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UFME’s Ninth General Assembly
On Feb. 6, the ninth General Assembly of the Conferences of Europe (UFME) took place in Brussels, Belgium, with the approval of various commitments for the near future.  The theme of the gathering according to the mandates of the General Chapter 2009 nos. 26 and 27 was “Project Europe”.  Among this project is the follow-up of UFME, i.e., the gathering of young Europeans, “Euroframe”, set to be in Poland (2012).  Other initiatives as part of this project include the constitution of a “temporary” International Fraternity on the way to Santiago, Spain; the constitutions of UFME as an ONG association of Europe and national right; supporting the Byzantine Foundation in Ukraine; and the commitment to animate and study further in-depth the “project Europe” itself as entrusted to the permanent Council in collaboration with the General Definitory.  
There were about 70 Major Superiors among the Ministers Provincial, Vicar-Provincials, and Definitors General present at the Assembly.  All of them followed with interest some reflections that were given regarding the challenges of Europe and the Franciscans.  On one of the days, they had a guided tour of the Parliament and the European Commission; they also became acquainted with the International Fraternity, “Notre Dame des Nations”, where the meeting actually took place.  
The Assembly addressed a message to the Institutions of the European Union to express the gratitude and concern of the Franciscans.  They sent another message still to all the Friars Minor in Europe to share the experiences, reflections, and commitments of the former in Brussels.  At the end, the Ongoing Council of UFME was renewed, made up of the following people: President Br. Vitor Melicias (Portugal); Vice-President Br. Ivan Sesar (Bosnia - Herzegovina); Councilors Br. Gabriele Trivellin (Italy), Br. Philemon Janka (Poland), Br. Bob Van Laer (Belgium), and Br. Anthony McNeill (Scotland).   
A New Online Contribution to the Order
On Oct. 4, 2009, a group of Friars of the Province of St. Paul the Apostle of Malta launched a new website (www.i-tau.org) which offers three main areas of Franciscan news and information, i.e., Franciscan Studies, Commissariat of the Holy Land, and the Lookout Post.  The goal of this new site is to be of service to the Franciscans to download freely, in English, Franciscan wisdom, themes, and translations of Franciscan texts.  
The website was put up by John Abela, Noel Muscat, Raymond Camilleri, and Anthony Chircop, a work, indeed, done by a group of Franciscan Friars, who – though belonging to the Maltese Province – are, nonetheless, serving the Order at the General Curia, the Custody of the Holy Land, London or Malta.
The page of the Commissariat of the Holy Land offers both news and information from the Holy Land in addition to a presentation of the work of the Commissariat in Malta.  Also available online will be the magazine, “The Land of Promise”.
The page entitled, “The Lookout Post”, is a collection of themes, Franciscan blogs, and other contemporary issues on faith and Christian culture, whether it may be at the local Maltese level or at the international level.  Either way, I-TAU wants to be at the service of the whole Franciscan family, especially to spread the Franciscan message and provide free materials for both initial and ongoing formation.
Madrid, Spain - Celebrations of the VIII Centenary
Last Saturday on December 19, 2009, the Archbishop emeritus of Seville H. E. Card. Carlos Amigo Vallejo OFM presided at the closing Eucharistic celebration for the 8th Centenary of the approval of the forma vitae of St. Francis (1209-2009) in the Madrilenian Parish of St. Anthony of the Retreat.
Again, in the Spanish capital another date of special relevance was celebrated in the history and life of this city, namely, the 90th anniversary of the opening of the first subway-metro; it was inaugurated by King Alphonse XIII on Oct. 17, 1909, when Madrid had 700,000 inhabitants.  This subway had 8 stations and could be accessed between Puerta del Sol and Cuatro Caminos (both places on the outskirts of the city) and stretched as far as 3,4 km (2,1 miles), which is a journey of approx. 20 minutes.  The four cars of 15 meters per unit (49 ft) transported during its first year in operation about 14 million travelers.  
Today, the subway network of Madrid meanders through a journey of 283 km (176 miles) in 12 lines with 268 stations in addition to more than 3 lines of rapid surface transit system, thus making it the 5th longest in the world and the 3rd in Europe.  On the 11th line – which was opened in December of 2006 – right between the Elliptical Square station and La Peseta Station (5,3 km [3,3 miles]) is St. Francis station, dedicated to our Founder; it is located on the outskirts south of Madrid in a depressed area and under populated by low-income citizens.  The districts (Colonia, Conde, Aibar and Buenavista) on the Poblados Main Avenue are occupied mostly by immigrants coming from different cultures, such as sub-Saharan Africa, Maghrebs, Orientals, South Americans, Romanians, and Eastern Europeans.
First Congress of COTAF’s Educational Centers 

The Minister General and the Definitor General for the COTAF region of Europe, Br. Roger Marchal, participated Feb. 2-5, 2009, in the German language meeting of Franciscan schools (Kongress franziskanischer Schulen) at the Convent of Hofheim (Frankfurt) in Germany.  Ten schools of the Conference and one school from Visoki, Bosnia Herzegovina, were also present for the occasion.  Br. Johannes Baptist Freier, ofm, Rector Magnificent of the PUA made his presentation on, The Franciscan Pedagogy in a Changing World; Udo Schmaelzle, ofm, of the Grosskrotzenburg School made his on The Lord Will show You What You Must Do: Convergence and Divergence of Franciscan Pedagogy in the Development of the School; Sr. Maria Basina Kloos, Superior General of the Franciscans Sisters of Waldbreitbach BMVA spoke about The Responsibility of Teachers to Underscore the Theological-Spiritual Dimension…”.
The Minister General spoke about the challenges of the Franciscan School; he underscored the need for “a clear Catholic and Franciscan project, a Catholic and Franciscan education that ensures a healthy and necessary pluralism; a collaboration and synergy among all involved; and a synthesis of both faith and culture with the goal of working towards the unity of the human person with an explicit reference to the Gospel…”.  The meeting then concluded with the Eucharistic Celebration presided by the Minister himself in both English and German.
The Blessings of New Places for the Commissariat of the Holy Land in Slovenia 

On February 13, 2010, Br. Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Custos of the Holy Land along with the Bishop H. E. Msgr. Jurij Bizjak blessed new places for the Commissariat of the Holy Land in Ljubljana Vič.  The commissariat began to develop its work in 1988 and to this day continues to organize different activities in order to promote the Holy Land among the Slovenian people.   
It has guided pilgrimages to the Holy Land, which is also know as the 5th Gospel because the pilgrim there can actually walk on the land trod by our Redeemer.  On the occasion of the centenary of the first pilgrimage of Slovenians to the Holy Land back in 1910 guided by the Prince Bishop Anton B. Jeglič, the commissariat decided to bless the new places at the Convent of St. Anthony in Ljubljana Vič.  For more information go to: http://www.sveta-dezela.si/
The Erection of the Foundation of Bl. Giles
Having kept in mind the requests of the fraternities of both Palestrina and Istanbul and after having obtained a favorable vote of the General Definitory, the Minister General Br. José Rodríguez Carballo has canonically erected the Blessed Giles’ Foundation with a decree dated on Feb. 2, 2010.  This foundation is not restricted to a territory, however; it is dependent on the Minister General himself.  Moreover, according to Art. 168 of the General Constitutions – which was approved at the last General Chapter – it can receive and enroll Friars who desire to join, while abiding by the norms established.  
Chile - III South American Gathering of Franciscan Youth
 

Around 200 youth gathered together in the city of Santiago, Chile, Jan. 20 – 24, 2010, for the third gathering of YouFra of South America; they came together to share both the joy and beauty of the Franciscan calling and reflect on its main theme, I Have Chosen Holy Poverty as My Lady.  The youth came with their respective Spiritual Assistants from the following countries: Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, and Chile.  Present on behalf of the International Coordination of YouFra was Anderson Moura of Brazil and on behalf of Chile’s SFO was Ingrid Palacios, who is also both National Minister and International Council of Chile’s SFO.
The event was well organized with intense moments of prayer, formation, and fraternal sharing.  Everyday a reflection was given on a theme to help the youth do an in-depth study on the larger and main theme.  The main speakers were Sr. Paulina Etcheverry, FMIC, Br. Manuel Alvarado, OFM, Héctor Fernández Cubillos, and Br. Francisco Salgado, OFM.  
The whole event then concluded with a solemn celebration of the Eucharist in the Church of St. Francis of Alameda and was presided by Provincial Vicar Br. Jorge Concha, OFM.  The next and IV South American gathering of YouFra will take place in January of 2012 in Colombia.  For more details go to:  http://picasaweb.google.com/jufra.org
Franciscan Bookmark
· De zegen van Aäron (The blessing of Aaron by Gerard Ris, Valkhof Pers, Nijmegen 2009, pp. 96.  The author of the Biblical book of Numbers places the ancient blessing of Aaron (Nm 6, 22-27) in use in their Liturgy, right at the beginning of Israel’s journey through the desert.  Through the words of this blessing, God assures his people that He will be with them all the years of their journey toward the Promised Land.  Francis knew this blessing and wrote it with his own hand, in order to encourage Br. Leo.  Since then, in the Franciscan tradition, the blessing of Aaron became known as the blessing of Br. Leo.
· Believing in Jesus by Leonard Foley, St. Anthony Messenger Press, Ohio 2009, p. 324.  This book aims at helping anyone who grew up as a Christian to attain a deeper understanding of the beliefs and practices held on to throughout life; it is also aims at rendering the Catholic faith more accessible to recent converts in the Church.  As the author himself states, This book can help some frightened and wounded people as well as enable others to ask questions.  This sixth edition was updated, in order to reflect the latest documents and events of the Church while making continual reference to the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  There are questions formulated to trigger a discussion and help the reader sink deeper into the mysteries of the Faith; there is also an exhaustive reference section to tap into further information.  The book, then, is an indispensable guide to the faith we believe in.
· Saint of the Day (The Saint of the Day) by Leonard Foley, Pat McCloskey, St. Anthony Messenger Press, Ohio 2009, p. 408.  By combining brief biographies and discerning reflections, this book can be a practical aid, full of inspirations, to find, search, and receive the friendship of the Lord in daily life through the example of the saints.  Every headword includes a brief biography of a saint, a comment on the example of his life that is relevant in the life of the reader, plus an appropriate quotation from Scripture, the writings of the saint, or some other spiritual writer.  There are about 239 headwords for saints and blessed as well as 16 Marian feasts. 
Great and Small News
· The Growth of the Custody of Guinea-Bissau: With the recent priestly ordination of the last 6 religious on Jan. 23, 2010, the Custody now has about 33 solemnly professed.  Among them are 16 autochthonous, 12 Italians of the Mother Province of Venice, and 5 Portuguese.  Currently, there are 5 simply professed and 4 postulants, both groups being Guinean.  The young Friar Custos is Br. Victor Luis Quematcha, elected with his Council for a three-year period during the first Chapter of the Custody which took place March 1-7, 2009.  The Custody of Guinea-Bissau is the fruit of the Missionary Evangelization of Friars coming from different countries, especially Italy, Portugal, and Brazil.
· A Franciscan School in Paris: By the end of 2009, approval was given for the establishment of a Franciscan School in Paris dependent on both the OFM and OFMCap Provinces.  The goal of this school is to offer a Franciscan teaching in spirituality, mysticism, philosophy, theology, history, and art.  The school is structured for three years with evaluation taking place every year.  The school is supported by both the OFM and OFMCap Ministers Provincial, who are themselves the Chancellors.  Soon a Dean will be appointed with an Academic Committee made up of three professors.  The committee will prepare the programs.  The school will also have a Secretariat and a service of communication directed by the coordinator of the Administrative Committee    
· Franciscan Sources in German: For the first time since 2009, we have the writings of St. Francis and the sources of first century Franciscanism in German, compiled in one volume.  Each section is prefaced by a presentation written by the OFM, OFMConv, and OFMCap Friars.
· The work of our Friars in Haiti after the earthquake: The three Fraternities of Port-au-Prince are places that welcome the Haitians.  Saint Alexandre, for example, right in down town, is a point of reference for many sick people cared for by Br. Victor, a psychologist from Chile who is also a Medical Doctor.  The Church was converted into a hospital pavilion with medicine and many patients.  Br. Omar, a Salvadorian, in his small convent pitched many tents for homeless children to provide them with a place to eat and sleep.  Br. Colombano, on the other hand, continues making his rounds in the “cloister” of poverty, that is, the market place, which has become a place of misery. Yet, this cloister, this market place is where many buy and sell without water or electricity.  Everybody calls out to Br. Victor and he, with a smile, gives to each as he can.   
The fraternity of Croix-les-missions is the only house of three that suffered damage.  The Church lost its façade while the convent also suffered considerable damage.  The Friars sleep out in the open in the little square between the Friary and the Church.  Br. Jean Louis is the infirmarian, who passes the whole day caring for the sick crowded around there.  Br. Dempsey, who is the President of the Haitian Foundation, Guardian, and Pastor hustles back and forth re-organizing Parish life.  Lastly, Br. Antonio is, likewise, taken up with a thousand necessary logistics.  
The third fraternity located on a flat surface was untouched by the earthquake; it’s a secure house even if the Friars choose to sleep out in the open in the small red tents.  This fraternity has 11 youth in initial formation who, together with the Haitian Br. Miguel are busy assisting the victims of the earthquake.  Br. Walter is the driver taking people here and there as he did with us.  The people of Haiti, who are resilient in suffering, rely on the Friars, who, in turn, love their people for whom they organized loads of food transported from Santo Domingo to the Convent of Lilavois.  The money collected up to now is for emergency use only, such as food and medicine.  As to the rebuilding, Divine Providence will see to it in time.  To know more go to:  www.ofm.org
· The Executive Committee of the Secretariat for Formation and Studies met in the General Curia January 25-27.  The purpose of the meeting was to become more acquainted with each other and allow the new Secretary General to have a sense of Formation and Studies in the various areas of the Order.  Moreover, strategies were discussed for carrying out the program for Formation and Studies that was approved by the General Definitory for this upcoming six-year term.  Some of the main elements to keep foremost in one’s mind are the organization of both Continental and International Conventions.  During their three-day meeting, the committee was also able to meet the Minister General, in order to share formative experiences and pledge greater collaboration with the General Administration of the Order.  Present at this meeting were the Secretary General Br. Vidal Rodríguez López, the Vice-secretary Br. Sergiusz Baldyga, Br. Gregorio Redoblado (Philippines), and Br. Marco Vianelli (Italy).  Absent at this meeting was Br. Dominic Monti (USA) for health reasons.
· The International Meeting in Support of Israeli-Palestinian Peace took place in Malta Feb. 12-13, 2010. Representative of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean and of United Nations met to discuss the five key elements of the Process of Israeli-Palestinian Peace, i.e., borders, colonies, refugees, water, and Jerusalem.  As recognized experts and key figures of the region and international communities, they participated together with members of both the Israeli and Palestinian Parliament.  As representative of the Church during this meeting was Br. Marcello Ghirlando, OFM, of the Maltese Province; he was appointed by the Holy See for the second time for such an enterprise.
New Minister Provincial
Br. Claudio Pegoraro was elected Minister Provincial of the Province of our Lady in China.
New Visitator General
Fr. Giampaolo Cavalli of the Venetian Province of St. Anthony of Padua was elected Visitator General of the Fraternity of the International College of St. Anthony of Rome.  
Agenda of the Minister General 
01-05 March: Visit to the Byzantine Custody of all Saints of the Order (Ukraine).
08-18 March: Important Meetings of the General Definitory in the General Curia (Rome, Italy).
19 March: Celebration of the Name Day of the Minister General
20-25 March: Visit to the Province of the Annunciation in Albania and other brothers of both Montenegro and Kosovo.
28-04 March: Holy Week
Bearers of the Gift of the Gospel

“Another pathway to restoration that the Chapter has emphasized in these days is that called mission inter gentes, 38 an expression that indicates a way of being present in the places where the Lord sends us, as well as an attitude toward the world. It is a process of insertion in reality that makes us share the life of our peoples in all its complexity. 39 Mission inter gentes presumes this empathy toward the world and is the consequence and extension of the mystery of the Incarnation. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom, the Word – the first lesser one – becomes flesh in a human body, inserted in an historical mo​ment, in a concrete society and culture, thus sharing wholly the human condition except for sin. 40 If Christ is the paradigm of all evangeliza​tion, the real and effective incarnation of the evangelizer in the socio-cultural reality of a people is an inescapable demand of his mission” (n. 13).
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Regula et vita Minorum Fratrum haec est, scilicet Domini nostri Jesu Christi sanctum Evangelium observare (RB I,1)
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