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Capitulum generale Ordinis fratrum minorum

S. Mariae Angelorum  2003

Minister generalis, 13 - 6 - 2003

Assisi, 13th June 2003

Dear Brothers,

May the Lord give you Peace!

The feast of St. Anthony, an eminent preacher of the Gospel, and the readings proclaimed, especially the Gospel, offer us the opportunity to reflect, here at the Tomb of the Seraphic Father, also a “herald of the Gospel”, on the topic of evangelisation.  “Go out to the whole world; proclaim the Gospel to all creation” (Mk 16, 15): this is the mandate the Christ gave to the Eleven on appearing to them after the resurrection and which today he repeats to all of us, a Fraternity in mission. “Come”: this is the desire, so often not confessed, of so many men and women of our times. To “start off now” (cfr. Lk 10), is the task that all the baptised take on at baptism. A task that acquires, through vocation and profession, a particular urgency for us Friars Minor, we who form part of the Fraternity in mission.

All of us, who have accepted the Word, are sent to share with others, beyond all geographical or territorial confines, the richness that abides in us. It would be robbery to keep the Word that enlightens our steps, the Gospel that saves us, the Good News, Jesus, our way, truth and life, for ourselves alone. “Go”, therefore, and sow the seeds of life in the hearts of all creatures, spread everywhere the seeds of the Kingdom.  Go to the countries of ancient Christian tradition and announce the Gospel with “well considered and chaste words” (Rb 9, 3), insist “at the opportune and inopportune moment” (2 Tim 4, 2), and rejoice when you are “exposed to diverse trials” (Rnb 17) because of the Gospel. Go into those countries where the majority of the population have not yet heard the first proclamation of the Gospel and, without  engaging in “arguments or disputes, but remaining subject to every human creature for God’s sake and acknowledging that you are Christians”. And when you see that it pleases the Lord, “announce the Word of God… in order that these may believe in Almighty God, the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Rnb 16). Go into the places of fracture, where there are ethnic conflicts, where war is in progress, where there is tension… and work for reconciliation and peace, always promoting justice. Go as “guests and pilgrims”, without carrying anything for the journey, “neither knapsack, nor purse, nor bread, nor money, nor walking stick” (Rnb 14), announcing through your life and words “that there is no one who is all-powerful except Him” (LOrd 9).  

Announce the Gospel, be apostles, this is a synthesis of our life, of our mission. But of what is this announcement comprised, what is being an apostle comprised of? It is comprised, first and foremost, of sharing the life of the Lord: “He summoned them… to be his companions and to be sent out to proclaim the message” (Mk 3, 13). This is the secret of the apostolic fruitfulness of Francis, Anthony, Bernadine and of so many others of our confreres of yesterday and today: being with Jesus, allowing oneself to be transformed by Jesus, like the disciples of Emmaus, by the words of Jesus. Announcing the Gospel, being apostles, means having a life in common with Him, not a work. Therefore, the effort to “make disciples”, the principal aim of mission (cfr. Mt 28, 19), comprises not only, or principally, the offering of a message, but of bringing others to a close relationship with the Christ, binding oneself to the person of Christ, fully sharing His project of life. But this is possible only to him who has met Him personally beforehand, has allowed himself by conquered by Him, Whom we wish to announce to others. Being apostles, announcing the Gospel, then, cannot be reduced to a work we carry out; being apostles, announcers of the Gospel, involves the whole person and the whole life of the person: like Francis, like Anthony, we are called to announce the Gospel with our whole being. 

A preparation adapted to the present times is also necessary: Saint Anthony is also presented as a model to follow in this. He is a man that united, in his own life, sanctity and culture, life and doctrine. These are the inseparable pairings on which the edifice of our Order is built; these are the pairs of values that must always go hand in hand with the announcement of the Gospel.   

But, above all this, the announcement of the Gospel calls for a deep faith in Him who chose us, consecrated us and made us prophets for the peoples before we were formed in our mother’s womb (cfr. Jer 1, 5); faith in Him, who through the mouth of the Prophet assures us “do not be afraid of confronting them, for I am with you to rescue you” (Jer 1, 8). Faith in Him for whom all is possible. The risen Lord, whom we, as disciples, recognise and adore (cfr. Mt 28, 17), makes Himself close to us at this moment in history (cfr. Mt 28, 18), and He assures us : “I am with you always, even to the end of time” (Mt 28, 20). And do not say: “I do not know how to speak…”, because, touching our lips, he has put His words into our mouths (cfr. Jer 1, 6).

“Go into the whole world and preach the Gospel to all creation” (Mk 16, 15).

