
Letter of the Minister General to 
the Poor Ladies on the solemnity 

of Saint Clare 2026
Clare, Woman of Peace 

WWW.OFM.ORG

My Dear Sisters, 

The Lord give you peace! 

 As we celebrate eight hundred years since the 
blessed Transitus of Saint Francis, an evangel-
ical man and preacher of reconciliation, the 
world continues to be torn apart by wars, divi-
sions, and polarisation, with little to no under-
standing of the Good News of “peace.” We feel 
this reality with great sorrow, as it is a challenge 
to all Christians, but particularly to religious. 
Therefore, we seek a word of hope, some light 
to shine and help us navigate through this time. 
This annual celebration of St Clare, “handmaid 
of Christ and of the Poor Sisters and little plant 
of our holy father,” affords us the opportunity to 
revisit her story: a woman of unity and peace, 
promoter of reconciliation, especially in times 
of conflict. 

Read the full text of the Letter:  
Italiano - English - Español - Deutsch - 
Français - Hrvatski - Polski - Português
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With the Eucharistic celebration presided 
over by the Minister General of the OFM, Br. 
Massimo Fusarelli, the Pardon of Assisi 2026, 
was inaugurated on the 1st August, which, un-
til midnight on the 2nd August, welcomed 
thousands of pilgrims who flocked to the ba-
silica of Our Lady of the Angels for the “In-
dulgence of the Porziuncola”. 

In his homily, Br. Massimo focused on why 
Francis chose to end his earthly life at the 
Portiuncula, a small place “that is both 
womb and tomb, cradle of a life and thresh-
old of its fulfillment.” 

Recalling how God chose Mary in another 
small place, Nazareth, the Minister Gener-
al compared the fear of the Virgin, troubled 
by the angel’s words, to our current fears: 

in the face of war, destroyed cities, and the 
violence that surrounds us. Like Mary, who 
dialogued with the Lord, we too are called 
to “open paths to peace and forgiveness to-
wards a different future”, starting from our 
own context. 

Speaking of St Francis, Br. Massimo empha-
sised how the Poor Man- Poverello of Assisi 
understood that forgiveness is not a prize 
to be deserved, but a gift to be welcomed: 
“Here he had heard the Gospel that clarified 
his vocation; here he had gathered the first 
brothers; here he had obtained forgiveness 
for all... In the end, he asks to be laid naked 
on earth. He blesses the friars, forgives, and 
asks for forgiveness. His Transitus is a last 
great act of reconciliation.” 

By inserting the Feast of Forgiveness into 
the broader Franciscan Year of the 800th 
anniversary of St Francis’ death, Br. Massi-
mo wanted to send a message to the whole 
Church: “Even in the Church, forgiveness is 
a necessary way today. Every time we abso-
lutise a form, a sensibility, a tradition, and 
use it against our brothers and sisters, we 
wound the communion and unity of the dis-
ciples... Francis teaches us the way: to love 
the Church without dividing her.” 

Pardon of Assisi 2026 
In the Franciscan Jubilee Year 

WWW.OFM.ORG

https://www.ofm.org/en/pardon-of-assisi-2026.html
https://www.ofm.org/en/pardon-of-assisi-2026.html
https://www.ofm.org/en/pardon-of-assisi-2026.html
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General Curia Agenda 

 ξ From the 3rd to the 6th of August, the Minister Ge-
neral, Br. Massimo Fusarelli, will be at Our Lady of the 
Angels for GO! Franciscan Youth Meeting, the mee-
ting of the young people of Europe that will host Pope 
Leo XIV on 6th August. From the 7th to the 9th Br. 
Massimo will participate in the Assembly of the “St. 
Francis” Foundation of Russia in Rome; from 10 to 13 
he will be in Iglesias (Italy) for the XXV anniversary 
of the Monastery of the Poor Sisters “Buon Cammi-
no” and for the solemnity of St. Clare; from the 13th 
to 18th August he will be in Croatia for the fraternal 
visit to the Province of the Most Holy Redeemer, with 
the celebration of the solemnity of the Assumption of 
the BVM in Sinj. From the 27th of August to the 3rd of 
September, he will be in Madagascar for the fraternal 
visit to the Province of the Immaculate Conception 
(Madagascar and Mauritius). 

 ξ From the 3rd to the 6th of August, the Definitor 
General, Br. César Külkamp, will participate in the 

Chapter of Mats of the Franciscan Province of the 
Immaculate Conception of Brazil, at the Fraternity of 
the Santo Antônio Seminary, in Agudos, SP. From the 
24th to the 29th, he will participate in the meeting of 
the Conference of Brazil and Southern Cone in Porto 
Alegre, RS, (Brazil). 

 ξ From the 4th to the 7th of August, the Definitor 
General, Br. John Wong will be in Bangkok (Thai-
land) as General Delegate for commitments relating 
to the Order’s finances and assets in Thailand. From 
the 14th to the 16th, he will be in Ho Chi Minh City 
(Vietnam) to meet the participants of the Common 
Integration Programme of the East Asian Conference 
(EAC). From the 17th to the 24th, he will visit the Pro-
vince of St. Anthony of Padua (Southern Philippines); 
from the 25th to the 27th, he will visit the inter-Entity 
and inter-Conference projects in the Philippines, in-
cluding the international novitiate and the site of the 
Asian Franciscan Formators Training course. 

After the Forgiveness 2026 program, “GO! 
Franciscan Youth Meeting”, the event that 
is welcoming thousands of young Europe-
ans to Assisi. Tomorrow, the 6th of August, 
Pope Leo XIV will also be present, who, after 
the meeting with young people, will preside 
over the solemn Mass at the Basilica of Our 
Lady of the Angels.  

View photos on Flick

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ordofratrumminorum/albums/72177720334931020
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-v1HM_XH6_4
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The Tempo Forte Press Release for the month of 
July 2026 has been published. 

Download the pdf: Italiano - English - Español

Tempo Forte

The first 2026 issue of Acta Ordinis Fratrum 
Minorum, covering the months of January 
through April, is now available. The volume 
brings together documents, provisions, ap-
pointments, and news concerning the life and 
activities of the Order during this period.  The 
publication contains several documents relat-
ed to the Eighth Centenary of the Transitus of 
St Francis, including the words addressed by 
Pope Leo XIV to the Franciscan Family and 
the decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary es-
tablishing a Franciscan Jubilee Year. 

It also includes several texts by the Minister 
General, Br Massimo Fusarelli, OFM: the let-
ter for the 2026 Sunday of the Word of God, 
dedicated to Blessed Gabriele M. Allegra; the 
letter of the Franciscan Family on the occa-
sion of the Eighth Centenary of the Transitus; 
the Easter letter; the Good Friday message for 
the day of prayer and penance for peace and 
reconciliation; and the letter of the Ministers 
General of the Franciscan Family for the 2026 
World Week of the Poor. 

The volume also provides information on 
preparations for the 2027 General Chapter, 
Provincial and Custodial Chapters, appoint-
ments and provisions issued by the govern-
ment of the Order. It also contains documents 
and news from the various Secretariats and 
Offices of the General Curia concerning for-
mation and studies, missions and evangelisa-
tion, causes of canonisation and beatification, 
the safeguarding of minors and vulnerable 

adults, Justice, Peace and Integrity of Crea-
tion, the Secular Franciscan Order and the 
Poor Sisters of St Clare. 

This issue is completed by the chronicle of the 
Minister General’s visits, celebrations of the 
Franciscan Centenary, news from the various 
Entities of the Order, the necrology for 2026 
and the Order’s statistics for 2026. 

Download PDF:  
An. CXLV - Ianuarii - Aprilis 2026 - N. 1

Acta Ordinis Fratrum Minorum 2026/1  
WWW.OFM.ORG

https://ofm.org/uploads/Tempo_forte_Luglio_2026_IT.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/Tempo_forte_Luglio_2026_EN.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/Tempo_forte_Luglio_2026_ES.pdf
https://ofm.org/en/communique-of-the-general-definitory-concerning-the-tempo-forte-of-july-2026.html
https://ofm.org/uploads/ActaOrdinis_Ianuarii%20-%20Aprilis_2026_N_1_web.pdf
https://www.ofm.org/en/acta-ordinis-fratrum-minorum-2026-1.html


5th  August 
2026

Fraternitas 386

5Government of the Order

At the end of June, in the Neth-
erlands, amid an unusually hot 
spell, I was welcomed into an 
old Capuchin friary. Today, that 
house is home to a fraternity 
made up of Friars Minor, Sec-
ular Franciscans, and other 
consecrated men and women, 
while also remaining open to 
the small town that surrounds 
it. Its daily life has the simplicity 
of realities that need no display 
of vitality. There, the Provincial 
Councils of the Netherlands 
and Germany gathered to re-
flect together on their future as 
an Order in this part of Europe. 
As I entered, I expected above 
all to encounter the burden of 
a presence in decline. Instead, 
I found something different. No 
one denied the difficulties, but 
neither did I find resignation. I 
encountered a living spiritual 
search and a genuine desire to 
discern together. Rather than 
defending what remains, that 
fraternity was seeking what 
could still be born: imagining, 
for example, international fra-
ternities centred on the es-
sentials of our charism.  Look-
ing back on those days, my 
thoughts turned to other re-
cent visits: monasteries of con-

templative Sisters in Africa and 
Latin America, small commu-
nities, sometimes on the verge 
of closing, yet still capable of 
radiating peace. Very different 
places, yet united by the same 
question: what is the Spirit of 
the Lord doing today with the 
gift received by St Francis and 
St Clare?   It is true: in many 
regions of the West—and not 
only there—our presence is 
diminishing. We can see this 
simply as a decline, or we can 
recognise it as a passage. At 
the same time, elsewhere, con-
secrated life is putting down 
autonomous, indigenous roots 
beyond Europe for the first 
time, with local vocations and 
responsibilities. It is a move-
ment that reminds us that the 
Gospel is not confined to our 
geographical boundaries or to 
the models to which we have 
grown accustomed: where one 
house closes, elsewhere a new 
fraternity comes into being. 
I am becoming increasingly 
convinced that we are called to 
move from focusing on works 
and numbers to focusing on 
signs and relationships: less 
concerned with preserving 
certain forms of organisation 

and more attentive to nurtur-
ing evangelical relationships 
among ourselves and with the 
women and men of our time. 
In a society marked by agnos-
ticism and religious illiteracy, a 
simple and welcoming fraterni-
ty can speak more eloquently 
than many institutions—not be-
cause those institutions matter 
less, but because such a frater-
nity makes the essential visi-
ble.  This year, we celebrate the 
Eighth Centenary of the Tran-
situs of St Francis: his passing 
into eternal life. Amongst us as 
well, in many parts of the West, 
entire communities and prov-
inces are truly facing an end-
ing. We can postpone it through 
strategies of survival, or we can 
pass through it in faith. After all, 
if we are unable to look death 
in the face, what do we have to 
say about the Lord of life?  

As I left that ancient friary, I 
found myself thinking that the 
future of the Order will resem-
ble less and less the image we 
inherited and preserved for so 
long. Yet if we look with faith 
and wisdom, we will recognise 
what truly matters: the Gospel 
continues to take root.  

Reflections by Br. Massimo - July 2026 
Where the Gospel Continues to Take Root 

WWW.OFM.ORG

https://www.ofm.org/en/reflections-by-br-massimo-july-2026.html
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From the 18th to 22nd July 2026, a working 
session of the Secretariat of the 2027 Gener-
al Chapter was held at the General Curia in 
Rome. 

The two Vice-Secretaries of the Chapter, Br. 
Praveen D’Souza, from India, and Br. Juan 
Isidro Aldana Maldonado, from Colombia, to-
gether with the Secretary General of the Chap-
ter, Br. Sergiusz Bałdyga, participated in the 
work. Fabrizio Carletti, of Missione Emmaus, 
also took part in the work as methodologist of 
the Chapter.  

During the meeting, the Secretariat went into 
detail about various aspects of the prepara-
tion of the General Chapter, paying particular 
attention to the elaboration of the agenda, the 
reports of the offices of the General Curia and 
the organisation of the different phases of the 
Chapter work.  

The Secretariat also met with the General 
Definitory, to which the current status of the 
preparatory work was presented, along with 
the main issues still to be developed in view 
of the next General Chapter 2027, which, we 

recall, will be held in Vietnam from the 5th to 
the 24th of May 2027 in the Pilgrimage Centre 
of Our Lady of Núi Cúi.  

See all the information about the 2027 General 
Chapter

Meeting of the Secretariat of the General Chapter 2027 
General Curia, 18th-22nd July 2026 

WWW.OFM.ORG

General Chapter 2027

https://www.ofm.org/en/general-chapter-2027.html
https://www.ofm.org/en/general-chapter-2027.html
https://www.ofm.org/en/meeting-of-the-secretariat-of-the-general-chapter-2027.html
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On Friday, the 31st July at 4:30 
p.m., as part of the celebra-
tions of the Solemnity of the 
Pardon of Assisi 2026, the ex-
hibition “St. Francis at the Por-
ziuncola. The artistic parable 
of the face of Francis of Assisi 
in the place of his transitus” - 
open until the 25th of October 
2026, and the rearrangement 
of the ancient nucleus of the 
Porziuncola Museum.  

The initiative represents one 
of the most significant cul-
tural events of the Eighth 
Centenary of the Transit of 
St. Francis and marks an im-
portant step in enhancing 
the historical, artistic, and 
spiritual heritage preserved 
by the Seraphic Province of 
St. Francis of Assisi. The new 
layout of the museum and the 
exhibition constitute a single 
cultural project, conceived to 
offer pilgrims and visitors a 

renewed reading of the deep 
bond that unites St. Francis 
to the Portiuncula, the privi-
leged place of his evangelical 
experience and his “blessed 
transit”.   The rearrangement 
bears the signature of Br. Saul 
Tambini, OFM, director of the 
Porziuncola Museum, and Dr. 
Donatella Vaccari, curator of 
the Museum and contact per-
son for the Cultural Heritage 
of the Seraphic Province of 
San Francesco. The museo-
graphic design was entrust-
ed to the architect Gregorio 
Pecorelli and was developed 
in constant dialogue with the 
Superintendence of Archae-
ology, Fine Arts and Land-
scape of Umbria, directed by 
the superintendent Dr. Franc-
esca Valentini, with the aim 
of combining protection, en-
hancement, and accessibility 
in full respect of the historical 
and spiritual identity of the 

monumental complex. “We 
are particularly happy to in-
augurate this new museum 
itinerary precisely in the days 
of the Pardon of Assisi and 
in the Franciscan Year,” said 
Br. Saul. “The museum was 
created to preserve works of 
extraordinary value and to 
accompany every pilgrim and 
every visitor to understand 
how the Porziuncola became 
the heart of the experience of 
St. Francis and continues to 
speak to the Church and the 
world today.” 

The exhibition, curated by Br. 
Saul and Dr Vaccari, starts 
from the museum’s perma-
nent heritage. Alongside the 
masterpieces of Cimabue and 
the Master of St. Francis, fun-
damental works in the defi-
nition of Franciscan iconog-
raphy, and important loans 
from the Seraphic Province 
and prestigious Italian and 
international institutions, are 
exhibited. Amongst these, 
the large panel by Taddeo di 
Bartolo, St. Francis crush-
ing Pride, Lust and Avarice, 
granted by the National Gal-
lery of Umbria, and an unpub-
lished canvas by Giovanni 
Cariani, never presented to 
the public, depicting St. Fran-
cis reading, stand out. One 
of the most original nuclei of 
the exhibition is dedicated to 
the dialogue between Francis 
and Clare. For the first time, 
the autographed breviary of 
St. Clare and the breviary of 

The exhibition “San Francesco alla Porziuncola”-St Francis  
at the Porziuncola and the new layout of the Museum 

From 31 July to 25 October 2026
WWW.OFM.ORG

Franciscan Centenaries

https://www.ofm.org/en/the-exhibition-san-francesco-alla-porziuncola-st-francis-at-the-porziuncola-and-the-new-layout-of-the-museum.html


386 5th  August 
2026

Fraternitas

8 Franciscan Centenaries

The St Francis of Assisi Foundation in My-
anmar commemorated the VIII Centenary 
Anniversary of the Transitus of the Holy 
Seraphic Father, St. Francis of Assisi, with 
a tree-planting ceremony at their humble 
Greccio Farm on the afternoon of the 8th of 
July, 2026. 

The liturgical rite was led by Br. Cosmas 
Francis, OFM, JPIC coordinator of the Cus-
tody of St. Anthony (Malaysia–Singapore–
Brunei), together with Br. Dennis Tayo, 
OFM, General Animator for the Missions; 
Br. Francis Saw Kay Zar Min, OFM, Presi-
dent of the Foundation; Br. Augustine, OFM, 
JPIC Animator of the Foundation; and the 
simply professed friars and aspirants. 

Br. Cosmas invited the brothers to reflect 
on the true meaning of Justice, Peace, and 
the Integrity of Creation (JPIC). He high-
lighted that Franciscan life and JPIC are 
inseparable; JPIC is not merely a program 
or ministry for us but a way of living the 
Gospel. He fraternally reminded the con-
freres that caring for our common home 
is not solely the responsibility of the JPIC 
Animator but a shared vocation entrusted 
to every Franciscan. Although God did not 
explicitly ask St. Francis to plant trees, He 
gave him a spirituality that embraced all of 
creation as brothers and sisters, and a gift 
to be loved, respected, and protected. His 
sharing concluded with an encouragement 
to open their hearts so that care for crea-
tion may naturally flow from a life rooted in 
the Gospel. 

Moreover, the friars and aspirants proceed-
ed to plant trees around the Greccio Farm 
as a visible sign of their renewed commit-
ment to care for our common home. The 
ceremony served as a meaningful expres-
sion of gratitude for the enduring legacy of 
our Seraphic Father, inspiring the broth-
ers to plant not only trees but also seeds of 
hope for future generations.Rooted in the 
Franciscan spirit of justice, peace, and care 
for creation, the celebration concluded with 
the final blessing imparted by Br. Cosmas. 

St. Francis, kept at the Protomonastery of St. 
Clare, are presented together in a compari-
son of exceptional rarity and symbolic value. 
The itinerary will also be enriched by pre-
cious illuminated manuscripts from the herit-
age of the Seraphic Province and by a signif-
icant in-depth study of twentieth-century art 
with works by Gerardo Dottori, including the 
Triptych of the Transition, the bronze panels 
by Ettore Calvelli and some incursions into 
contemporary art, testifying to the constant 
relevance of the figure of the Saint of Assisi.   
“The rearrangement of the museum and the 
exhibition constitute a single cultural project,” 
emphasised Dr. Donatella Vaccari. “The goal 
was not simply to reorganise the exhibition 

spaces or present works of extraordinary val-
ue, but to build a narrative capable of putting 
art, history, and spirituality in dialogue. Each 
work contributes to telling the profound link 
between the Porziuncola and the message of 
St. Francis, offering the visitor an experience 
of authentic knowledge”. 

 St. Francis at the Porziuncola, from the 31st of 
July to the 25th of October 2026. 

Museum of the Porziuncola, Piazza Porziun-
cola, 1 – Assisi 

For info: https://porziuncola.org/il-museo-del-
la-porziuncola/

VIII Centenary of the Transitus of Saint Francis in Myanmar 
Planting the Future, Honouring the Past 

WWW.OFM.ORG

https://porziuncola.org/il-museo-della-porziuncola/
https://porziuncola.org/il-museo-della-porziuncola/
https://www.ofm.org/en/viii-centenary-of-the-transitus-of-saint-francis-in-myanmar.html


5th  August 
2026

Fraternitas 386

9Chapters

The Friars Minor of the Province of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe concluded a historic Provincial 
Elective Chapter in St. Louis, MO (U.S.) on July 
17, gathering in prayer, fraternity, and discern-
ment as they elected a new Provincial Govern-
ment and reflected on the future of Franciscan 
life and ministry. 

The assembly marked the first Provincial Elec-
tive Chapter since the 2023 unification of five 
U.S. Franciscan Provinces. More than 300 fri-
ars from across the country came together on 
the 12th to the 17th July, 2026, to choose the 
new Provincial Government, deliberate pro-
posals, and celebrate their shared vocation, 
helping shape the next chapter in the life of 
the Province.  “Brothers, we have a Provin-
cial: Michael Perry,” announced Br. Larry Ford, 
OFM, Chapter Secretary, on Wednesday, the 
15th of July. After a brief pause, cheers swept 
through the room. Applause followed, and the 
friars rose together in a standing ovation.  Br. 
Michael Perry, OFM, was the first elected Min-
ister Provincial of the Province of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, receiving an absolute majority of 
Chapter Members’ votes. Visitor General and 
President of the Chapter Br. Teofil Czarniak, 

OFM, presented the provincial seal to Br. Mi-
chael, who received it with a quiet reverence.  
Br. Michael, director of the Laudato Si’ Centre 
for Integral Ecology at Siena University in Lou-
donville, New York, served the Order of Friars 
Minor as Minister General, the 120th succes-
sor of St. Francis of Assisi, from 2013 to 2021, 
as well as Definitor Provincial and Minister 
Provincial for the legacy Sacred Heart Prov-
ince.  “I don’t deserve to be standing here,” Br. 
Michael said after making an oath of fidelity to 
the Catholic Church and promising to ensure 
the observance of the Rule and General Con-
stitutions throughout the Province. “Pray for 
me, please, and thank you for your trust and 
your love.” 

Br. Erick López, OFM, was later elected Vic-
ar Provincial by majority vote. Br. Erick, who 
served on the first Provincial Definitory of 
the Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe and is 
based in Carolina, Puerto Rico, ministered for 
nearly nine years at St. Camillus Parish in Sil-
ver Spring, Maryland (U.S.). 

With his hand resting on the Book of Gospels, 
Br. Erick professed his belief in the doctrines 
of the Catholic Church with quiet reverence. 
“I promise to serve you with everything I 
have,” he said. Then, in Spanish, he added, 
“To my brothers in Puerto Rico, you touched 
my heart. Thank you.” Following the election, 
the friars gathered in prayer as the newly 
elected Minister Provincial and Vicar Pro-
vincial professed the Oath of Fidelity and 
the Profession of Faith. Beyond elections, 
the Chapter served as a forum for fraterni-
ty, reflection, and decision-making. Friars 
reviewed reports, discussed proposals, and 
considered priorities that will help shape 
the province’s mission in the years ahead. 
Discussions were lively and open, as friars 
shared hopes, concerns, and aspirations, of-
ten punctuated by moments of fraternity and 
well-timed levity. 

Chapters

Provincial Chapter of Elections of the Province  
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, USA

Br. Michael Perry, OFM, was elected Minister Provincial 
WWW.OFM.ORG

CAPITULA
OFMChapters

https://www.ofm.org/en/provincial-chapter-of-elections-of-the-province-of-our-lady-of-guadalupe-usa.html
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With God’s blessing, our Province of SS. Pe-
ter and Paul of Michoacán experienced a mo-
ment of grace by celebrating the Intermediate 
Chapter 2026, a propitious time to renew our 
way of following Christ, in the style of Seraphic 
Father Francis. 

On the 6th July, 2026, the Chapter opened 
with the Mass in the Basilica of Santa María de 
El Pueblito, in Pueblito, Querétaro. At the end 
of the Mass, we renewed the patronage that 

the Blessed Virgin Mary has over our Prov-
ince and its Chapters. Then the Chapter friars 
moved to the Chapter House, “Blessed Broth-
er Bartolomé Laurel and Brother Luis de San 
Francisco” in Celaya, Guanajuato. 

The Chapter took place in an atmosphere of 
prayer, listening and fraternity. Five initiatives 
were approved to animate the life of prayer, 
fraternity, minority, formation, and studies. 
Two decrees were approved. At the Chapter, 

In addition to electing a Minister Provincial 
and Vicar Provincial, the Chapter Members 
also selected members of the Provincial 
Definitory, who will serve alongside the new 
Provincial Government in guiding the life and 
ministry of the Province: 

•	 Br. John Aherne, OFM 

•	 Br. Peter Boegel, OFM 

•	 Br. George Camacho, OFM 

•	 Br. Henry Fulmer, OFM 

•	 Br. Colin King, OFM 

•	 Br. Roger Lopez, OFM 

•	 Br. Rommel Perez Flores, OFM 

With the election of new leaders, proposal 
votes finalised, and the chapter concluded, 
the focus turned to honouring the jubilari-
ans whose decades of faithful service helped 
shape the Franciscan life being carried for-
ward today.  Amongst them: Br. James Bok, 
OFM, marking 50 years of priesthood, offered 
younger friars simple advice drawn from a life-
time of ministry: “Say yes to the unexpected.” 

“I never planned or expected to be involved 
in any of the ministries that were mine,” he 
said. “It’s been an incredible and blessed ride, 
with someone else at the wheel. Brothers, say 
yes to the unexpected. The Holy Spirit is in it 
somewhere!” 

With the collaboration of Kerting Baldwin 

Photo: Br. Octavio Duran, OFM 

Intermediate Chapter of the Province  
of Sts. Peter and Paul of Michoacán

Mexico, 6th-10th July 2026 
WWW.OFM.ORG
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From the 14th to 18th July 
2026, the meeting of the In-
ternational Council for For-
mation and Studies, com-
posed of the Secretaries for 
Formation and Studies of the 
OFM Conferences, was held 
at the General Curia in Rome. 

During the meeting, the in-
dividual Secretaries had the 
opportunity to share the ex-
periences of their respec-
tive Conferences, both in the 
context of ongoing formation 
and initial formation. The re-
ception of the Letters to the 
Formators, which the Gener-
al Secretariat for Formation 
and Studies has sent to all 
Entities starting from Janu-
ary 2025, was also discussed. 

The friars of the OFM Frater-
nitas Foundation presented 
the projects the Foundation 

promotes to support for-
mation in the Order.  During 
the meeting with the Minis-
ter General, he reflected on 
formation in the following of 
Christ today, proposing the 
question that should guide 
every formation journey: 
“What kind of brother does 
the Lord ask for our Order 
today?” 

The central part of the 
meeting was dedicated to 
the work on the Instrumen-
tum laboris relating to For-
mation and Studies for the 
next General Chapter, with 
particular attention to the 
preparation of the revision 
of the Ratio Formationis 
Franciscanae. 

we received a letter from the Minister Provin-
cial of the Franciscan Province of St Francis 
and St James of Jalisco, Br. Gabriel Cardiel, 
who encouraged us to live this moment of 
grace by listening to God’s will. This fraternal 
gesture leads us to make a historical memo-
ry of the filial relationship that must exist in 
these two Provinces, since the Province of 
Jalisco was born from its mother Province of 
Michoacán. Finally, on the 10th  July, the last 
day of the Chapter, the election of the Provin-
cial Definitors was held, for the period 2026-
2029. The friars elected were the following: 
Br. Jesús Alejandro Juárez Martínez, Br. Juan 
Santos García, Br. Eleazar Arteaga Chavero, 
Br. Salvador Parra Pérez, Br. Julio César Ne-
grete Valle.   

We conclude with the dissolution of the 
Chapter by the President, Br. Enrique Muñoz 
Gutiérrez, and the signing of the minutes of 
the Chapter. Finally, we close this moment of 
grace and reflection with the Eucharist, the 
centre of our life and the culmination of all 
our evangelising activity.   

To the Good and Great God, we thank  you 
for so many blessings poured out upon us 
during these days. 

Br. Rodrigo Martín Rojas Cerroblanco, OFM, 
Provincial Chronicler  

Animation of the Order

Meeting of the International Council  
for Formation and Studies

14th to 18th July 2026
WWW.OFM.ORG
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On the 12th September, 2026, at the Pontifi-
cal Antonianum University in Rome, the study 
conference “The modified states of conscious-
ness and mystical phenomena” will be held, 
organised by Lanthanum - Emidio Alessan-
drini - APS ETS together with the Pontifical 
Antonianum University. 

The event, born from the desire to collect the 
intellectual and spiritual legacy of Father Em-
idio Alessandrini OFM and to continue the 
deepening of themes particularly dear to him, 
represents an important opportunity for inter-
disciplinary comparison between science, phi-
losophy, and theology on the modified states 
of consciousness, and is aimed both at experts 
in the field and at the curious and passionate 
about the subject. By investigating complex 
phenomena such as mystical experiences, 
EPM and emerging experiences after the loss 
of a loved one, the goal is to offer a space for 
serious and open discussion between scien-
tific research and the spiritual dimension, also 
leaving room for questions from participants in 
person and online. 

The conference will be held on the 12th Sep-
tember 2026 , starting at 9:00 a.m. and can be 
followed in two ways:

•	 in presence: the event will take place at 
the headquarters of the Pontifical Univer-
sity Antonianum at 124/A Merulana Street 
in Rome. Although admission is free, since 
places are limited, reservations are re-
quired through the Eventbrite platform at 
the following link: https://www.eventbrite.
it/e/1993746916698

•	 streaming: to follow the proceedings re-
motely, it is necessary to use the dedicated 
link by sending an e-mail request (indicat-
ing Name and Surname) to the following 
address: info@lanthanumemidioalessan-
driniaps.org

Download the poster

See the detailed program of the event

OFM
NEWS News from the Entities

PUA, Study Conference “Modified States  
of Consciousness and Mystical Phenomena”

12 September 2026, in person and streaming
WWW.OFM.ORG
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From the 8th to the 21st July 2026, six friars 
from four Polish Provinces of the Order of Fri-
ars Minor, together with their formator, took 
part in a pilgrimage to Italy. This journey con-
stituted the second part of the intensive prepa-
ration before making Solemn Profession. 

The itinerary led through the most important 
places connected with the history of Christi-
anity and the origins of the Franciscan Order. 
The friars began their journey in Rome, where 
they visited the four major basilicas. A particu-
larly significant moment of their stay in the 
Eternal City was the visit to the General Curia 
and the fraternal meeting with the Minister 
General, Br. Massimo Fusarelli, OFM, and the 
General Definitor, Br. Konrad Cholewa, OFM. 

The following days were dedicated to walking 
in the direct footsteps of St. Francis. The fri-
ars visited places of great importance for the 
spirituality and history of the Order: The Ba-
silica of Our Lady of the Angels, the Hermit-
age of Carceri, San Damiano, and Assisi itself. 
The pilgrimage route also led them to places 
of immense historical significance, namely 
Greccio and Fonte Colombo. They concluded 
their journey with a stay at the hermitage on 
La Verna. 

For the participants, it was a special time of 
deepening their relationship with God and 
rediscovering their own vocation. Walking 
the paths once travelled centuries ago by the 
“Poverello”- The Poor Man of Assisi allowed 
the friars to draw from the very sources of the 
Franciscan charism, so that they might pre-
pare themselves even more fully and whole-
heartedly for the final offering of their lives to 
God in Solemn Profession. 

Br. Gabriel Foltyn, OFM 

Preparation for the Solemn Profession  
of Six Polish Friars

Pilgrims in Italy in the Footsteps of St. Francis 
WWW.OFM.ORG

Padre Diomede 
Scaramuzzi.  
Ricercatore, scrittore, pubblicista.

A cura di Fr. Giovanni Lauriola 
OFM, Fr. Mario Villani OFM, 
Fr. Amedeo Gravina OFM, Fr. 
Leonardo di Pinto.
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Priestly 
Ordinations

11th July, Prov. Our Lady of Guadalupe 
(Haiti) 
Br. Pierre Wisler Beaugé 
 
4th July, Prov. St. Benedict the African 
(DRC) 
Br. Pascal Mubaya Mpone 
 
29th June, Prov. Holy Cross (Bosnia and 
Herzegovina) 
Br. Robert Bašić

Deceased 
Brothers

 † 27th July: Br. Ernesto (Enrico) Cardinal, 
Prov. Immaculate Conception (Italy) 

 † 26th July, Br. Dominique (André) Thielens, 
Prov. Blessed Duns Scotus (Belgium) 

 † 25th July: Br. Edward Sarrazin, Prov. Our 
Lady of Guadalupe (USA) 

 † 18th July: Br. Érico José Hickmann, Prov. 
St. Francis of Assisi (Brazil) 

 † 17th July: Br. Enzo Pellegatta, Prov. St. 
Anthony of the Friars Minor (Italy) 

 † 15th July: Br. Giacomo (Domenico) Massa, 
Prov. St. Anthony of the Friars Minor (Italy) 

 † 15th July: Br. Joachim (Andrzej) Mazurek, 
Prov. St. Francis of Assisi (Poland) 

 † 1st July: Br. Francisco Nárez Fernández,  

 † 26th June: Br. Fernand (Albert) Heirman, 
Prov. SS. Martyrs of Gorcum (Netherlands) 

 † 19th June: Br. Lluís Pitarch Neda, Prov. 
Immaculate Conception (Spain) 

 † 16th June: Br. Manuel de Jesús (Manuel 
Jesús) Marcial Dueñas and Br. Hugo Pérez 
Villasana, Prov. Prov. Sts. Francis and James 
(Mexico) 

 † 25th May: Br. Lino (Ramón) Rodríguez 
Vázquez, Prov. Prov. Sts. Francis and James 
(Mexico)

 
Information received from the General Secretariat

   
REGOLA Solemn 

professions
25th July, Custody of St. Francis of Assisi 
(Guinea Bissau) 

Br. Soares, Mario (Soares), Insumbo and 
Br. Midakssi Na Ntoté
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The Ministers Provincial and Vicars Provincial 
of the Franciscan Provinces of Spain and Por-
tugal held a new working meeting on 9-10 July 
at the convent of Ponteareas (Canedo, Ponte-
vedra, Spain), with the aim of continuing their 
common journey in the process of unification 
that they have been promoting for several 
years. 

The meeting, convened and coordinated by 
the Delegate General for this process, Br. 
Sergiusz Bałdyga, focused on shared discern-
ment regarding the steps being taken towards 
greater integration among the Provinces, in 
an atmosphere of fraternity, attentive listen-
ing, and shared responsibility. 

Throughout the various sessions, the work 
carried out by the different Secretariats, Com-
missions, and working groups established to 
accompany this process was presented. The 
participants were able to learn about the pro-
gress achieved in each area and to discuss the 
challenges and opportunities arising from this 
journey. 

One of the most significant moments of the 
meeting was the time devoted to reflecting 

more deeply on the model of federation that 
will serve as the basis for the future unification 
of the Provinces. In a spirit of mutual listening 
and discernment, the Ministers Provincial 
and Vicars Provincial shared their reflections 
and contributions, with the desire to continue 
building a common structure at the service of 
the fraternal life and the evangelising mission 
of the Order in Spain and Portugal. 

The meeting also provided an opportunity to 
schedule the forthcoming gatherings and to 
define the next steps of this process, reaffirm-
ing the commitment to continue moving for-
ward with hope and responsibility along this 
path of communion. 

The fraternity of the convent of Ponteareas 
warmly welcomed all the participants, creating 
an atmosphere conducive to prayer, dialogue, 
and shared work—clear signs of the spirit with 
which the friars of Spain and Portugal contin-
ue to discern the future of their presence and 
mission. 

Br. Manolo D. Buiza, OFM - Secretary of the 
process of unification 

Meeting of the Ministers and Vicars  
of the Provinces of Spain and Portugal 

The path toward the unification of the Provinces continues
WWW.OFM.ORG
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On Wednesday, the 8th July 2026, the book 
Bla Sold u Bla Qorq (“Without a coin and 
without sandals”), written in Maltese by Br 
Dionysius Mintoff, OFM - friar of the Prov-
ince of St. Paul the Apostle - was officially 
launched at the Auditorium of the Society 
of Christian Doctrine General House in Bla-
ta l-Bajda. Published by Preca Publications, 
the book was released to mark the 8th Cen-
tenary of the death of Saint Francis of Assisi.  

During the launch, Br Dionysius - born on the 
1st April 1931 and entered the Order on the 
8th of  April 1947 - reflected on the Christian 
vocation to become an instrument of peace 
among all others, following the example of 
Saint Francis of Assisi. He emphasised that 
true peace begins in the heart and must be 
expressed through acts of love, especially 
towards those who are most in need. 

The evening also included the reading of 
several passages from Br Dionysius’ writ-
ings in an atmosphere of prayer and reflec-
tion. 

The Superior General of the Society of 
Christian Doctrine in Malta concluded the 
event with a closing message, expressing 
the hope that this publication would contin-
ue to inspire each of us on our journey to-
wards holiness. He remarked that today’s 
world is in great need of holy men and wom-
en who are willing to place themselves at 
the service of others. 

Bla Sold u Bla Qorq offers readers a collec-
tion of reflections and episodes from the life 
of Saint Francis and the wider Franciscan 
family for each day of the year. By accompa-
nying this poor man of Assisi on this spiritual 
journey, readers are encouraged to deepen 
their love for Jesus through the imitation of 
the saint. 

The launch was also attended by Br. Martin 
Coleiro, OFM , as Definitor representing the 
Minister Provincial and other brothers of 
the Province of St. Paul the Apostle. 

Photos and info: Society of Christian Doc-
trine in Malta 

Presentation of the book “Bla Sold u Bla Qorq” 
“Without a coin and without sandals,” presented  

in Malta by Br. Dionysius Mintoff, OFM 
WWW.OFM.ORG
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