to
themby concretely providing suitablestructuresor wewill not have anythingto say
totheworld of today. Theworldwill continuealongits path and wewill continueto
speculate about the quality of our structures, with the risk of them becoming our

Historic Excursus

tomb..

06.X1.2001

Fr John Vaughn: Francis reminds
usof what the Gospel tellsusabout how
to livein the world: as strangerstoits
false values, by not clinging to things,
people or opinions, because it is this
appropriation which leads to quarrels
and arguments, warsand jealousies.

07.X1.2001

Fr. Joseph Chinnici: Giventhere-
vitalized understanding of our own
form of religious life in the Church in
the last forty years, the revision of
structures should tend principally to
promote the outlook of fraternity, par-
ticipation, belonging, mission, and re-
sponsihility for the Order initsglobal-
ity onthe part of every one. Structures
should develop and support fraternity-
in-mission and therefore exist with a
viewto communion and sharing, inac-
cordancewith a styl e of government by
participation which aims at function-
ality and efficiency, maintaining flexi-
bility and simplicity, avoiding the de-
sireto centralize or bureaucratize.

22.X.2001

Fr. Hermann Schallick: The new
situation of the world presents us with
new challenges. Topics such as popu-
lationgrowth, structural injustice, vio-
lence and non-violence, the infringe-
ment of human rights, ecology, the
need for inter-religious dialogue,
among others, should beunderstood as
challengesto our charism. Besides, in
my opinion, ecumenism, the situation
of women inthe Church, the participa-
tionof thelaityinour charismandthe
“ complementary nature” of the inter-
Franciscan family should also be tak-
en up... the “ Fraternity” continues to
be defined and lived at times in a way
that is too intimate, too local or even
too national (in some cases, unfortu-
nately, even in a “ nationalist” way).
(letter)

PARTICIPANTS

General Definitory

Br. Giacomo Bini (Min. Gen.)
Br. Estevao Ottenbreit (Mic. Gen.)
Definitors

Br. Kapistran Martzall

Br. Sean Callins

Br. Antonio Riccio

Br. Gerard Moore

Br. Peter Williams

Br. José Rodriguez Carballo

Br. Peter Schorr

Br. Xavier Yu Soo Il

Br. Antonio Franjic (Secr. Gen.)

Elected members

Br. Vumile Nogemane

Br. Giovanni Battistelli

Br. Finian J. McGinn

Br. Larry Dunham

Br. Gilbert Schneider

Br. Scaria Varanath

Br. Peter Cheng-Yen Ho

Br. Luis Gerardo Cabrera
Br. Caetano Ferrari

Br. Radl Allimant Jiménez
Br. Jean Normant

Br. Led PAl

Br. Ulrich Zankanella

Br. Jos¢ Gonzélez Gonzalez
Br. Francesco Bravi

Br. Saverio Biasi

Br. Luigi Ortaglio

Br. Alberto Tosini

Br. Juan Ignacio Muro Aréchiga
Br. José Victor Aguilar Flores
Br. Adam Sikora

Br. J6zef Czura

Br. Mijo Dzolan

Elected by the Miniser General

Br. Hermann Schaltick

Br. Amaral Bernardo Amaral

Br. César Santrich BermUdez

Br. Guy Marie Nguyén-Hong Giao
Br. John Vaughn

Br. Nikolas Zumalde Ugarte

Br. Theodorus van Adrichem

1st PCO, 2nd June- 5th July 1968:
General Curia: study and revision of
the General Constitutions.

2nd PCO, 25th May- 9th June 1969:
Genera Curia thepracticeof poverty.

3rd PCO, 8-30 October 1970:

General Curia"the spirit of prayer
and devotion”.

1971: the celebration of the extraordi-
nary General Chapter in Meddllin,
Colombia. It was decided not to hold
the PCOin 1972.

1973: celebration of the Ordinary Ge-
neral Chapter in Madrid, Spain.

4th PCO, 4-28th November 1974:
Genera Curia: Justice in the Order
(ad intra): the concept of justice, of
authority, of obedience, etc. It was
decided not to hold the Plenary
Council in 1975.

1976: Celebration of the Extraordinary
General Chapter in Assisi, the so-
called Chapter of reflection: Francis-
can Spirituality. The Chapter deci-
dedto celebrateonly one Council be-
forethe next General Chapter.

5th PCO, 20th Febr.-16th March 1978:
General Curia; principal subject:
knowledge of the GGCC on the part
of the friars, the local chapter; life
with God.

1979: Celebration of the General Chap-
terinAssisi.

1980: adispensation having been sought
from the Holy See, the PCO was not
held.

6th PCO, 22nd Oct.- 7th Nov. 1981:
Genera Curia: Formation in the Or-
der. It was decided not to hold the
PCOin 1982.

7th PCO, 5- 25th August 1983:
Salvador (Bahia), Brazil: Evangelisa
tion(TheGospel chalengesus). Itwas
decided not to hold the PCOin 1984.

1985: Celebration of General Chapter in
Assisi. In this Chapter the new
GGCC wereredacted and it was de-
cided to hold the PCO oncein every
six-year period.

8th PCO, 1-21st May 1988:

Bangalore, India: renewal of the
Pontifical Athenaeum Antonianum
and theincreasein theimportance of
the six-year plan.

1991: Celebration of the General Chap-
ter in San Diego, USA.

9th PCO, 8-20th May 1995:

Malta: Contemplation and Evangeli-
sation.

1997: Celebration of General Chapterin
Assisi. The Chapter asked that inthe
next PCO, a revision of the Struc-
tures of the Order be carried out.

10th PCO, 5-17th November 2001
Guadalgjara, Mexico: revision of the
Structures of the Order.




the Mexican Province of
SAINT FRANCIS
AND JAMES

Zapopan - Jalisco

NOTABLE DATES

1524: Official arrival of theFranciscans
inMexico.

1535: Creation of the Holy Gospel
Province.

1565: Foundation of the Michoacan-
Jalisco Province.

1580: Arrival of "Barefoot Friars' or
"Dieguinos'.

1604: Foundation of Saint Francis
Province of the Zacatecas.

1607: Creation of the State of Jalisco
Province.

1666: Foundation of the Immaculate
Conception Convent in the State of
Aguascalientes.

1707: Foundation of the Apostalic Col-
legeof Our Lady of Guada upeinthe
State of Zacatecas.

1816: Foundation of the Apostalic Col-
lege of Our Lady of Zapopan.

1908: The Sacred Congregation of Bi-
shops authorized (December 2,
1907) theGenera Minister Fr. Dion-
isio Schuler to restructure the Fran-
ciscan Provinces of Mexico, a re-
structure which was commenced on
March 19, 1908 with 65 friars.

1921: January 18. Pontifical Coronation
of Our Lady of Zapopan.

1934: February 7. Proclamation of Our
Lady of Zapopan as Patron of the
Province.

1942: November 8. Inauguration of the
Seraphic College in San Agustin
(town in the State of Jalisco).

1951: Restitution of the Ordinary Status
of the Province.

1953: Foundation of Santa Clara mis-
sion in the Huichola zone (in the
State of Tepic).

1962: January 13. Institution of the
Prelaturadel Nayar.

1979: January 29. pastoral visit of His
Holiness John Paul 11 to Our Lady of
Zapopan Badllica

1989: October 11. Our Lady of Zapopan
isdeclared Patron Saint of theArch-
diocese of Guaddgara

1993: March 23. Decree of foundation
of the Blessed Junipero Serra cus-
tody, anew entity stemmingfromthe
Saints Francisand Jacob Province.

1997: Indtitution of theBlessed Junipero
SerraProvince. °
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closing I:IOI\/I LLY byithe Minister

At the end of this Plenary Council,
the Eucharist being cel ebrated wishesto
express, first of al, our thanks to the
Lord for the grace of the fraternal expe-
rience of these days, for the help of His
Spirit, for the commitment of all in the
searchfor theway toliveour Franciscan
vocation projected towardsthe future.

The Gospel pagethat we have heard
proclaimed makes us exclaim with St.
Francis: "L et usbegin, brothers, toserve
theL ord Our God, becauseuptonow we
havedonelittle' (LMj 14,1). Indeed, the
Gospdl proposes the experience of the
Poverello with the lepers, the experi-
ence of meeting with the lowest, with
the poorest. Poverty was for Francis,
with adisconcerting clarity and convic-
tion, theplace of theepiphany of God, of
the encounter with Jesus of Nazareth,
humble and totally given over into the
hands of men. Francis, right to the end,
wishedto befaithful tothegospel “fool-
ishness’ and to follow Christ without
hesitation or compromise.

Poverty is, for the Poverello, the
consequence of a transforming en-
counter and the condition for a gratu-
itous and disinterested service, to the
very depths.

If wewish to be brothers of Francis,
we too are asked to make poverty the
privileged epiphany of God today. It is
toaccept and choosetheway of total ex-
propriationasaplaceand space of meet-
ing with the Lord and with the poor.

All the Franciscan Fraternity in the
entireworldiscalledontobecome, inits
being and in its doing, the epiphany of
God, a manifestation of Him, amartyr-
dom, awitness to His loving presence
among meninthisour world. Epiphany
and martyrdom: to becomea"readable”

sign, understandabl e, with an authentic,
gospe life, withour actionsandwithour
more significant structures.

The concrete way to meet with oth-
ers, withthepoor, aresuggested by three
verbsusedinthegospel parable, typicd-
ly Franciscan verbs. "Vist... cometo...
serve...". Whichsignify: gotowardsthe
other, to the marginalized, the needy,
without waiting for them to cometo us;
to beableto see and meet Jesusin these
poor presences; to placeourselvesat the
serviceof al, excluding dl formsof in-
terest, of power, of control and domina-
tion.

Thisisthechoiceof Francis, achoice
that isanindication of theway for usal-
so. Only in thisway can the Fraternity
become possible, with that form of
Christian Fraternity that St. Paul de-
scribes in the first reading. Adam and
Evehad wantedtotakeondivinenature,
"to become like gods’, and they were
discovered"nude", fragile, undefended.
Chrigt, on the contrary, distributes gen-
eroudly thetreasure of Hisdivinenature
and, becauseof this, Heisexalted by the
Father. Thisisthe way of Christ and of
Francis. expropriating self, forgetting
self inorder toopenone seyestothene-
cessitiesand needs of the other.

We have experienced some of this
Fraternity duringthesedaysinwhichwe
were preoccupied with the way to live
and expressour vocationinthisworldin
which the Lord has put us. Together, to-
day, while this experience is coming to
anend, let usask the Lord to give usthe
samepassionthat guided usduringthese
days, thesameinterest inthegood of the
brothers, the same joy that we experi-
enced in asking ourselves about our
identity and mission. °
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Guadalajara

situated to the East of the country, isthe
capital of the state of Jalisco, one of the
most prosperous regions of Mexico thus
permitting it to become a strategic com-
mercial area Located in the valley of
Atemajacit lies 1,560 mettres above sea
resulting in a tempered climate with an
average temperature of 19 degrees. The
Metropolitan area embrace also the mu-
nicipalities of Zapopan, Tlaguepaque
andTonal& Theselasttwoareconsidered
asthetwo most important artisan centres
of the country.

SantaAnita

An area in the municipality of Tlague-
paqueto the south of Guadalgjara, outside
of themetropl otian areawith apopulation

. iy

which reaches 15,000 inhabitants. It has
mainly anagricultural economy . Thepeo-
plearevery religiousand their indiginous
originsgo back to thetimesof Br Antonio
de Segovia. In thistown thereis a great
veneratio to the Virgin of Candelaria
(caled “de Santa Anita’) which is con-
temporary tothesacredimageof Zapopan
(1543). The sanctuary, erected in 1732 is
dedidacted tothe Virginand thefriary isa
formation house for candidates without a
clerical option.

San Agustin

A town very near to Santa Anita with a
population of approximately 12,000 in-
habitants. It's economy is mainly based
on the textile industry, agricutlure, far-
ming and furnituremaiking. It belongsto

themunicipality of Tlajomulco de Zufii-
ga, Jal. Thefranciscans havve been pres-
ent since its foundation and today it
house the Postulancy of the Province.
The parish was canonically erected in
1998 and the people have great respect
towardsthe friars minor.

Tlaquepaque

The meaning of this word comes from
“hills of clay”, a name coming from the
nahuatl language which givesitthemane

of Tlaguepague. Clay, has been molded
by the able hands of theinhabitantsinthe
most magical forms and gave Tlaque-
pague an international renowm as the
mainartisan centgreof Mexico. It also of -
fers precious work of blown glass an art
which isthe main activity of the popula-
tion of thiscentreand which hasmadeit a
world recognised centre of handcraft.

Zapopan

One of the largest municipalities of the
State of Jalisco and of the country, situated
tothe North of Guadalgjarawith apopula-
tion of 1,002,239 inhabitants. It is cons-

deredthemostimportant religiousenclave
of Western Mexico. In the Basilica, adja
cent to the large Franciscan Frairy, the
miraculousimageof Our Lady of Zapopan
isvenerated by thelocals and friars dike.
Thefriary isaso the seat of the Provincial
Curiaof theProvinceof SaintsFrancisand
James and serves as a study centrefor the
studentsof Philosophy. Another important
attraction at Zapopan is the municipal
palace which served initially as a school
and transformed asthe seet of the Munici-
pality only in1968. It houses aso the fa-
mous mural by Guillemo Chévez Vega,
“Lasrevolucionesdel Universo” (there-
volutions of the universe).

Tsikuri
(Eyeof God)

“ The gods made their Tsikuri and
they placed them in the four cardinal
points and one in the centre; in order to
calmtheanger of Nariwane (thecorn) so
that it comesback to live with them; then
itrained alot and theearthwasprepared
for sowing. For that reason childrenneed
five tiny good eyes, because this is how
Nariwamewasborn, thenew corn, itwas
born blue, white, red, yellowand spotted.
Then the people met to celebrate tatei
Nerra’s holiday, the holiday of the corn
and the tender pumpkins, holiday dedi-
cated to thechildren.”

For the Huicholes the soul residesin
the center of the head. When a child is
born, thefontanel or depressioninthesu-
perior part of theskull representsthefifth
bone, to completethecranial vault. They
believethat during thefirst fiveyears, the
infant isin danger of losing his’her soul
through thishollow and for thisreason it
is necessary to protect it with a Tsikuri
whose rhomboidal design resemblesthe
sahpe of the missing bone.

During the opening Eucharist of the
PCO the Minister Provincial of the
Provinceof Ss. Francisand Jamesgavea
Tsikiri (invivid colours) to all the partic-
ipants as awell-wisher for their impend-
ing work under the protection of the eye
of God. °
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